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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The former Journal of the Rev. E. S. Ely,' 
was published in New- York ; and repub- 
lished in London, in 1813 ; under the new title 
of " Fisits of Mercy. ^'^ To the London Edi- 
tion, the Rev. Alexander Waugh, A. -Af. . 
Mimster of the Scots* Churchy and the Rev. 
George CoUison, Minister of the Independent 
Churchy WalthamstoWy prefixed the following 
Recommendation : 

"A MAN is doing honour to his own heart in recom- 
" mending to the public notice the following ' Jour- 
" nal, very appropriately entitled * Visits of Mercy* 
" The excellent author seems to have drunk deep at 
" the spirit of Him, v/hose bosom was the dwclling- 
** place of pity, and who went al>out doing good. 
" What a. blessing to the work -houses, the hospitals, 
" and other receptacles of poverty and disease, espe- 
** cially in great cities, were men of his ability, dis- 
" cernment, and tenderness of heart, the persons ap- 
" pointed to perform in them the duties of the Chris- 
" tian ministry 1 

" In every page of the work we recognize ' the 
" man of feeling ;' but it is the feeling of the rcnew- 
" ed heart, enlarged as is the range of human wretch- 
" edness, purified by the indwelling Spirit of God, 
« and ennobled by the model on which it is formed. 

A * 



iv ADVERTISEMENT. 

" We assure ourselves of the thanks of every hu- 
" mane and pious mind, in respectfully introducing a 
" work so happily fitted to soften, to cleanse, and to 
^< exalt the heart of man, and give energy to the best 
" affections of our nature.** 

The late Dr. Benjamin Rush, in a let- 
ter to Dr. David Hosack, dated, Phila^ 
delphiaj January 2\st^ 1813, thus writes of 
the same work : 

" When you see your friend Mr. Ely, please to 
" tell him I have read his Journal with pleasure 
" and instruction ; aiid that I shall avail myself of 
*^ some of his facts, should a second edition be called 
" for, of my late publication upon The Diseases of 
^« the Mind." 

<« This work,'* [« The Visits of Mercy^*^ « was 
" lately published in New- York, under the patronage 
*' of Dr. Rbmeyn, with a recommendatory preface by 
" Dr. Philip Milledoler. In this country it comes 
" recommended by two orour respected editors, the 
" Rev. Messrs. Waugh and Cblllson, whose warm 
" encomiums require na addition, except it be that 
• " of Mr. Osgood, an American minister, now in Lon* 
*< don, who had a personal acquaintance with the au- 
<* thor, and witnessed his benevolent exertions, which 
<^ he particularly recommends to the imitation of those. 
** who visit * the sick and the poor* among our- 
« selves." Jbondon Evangelical Magazine j Jiily^ 
1813, 

« The Visits of Mercy are well worthy the perusal. 
^( of all who are capable of feeling for the natural and 



ADVERTISEMEHT. V 

^ moral miseries of their fellow-creatures ; of ap- 
^ preciating the value of an active, devoted, and ju- 
<< dicious ministry ; or of panting after a share of its 
<^ immortal honours." Idem Sffitembevy \S\3. 



" WE have read, with peculiar gratification, Ely's 
First Journal, which breathes a spirit of ardent piety, 
and zeal for the salvation of sinners ; and exhibits a 
picture, warm from life, of the consolatory influence 
of the religion of Jesus. Ely's Second Journal,, which 
is now offered to th« public, as a continuation of the 
^ First, we are persuaded will have the same excellent 
tendency. Both of these little volumes we most cor- 
dially recommend to the serious perusal of all Chris- 
tian people, and wish them a most extensive circula- 
tion, as calculated to promote the best interests of the 
Church." 

r/iUadel/ihiaj Oct. 28, 1815. 

SAMUEL B. WYLIE, A. M., Pastor of 
the Reformed Presbyterian Church 
in Philadelphia. 
JAMES R. WILSON, A. >I., Profes- 
sor of^the Learned Languages. 
JACOB BRODHE AD, D. D., Pastorof 
the Reformed Dutch Church. 

HENRY HOLCOMBEjD.D., Pastor of 
the First Baptist Church. 

GEORGE BOURNE, Harrisonburg, 
Virginia. 

GEORGE C. POTTS, A. M., Pastor o£ 
the 4th Presbyterian Church, Phila^ 

<t WE have read wilh pleasure and edification the 
First Journal of the Rev. Mc. Ely^ and are happy to 
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learn that a Second is about appearing. Publications 
calculated to awaken Christian sympathy and benevo- 
lence, by unfolding the miseries of depraved and suf- 
fering humanity, and that have a tendency to exhibit 
the value of the Gospel of Christ as a means of re- 
generating the heart, reforming the life, or soothing 
the bed of dissolution, cannot be too widely circulated. 
Mr. Ely has our best wishes for his success in all his 
meritorious and active endeavours to advance the in- 
terests of the Mediator's kingdom." 
. October 27 thy 1815. 

WILLIAM STAUGHTON, D. D., . 
Pastor of the Baptist Church in San- 
som street, Philadelphia. 
WILLIAM ROGERS, D. D., Late 
Professor in the University of Penn- 
sylvania. 



" I HAVE read a part of Mr.Ely's First Journal 
with pleasure, and am also « happy to learn that a 
Second is about appearing." 

JAMES K. BURCH, Pastor of the 5th 
Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia. 



It were superfluous to add to the preceding 
i5ecommendations. It may, however, be per- 
mitted to state, that the first part of this Jour- 
nal has been received with as high a degree of 
approbation in England, as any work ever 
written on this side of the Atlantic. 

THE PUBLISHER. 



TO 

JOHN E. OAJLDWELL ESQUIBB^ 

Ak Elder, 
the Presbyterian Church in Cedar'Streety Mw-York s. 

A Gentleman, 

amiable manners^ of erudition, and of decision of character 4. 

A Christian, 
Sound in the futh, and not soon weary in well-doin^4 

And a Friend,^ 
XU vihom any man of feeling might nailiingly be indebted f 

This volume is respectfully inscribed, 
My the Gratitude, and Affection of 
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PREFACE. 



There are subjects of vital importance t^ 
the young people of our cities, and to stran- 
gers who visit them, upon which parents rare- 
ly speak, and public teachers never preach. 
Shall no warning be given, where it is indis- 
pensably necessarj'-, because it cannot be given 
lix)m the pulpit ? Many laws are essential to 
the well-being of the state, which, could not 
with propriety be read to a promiscuous so- 
ciety. Should they for this reason be abro- 
gated, or unwritten ? Many parts of the Bible 
^re of infinite use to individuals, which it is 
best, generally, to read in private. 

From the highest authority, the author of 
this volume has taken an example, and hereby 
sends an admonition to young men, who are 
on the brink of ruin; and to females, who 
have almost passed, for some favourite indi- 
vidual, the boundaries of deconim ; with the 
hope that it will present sufficient interest to 
secure a perusal, and trudi enough to make 
them tremble. 



X PREFACE. 

The reader will meet with nothing fictitious 
in the following pages, excepting some ini- 
tials, which are designed to conceal the true 
names of the persons of whom I ^vrite ; while 
they afford an opportunity of tracing, from 
time to time, the history of the same indivi* 
dual. 

For some descriptions, with which the 
curious will meet, if any apology be deemed 
necessary, I can only say, that they are faith- 
ful exhibitions of depraved human nature, in 
the condition in which I have found it ; and 
such exhibitions as are deemed necessary by j 
many of the wise and good, for the promotion | 
of virtue. 

I have heard, indeed, " that a very genteel J 
lady, of one of the most respectable families, 
said, concerning my former publication, " / j 
wonder if Mr. Ely thinks that a religious I 
book^ which is nothing but a history o/******* 
and beggars ?^^ To this extremely delicate 
person, and to all who correspond with her in 
sentiment. Lord Byron may say, 

" — Gayer insects fluttering by. 
Ne'er droop the wing o'er those that did 
And lovelier things have mercy shown 
To every fauling but their own ; 
And every woe a tear can claim. 
Except an erring sister's shame. ^ 
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FREYACE* Xi 

Let those, who imagine that they stand, 
take heed lest they fall; and let all sinners 
have compassion on such as are out of the 
way; yes, let us all be grateful, who enjoy 
the pleasures of a good conscience, of repu- 
tation, and abundance; for who hath made us 
todiflfer? 

That this little volume may give no offence 
to reasonable and candid men ; may furnish in 

^ I many cases a practical application of scriptural 
doctrine ; may warn the wicked ; and encou- 

^1 rage those, who show unto sinners the way 

M of salvation, is the sincere wish of the rea- 

S^l der's friend, 

^i EZR4 STILES ELY. 

^Philadelphiay October 20th, 1815. 
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SECOND JOURNAL 

January l*f, A. D. 1813. 

*' It is better to g^ to the house of mourning, than to g6 
to the house of feasting.'^ 

ECCLESIASTES VU. 3w 

During ihe year of our Lord 1812, I continued 
to preach and visit in the Hospital and Almshouse, 
as I had done the year before, but kept no Journal, 
because C was weary with writing the history of 
human miseries. The suggestion, however, that 
those who contribute to my support, will expect 
some account of my future services, lind the coun- 
sel of my friends, have constrained me to resume 
the pen. If any thing may be recorded by it, which 
will contribute to the edification of the saints, or 
which will prove « solemn warning to the wicked, 
7 the writer will be abundantly compensated for his 
labour, and will have additional cause for gratitude 
to that God, who " careth for us." 

It will be a matter of course for the writer to 

preach in the Hospital once, and in the Almshouse 

1 twice, weekly, and therefore the reader need not ex^ 

any particular notice upon this subject. He 

B 
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14 , A SOCIETY FORMED* 

will also visit these places weekly, and some sketches 
which appear most interesting will occupy the fol- 
lowing pages* 

vv\>vww« 

yanuary 6th* 

** Hope deferred maketh the heart sick: but when the 
desire cometh, it is a tree of life." 

Proverbs :dii. 12. 

EACH of these cases the writer may say that he 
understands from experience. Long, indeed, has 
he hoped for the formation of a society which 
should support the Gospel among the poor in this 
city. It certainly is a matter of more immediate 
moment to this metropolis, than any institution 
which has been organized, or could be founded, for 
the propagation of Christianity in foreign regions 
of the globe ; for, if any religious community, or 
evangelized city, provides not the Bread of Life for 
the indigent members of its own family, it has deni* 
ed the faith, and exhibits the worst kind of practical 
infidelity. But the desire has come, and ^^ it is a 
tree of life." Yes, '^ the desire accomplished, is 
sweet to the soul." Should any one say, that my 
rejoicing is the effect of selfishness, I can only say^ 
that it would gratify me more to resign my place to 
some one who would attend to its duties, than to 
retain it : but as circumstances are, I bless God that 
he has induced many of his friends to unite theni- 
selves in a *' Society for supporting the Gospel 
among the Poor in the City of New-Tori ;^^ SLud ^ 
that they have thought fit to employ me as one of 
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tiieir stated preachers. Any man, who deserves 
the name of Christian, must desire a comfort- 
able maintenance, and the encouragement of pious 
friends. The few struggles which I have endured 
from my own pride, and from involunt^y. indi- 
gence, are more than compensated by the assurance, 
that I shall be euabled in future, while I preach to 
the poor, to live without being constantly under pe- 
cuniary obligations to some benevolent individual. 
It is a source of much felicitation, also, that some 
provision has been made for the Rev. John Stan- 
ford by the same Society. He has laboured, in 
the estimation of the world, in vain, because he has 
preached without any pecuniary compensation, at 
least one Sabbath in each month, at the State's 
Prison ; but God has given him an abundant re-, 
ward in the spiritual welfare of some *' prisoners of 
hope.'* 

It seems. that the Lord is pleased, in various 
ways, to make provision for my wants of a temporal 
nature, while I am attempting to administer to the 
necessities of some of the poor saints, and of others 
that remain miserable sinners. To-day a letter came 
to hand, which I record with my best thanks to the 
venerable writer, of which the following is a 

COPY. 

January 4ith^\Bl^* 

"REV.'Slfe, 

Having read your Journal, while preaching and 
visiting at the Hospital and Almlshouse in the city 
of New«York.i and being informed that you hav& 



16 LETTER FROM SENEX* 

not beqa^fcfasonably supported in this very import- 
ant labourjkf love to the souls of the depraved and' 
miserabi%^S|^ur race ; permit me, Sir, to cast in 
my inite fbWards your support, that you may not be 
discouraged in a work, which, though unprofitable 
in this world, will, most assuredly, prodace you in- 
conceivable riches in the world to come. Remem- 
ber, that he who counts the hairs of your head, and 
without whom a sparrow cannot fall to the ground, 
will never suffer you to want, while engaged in so 
glorious a cause* You are in the service of the best 
of Masters ; I pray you, therefore, hold out to the 
end* If you have, ere this, been reasonably provi-^ 
ded for by a stated provision, you may devote this 
to the common cause, in the way that you think 
best. 

^^ Be so good as to dr^w on the Cashier of the 
bank of Newark, in your own name, for fifty dol-, 
lars. I have taken care that it shall be duly hon- 
oured. 

^^ I am, Rev. Sir, with the most ardent wishes 
and prayers for your success in the Gospel, 
" Yours, most affectionately, 

** SEXEX. 
"Rev. E. S. Ely." 

The letter contained the post-mark of Burlington, 
in New-Jersey. Before I consigned it tp my file of 
honour, the back of it was endorsed with the foh 
lowing 

NOTE. 

*^ When I opened this letter, not recognizing tho 
hand, I expected an insult, like many which I have 
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received on the'subfect of Tns Conteast ; but, 
behold ! the Lord has given me another benefactor. 
I know by experience, and have often rejoiced in the 
truth, that none of them that trust in Him shall be 
desolatem Psalm zxxiv. 22." 

January 9th* 

IN compliance with the order of Senex, I drew a 
check on the bank of Newark, and gave it to a gen- 
tleman, to whom I. communicated the reason of my 
drawing it, that he might forward it for acceptance- 
He presented it to the Merchants' Bank of this city, 
with his own name on the back of it, and received 
the money, which he paid into my hands« Yester- 
day the check was presented at Newark, and tha 
Cashier returned it with his protest, and a written 
declaration that I had no authority for drawing it* 

Thus I stand, at present, impeached before two 
banks, with the intention of gaining money by fraud* 
ulent measures. The letter of Senex I have en- 
closed to the president of the bank of Newark, that 
he may clear my character of the unhappy imputa- 
tation, which for a moment rests upon it. Still I 
believe i^ith equal confidence, that none of them that 
trust in Him shall be desolate* 



v«^wvvw 



January 10th* 
ON tbo 8th instant two aithletic men were brought 
into the Hospital, who were taken sick five days be- 
fore) at the same hour. They lay beside each other 
for two days, and this morning died within five 

B 2 
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minutes of each other. . It was a solemn lecture 
from the king of terrors, especially to those who 
^ere occupants of the same ward. One who wit- 
nessed the scene is a. Catholic, who was a short time 
since. in the hourly expectation of. death from the 
rupture of a blood-vesseL This man deserves the 
name which I have given him ; for although of the 
Romish religion, yet he is so catholic as to believe, 
ia spite of his former ^prejudices, that all who are in 
Christ Jesus, of every denomination, shj^ be saved; 
When I saw him, the other day, he was spitting 
blood profusely, and after I had prayed with him^ 
he lifted up hi^ hands to heaven, and uttered, in the 
presence of aU, a very solemn and aSectkig address 
to the Saviour- of sinners. Not far from his side 
lay, at that time, one of the same persuasion, who 
had often turned away his ear frorii me, because J 
had no lighted candles and wafers ; but he was 
finally disposed to listen, and even desired me to 
pray for him. He too is now gone ^^ to dust and si- 
knee, darkness; and the tomb." 

VWV%/«iWV. . 

Januaryllth^ 
\J'^ Your brethren 'that hated, you, that ca3t you out for my. 
name's Bake, said. Let the Lora be glorified : but he 
shall appear to your joy, and they shall be ashamed." 

Isaiah Ixvi. 5. 

WHAT will finally result from the letter of Se- 
nex, it is impossible to say. ^If the Lord intends a. 
favour by it, he must intend also to humble me, that 
I may be prepared for the reception of it. The cry- 
seems almost breaking from the lips of some, who 



SUSPICION OP SWI19DL1NG. 19 

must misconstrue the circumstances, " Stop thief! 
Stop thief P It will yet be well, (but how I know 
Bot,) and enenyes shall not triumph over the cause 
which I would seek to honour. Dr. Samuel Miller 
was so kind as to call on me to-day, and present the 
following communication i 

"^ NdW'Tb'rij January Itthy ISt 3i 
"rev. and dear sir, 

" I have this moment received a letter from Mn 
Richards, of Newark, which, among other things^ 
contains the following paragraph. I hasten to com- 
municate it to you* 

^* ^ A circumstance occurred in the Newark bank^ 
^ yesterday, which has caused some speculation. 
'A check drawn upon this bank by Ezra Stilea Eiy^ 
^ for &fty dollars, and which, at the recommendation 
'of Jesse Baldwin^ had been paid to Mr. Ely by 

* one of the bimks in your city, was presented here 

* for piayment* The check was not good ; and the 
' cashier of the bank assured me that Mr. Ely never 

* had any dealings with- the bank, nor yet with the 

* State bank, newly established in this town, f 
*^ should like to know whether Mr.Ely is yet in the 
'city. If he is^ probably he will be able to give an 
' explanation, which will relieve the feelings of soma 
' people in this place. I rely on your prudence to 

* keep this statement where it ought to be.' 

'' I have not imparted, and do not intend to im« 
part, the above^ toany human being but yourself. 

*' I am, Sir, your fqllowrlabourer in the 
'' Vineyard of Christ, 
^ Rev. Mr. Ely. " SAMUEL MILLER.'' 



30 aUSPICION SILENCED* 

January \2th^ 
H^re comes the explanation, and with it the dona- 
tion of fifty dollars. Surely, I had something in 
bank, upoi^ which I could draw I 

EXTRACT 

Of a Letter from the President of the Bank. 

" I had received on Wednesday morning, notice 
of your being authorized to draw for the fifty dol- 
lars. I immediately went to the bank, left the check 
fo^ that sum drawn in your favour ; but as it was 
not to be used until your order came, the cashier 
laid it on one side ; and when your draft came, in 
the multiplicity pf business, he had forgotten the 
nume, until I sent to him this morning. He ex* 
ceedingly regrets the mistake, but I hope no injury 
has resulted to you from it* 
** I am, Revi Sir, 

'^ Your most ob*. serv*. 

« EJLISHA BOUDINOT." 

The Cashier took the treuble to send to the State 
bankv and inquire if the writer had any account 
there, and then proclaimed what, if true, would have 
proved me a swindler ; when he alone, by his neg* 
ligence, was the author of all my trouble^ and hb 
own future mortification ! 



A CJkBE, OF SEDUCTION. 2t 

January \7th. 

" Her heavy eyes jtfe half-closed ; the blood pours from her 
side. Son of Momi, she said, prepare the narrow tomb. 
Sleep comes, like a cloud, on my soul' The eyes of 
Oithona are dim. O had I dwelt at Duvranna^ in the 
bright beam of my fame ! then had my years come on 
with joy ; and the virgins would bless my steps. But I. 
fall in youth, son of Morni, and my father shall blush i» 
hishaUr* 

QssiASi's Oithona. 

MANY young men, like the son of Morni, have 
4irected the fatal arrow to the heart of Oithona ; 
but none of them cm console themselves with tho 
reflection, that they were ignorant of what they did* 
Let me lead them to the Hospital, and I will show 
them the victims of their murderous seductions ! 
There one lies in the agonies.of death, who is young, 
and who five years ago was ignorant of their de- 
vices. Then she was beautiful^ and the object of 
parental solicitude* She was of a genteel family in 
Baltimore ; was addressed by a young Englishman 
of fortune ; and in an unguarded moment, by the 
p-omi^e and expectation of marriage, was deceived. 
To retrace her steps, and recall the past, was impos- 
^ble. 

" Time's a tell-tale !" 

Her infant child was received and caressed by 
her parents ; but with cold disdain the erring 
daughter lyas di'iven from the mansion which she 
had fondly thought her home. The unrelenting 
severity of those who were accessor)^ to her life, in- 
du?»ed despair. With her deceiver she fled to New? 
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SUSPICION SILENCED* 



January i2th^ 
H^re comes the explanation, and with it the dona- 
tion of fifty dollars. Surely, I had something in 
bank| upoijt which I could draw ! 

EXTRACT 

Cfd Letter from the President of the Bank. 
" I had received on Wednesday morning, notice 
of your being authorized to draw for the fifty dol- 
lars. I immediately went to the bank, left the check 
fo^ that sum drawn in your favour ; but as it was 
not to be used until your, order came, the cashier 
laid it on one side ; and when your draft came, in 
the multiplicity of business, he had forgotten the 
imme, until I sent to him this morning. He ex- 
ceedingly regrets the mistake, but I hope no injury 
has resulted to you from it* 
« I am, Revi Sir, 

^^ Your most obV serv*. 

« ELISHA BOUDINOT." 
The Cashier took the trouble to send to the State 
' bankvand inquire if the writer had any account 
there, and then proclsamed what, if true, would have 
proved me a swindler ; when he alone, by his neg- 
ligence, was the author of all my trouble, and his 
own future mortification ! 
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January \*Ith. 

" Her heavy eyes jtfe half-closed j the blood pours from her 
side. Son of Momiy she said, prepare the narrow tomb. 
Sleep comes, like a cloud, on my soul. The eyes of ■ 
Oithona are dim. O had I dwelt at Duvranna; in the 
bright beam of my fume ! then had my years come on 
with joy ; and the virgins would bless my steps. But I. 
fall in ^-outh, son of Morni, and my father shall blush i» 
his hall r* 

PSSIA5|'S OlTHONA. 

MANY young men, like the son of Morni, have 
4irected the fatal arrow to the heart of Oithona; 
but none of them caj:i console themselves with tho 
reflection, that they were ignorant of what they did. 
Let me lead them to the Hospital, and I will show 
them the victims of their murderous seductions ! 
There one lies in the agonies.of death, who is young, 
and who five years ago was ignorant of their de- 
vices. Then she was beautiful^ and the object of 
parental solicitude. She was of a genteel family in 
Baltimore ; was addressed by a young Englishman 
of fortune ; and in an unguarded moment, by the 
promise and expectation of marriage, was deceived. 
To retrace her steps, and recall the past, was impos- 
^ble. 

"Time's a tell-tale!" 

IjLer infant child was received and caressed by; 
her parents ; but with cold disdain the erring 
(laughter lyas dr'iven from the mansion whicK she 
had fondly thought her home. The unrelenting 
severity of those who were accessorj^to her life, in- 
ducted despair. With her deceiver she fled to New? 
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York, and for a considerable time was under his 
** prot€ttion." His promises, however, were soofr 
out of date, and he left the mother of his offspring, 
still young and beautiful, to the mercy of-<— the mer* 
ciless world. 

About this time one of the nurses, now in the 
Hospital, saw her ; who observes, that ^^ she was a 
perfect doll in beauty." The nurse then exhorted 
her to turn from her evil way of life ; butshe re- 
plied, *' I have never been taught to do any kind of 
work ; I have no friends that will receive me ; and- 
\ must proceed, or perish with hunger*" 



** If won^ to equal ilb betrayed* 
Woe waits the insect and the maid ; 
A life of pain^ the loss of peace* 
From infantas play, and man's caprice & 
The lovely toy, so fiercely sought* 
Has lost its charm by being, caught* ' 
For every touch that wooM its stay* 
Has brush'd its brightest hues away ; 
Till charm, and hue, .and beauty gone* 
'Tis left to fly or fall alone." 

». Byroit. 



^i 



Now she is as destitute, of mind as the bed on 
which she reclines, is covered with putrefaction, and 
must sink down a loathsome, unfriended object to 
the grave 1 

But thy parents were sinners too! Should they 
not have pitied and rescued thee, lost female ? 

Could her soul communicate any thoughts to her 
unhappy companions ; could her tongue move, nae** 
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thinks her language would be — ^^ Why did I not 
pass away in secret, like the flower of the rock/that 
lifts its fair head unseen, and strews its withered 

I leaves on the blast ? I pass away in my youth, and 
my name shall not be heard. Or it will be heard 
frttb sorrow, and the tears of Nuath will fall. Thou 
Unk be Bad, son of Momi, for the fallen fame of 
Oithomu But she shall sleep in the narrow tomb, 
btbom^tut voice of the moumen^' 

. * jfanuary 20th. 

' THE Beiir. Art Stansbvry, a minister sound in 
doetrioe and chaste in style, preached for me, in the 
AlmshoBBe, Ats evening. After public worship, I 
visited V dying woman, who felt herself to be a lost 
sinner, and wished to know how she could be saved« 
Her room was full of dirty, ragged, miserable be- 
ings, but they all paid attention to the instruction 
afforded their dying companion. 

yanuary 2\sU 
EARLY this morning, a sick man, W. F. sent 
for me to call at the Almshouse, and pray with him. 
Repeatedly I have visited him, but he is never 
weary of heanng the Gospel, and of uniting in pray- 
er. This man, when young, was extravagantly fond 
of the theatre, and associated with lewd people there, 
•so looDg, that he lost his health, and, by the virulence 
of disease, his teyes. After he was thus visited for 
iniquity, the present place of his residence became 
his only home. Here he n»arried one of the pau* 
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jpers^ by whom he has a large family of childretK 
He expresses much gratitude for my attentions to 
the welfare of his soul, and declares, that he desires 
complete sanctiiication from his sins, while his sole 

* confidence for justification is reposed in Jesus 
Christ. This man I would not reproach with the 

* past, which he deplores, but to the reader I nfust 
say, that attachment to theatrical amusements took 
this person from all serious business, exposied hint 
to strong temptations, and, in the issue, not only de- 
prived him of sight, but made him the father of a 
numerous race of paupers* He wfts a inan oT no 
mean mental powers ; but now he reposes in one of 
the lowest wards of the Almshouse, wears a long 
beard, is exposed to vermin, and is surrounded by 
every thing which is calculated to offend his remain- 
ing senses, and annihilate all hope for the present 
life. 

In the same room an old woman reclined on the 
floor, before the fire, who was violently affected 
, with an ague. She was brought in from the street, 
yesterday, and has undoubtedly destroyed herself 
by inebriation. I spake to her of death, judgment, 
and eternity ; of salvation by Christ, and damnation 
by sin. She could not reply ; but she shed one soli- 
tary tear, shook her head, and uttered lamentable 
groans. 

In the Hospital I have had a long conversation - 
with a yellow man, who was taught to read by the 
society of Friends. They gave him a Bible, which 
he highly esteems, and which he has read abundant- 
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If. He was reading it when I entered the ro^m^ 
and expressed a wish that the patients might all 
be made wise by their afflictions. ' He united in my 
desire, he said ; but added, that it was a difficult 
thing. He had lived, he informed me, w ith all sorts 
of people, and had found that nothing but the Bible 
was the thing* ** It is my strongest desire to abide 
btf that^^ he ssud; ^* but how to do it^ is the difficulty^ 
6 tells me that no unrighteous man shall enter hea^ 
i^en, and I cannot get clear from all sin yet. I strive 
'to be holy^ and J know that by the help of God I must 
make myself perfectly holy before Jdie^ or lam lostJ^^ 

" You cannot make yourself holy hy your o\wi 
unassisted exertions," I said; ^and will never be 
.perfectly free from sin while you live ; yet, if you 
are a Christian, you will nevertheless seelf for per* 
feet purity; but not as the ground of your accept- 
ance with God." 

" Why^ now^ I will tell you what I think. lean 
do nothing without help ; but by God^s help I hope 
to get perfect before I die, that I may be received to 
ghry; and I'll tell you, one passage troubles me 
much^for it says^ if the righteous scarcely be saved, 
v^re shall the ungodly and the sinner appear ? 
That shows it's hard work to be saved, and I find 
it so:' 

Never have I conversed with any one "who ap- 
peared more sincerely to seek perfection as the 
ground of his own salvatton. The doctrine of ac- 
:eptance on account of the righteousness of Christ 
vas, a« the reader might expect, urged upon his 

c 
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consideration. It seemed a new doctrine of righte- 
ousness, for which he could hardly relinquish his 
previous scheme of a righteousness, which he sup- 
posed the Spirit of Christ should co-operate with 
him in eifecting, for his justification. 

Finally, I asked, if he could live without prayer. 

^^'Well^now^ I will tell you fairly^ I do pray ; but 

when I a* n^t sincere^ I know that I gain nothing by 

it ; and I must tell you that I find it hard to pray 

for my enemies as I would for my friends^^ 

" D6 you wish to injure those who injure you ? 
Perhaps you feel a strong inclination to double up 
that great fist, and knock your adversary dowm 
Our old nature not unfrequently excites jBUch a dis- 
position, especially in men of your frame of body, 
and situation in life." 

'* Well^ theny Pll be honest here too* When I see 
a man whom I do not likey I pass straight by him^ 
without taking any notice of him ; and I wish he 
may be a better man. That^s all; for I know that 
if I do not forgive my enemies^ I shall not be for' 
given. But^ as I said before.^ when I pray ^ ^ feel it 
hard to pray for my enemies as for my friends."* 

There is something in this person's mind and 
manner, >vhich appears superior to any thing which 
I have ever found in one of his complexion. It shall 
be my endeavour to instruct him more perfectly in 
,the doctrines of Christ. 

To-day my gratitude to God has been renewedly 
excited, and I have additional evidence that God 
will not send a soldier of the cross on an expedition 
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at his own charges. Many, on the publication of 
my first Journal, expressed their astonishment, that, 
in such a benevolent city as this, any preacher to the 
poor should fail of receiving maintenance. The 
truth is, that the reputation which the pious people 
of this metropolis have for liberality, is well-found- 
ed ; but my situation was not generally known. 
It was supposed by many that I received a compe- 
tence ; and others, (few, however, in number,) from 
some doctrinal differences, wished that penury 
might drive me from the city. The following is 

AN EXTRACT 

From the Minutes of the Board of Trustees of the 

Society for Supporting the Gospel among the 

Poor in the City of New^Tork^ at a meeting held 

on the 20th of January ^ 1813. 

Whereas, it has become known to this board that 

the Rev. Ezra Stiles Ely is indebted to the amount 

of two hundred dollars, in consequence of the verv 

^mall compensation received for his past services as 

stated Preacher of the Hospital and Almshouse ; 

Resolved, That the Treasurer pay to Mr. Kly 
two hundred dollars, as a donation from this Socie- 
ty, to enable him to discharge that debt. 

John E. Caldwell, Sec^njp 
Once more then, I can say, that I " owe no man 
any thing, but love." 
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jfa7iuary 24^A. 

WITHIN the last twelve hours I have preacheJ 
four discourses, besides performing all the other 
usual services of public worship. In the last exer- 
cise^ I stood between two rooms in the Almshouse^ 
and preached to an unusual number. Some of the 
paupers, were much affected, and particularly a 
young woman, S. A. E — , of lovely countenance, 
who lay beside my table, sick of a fever. After ser* 
mon, I conversed with her, tut her lang^uage was ia 
whispers and tears. She knew that she was a great 
sinner, she said, but could not doubt Christ's ability 
to save even herself* ' 

In the Hospital the yellow man was eagerly atten- 
tive tp the doctrine of the believer's union to Christ, 
by which he is constituted a new creature. I am 
weary indeed, but not with the Gospel, which I 
have been proclaiming to four attentive audiences. 

To-day the old woman who lay on the floor of 
the Almshouse cellar^ on the 21st instant, departed 
this life» A drvmken life ends in a dreadful death* 

jfanuary 25th» 
W— F— ^ sent for me again, to hear n(iore ol 
Christ, and was anxious to have me speak loud, that 
all the poor people in the room might Jiear. He says 
that he can understand my doctrine better than any 
which he has heard, and does not desire any othei 
earthly teacher. In the Hospital, I prayed in a ward 
appropriated to depraved females, in which are, ai 



▲ PHAYINO SOCIETY* ' 29 

present, four or five very young and delicate lost 
ones. When I first began to exhort them, I could 
see the smile of the abandoned playing around the 
lips of several of them ; but in a few moments, when 
I reminded them of the premature death of a multi« 
tude of their companions, they became solemn. 

The evening was spent with a small praying soci- 
ety, which has existed for many years, (I believe 
for about twenty,) without intermission. This can 
be said of few establishments of the kind^ for Chris- 
tians in general are too prone to become weary ia 
well doing, and fluctuate from zeal to lamentable 
stupidity. Something new is then reqiusite, to ex- 
cite their sluggish spirits, and hence religious asso- 
ciations, founded on the best ];^rinciples, rise and 
&1L Not unfrequently one or two zealous and 
discreet persons will preserve, for a long time, the 
life of piety in their little^ company, and therefore 
the few, who are capable of leading in social wor- 
ship, should be punctual and cpnstanl. 
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jfarmary 2&th. 
THIS morning, at the request of Mrs. L— C— , 
I visited a young man, Mr. C ■ ■ r , who is on the 
verge of. the grave with the consumption. He has 
been in the Hospital twice, with the desire of gain- 
ing relief, but his case is beyond the physician's 
skill. His mother has a little room in the third 
^ry of an did house, in which she attends to her 
sick son, and schoola eight or ten children* The 
floor was carpeted^ and every thing waa neat* The 

C2 
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son seems to have some knowledge of the nature c 
faith, without any skill in describing it. He ha 
been a wild youth ; but for a few years past hi 
present disorder, preying on his lungs, has mad 
him thoughtful. I asked him in what manne 
a sinner became interested in the Lord Jesu 
Christ ? and he answered, " by praying to him 
seeking him, loving him, and keeping his command 
ments.^' He had, therefore, no idea of any but : 
practical faith in Christ. 

January %7th^ 
W — F— is still very sick. I found him in bee 
with his wife and some of their children. His gra 
titude for a little religious attention is very great 
W— R— , the blind boy, has rarely failed of repeat 
ing one hymn, after public worship, weekly, foi 
more than six months. A few moments before gO' 
ing to the Almshouse this evening, I composed th( 
following stanzas, which were sung by Blini 
George and his followers* 

1. Bekolp^ the poor, the lame, the blind, 

The sick, the wretched meet. 
Where beggars royal favour find^ 
E'en at the. mercy seat. 

2. With all oar poverty and pain, 

With all our weight of sin, . 
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We ceme) not wishing to complain^ 
But Christ himself to win* 

3, O n^y the Sbh of David hear 
Tht huiAbte prayer we raise, 
Thdt he would dry the widow's tear^ 
And fill her heart with praise* 

4i Retnembier, Lord^ the fatherless. 

And bid the drooping rise; 

Remember age in deep distress, 

Aiid' make the dying wise* 

. $4 Thou blessed J^su^, coMe and dwell 
Withiii each trembling breast ; 
Delivcir otitbm sin and hell. 
And give us, sinners, rest. . 

yanuary 2Bth. 

« Wl!EMT#te in the Hos{)itaV' said the young 

man, Mr* C-— ^r^ ifhtmk I visited on the 26th, and 

again to-day, ^^ I did not much reg$ird your preach-^^ 

iog, but I have had much time for reflectiOD, and 

now-thesame things seem of infinite consequence* 

I would not, for all the gold I could lift, return to 

ray past aitt^/^ Miaiy slC6llarthki|;ilse said, and 

aSAbred' me, thift his hope of etemiil hai^Mii^ 

thnnigh Jesua Ghtbt, is io strotig that he ia willing; 

t0die«. 
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In the Hospital I conversed with a Scotch-Irish 
woman, who.wa^s brought in by one of the Dorcas^ 
Society. She was found in a miserable condition^ 
but for many w^eks has> been made as comfortable 
as her diseases will permit. Like most of her coun- 
try-women, she speaks of doctrinal subjects with 
more propriety than is usual with people of other 
nations. Of the heart of this woman I cannot 
judge, but you will never hear her speak of accept- 
ance with God, on any other ground than that of the 
righteousness of Christ. 

The yellow man pleases me. *' A'r, I was think- 
ing^' he said, ^^just now^ that if it were not for re- 
ligion^ we should have no Hospital^ and no such good 
provisionfor us*^ All charitable institutions of this 
kind have certainly sprung from the benign influ- 
' ence of Christianity ». 

Of Christ he said, " Well^ nowy I think he did all 
he could for us^ for he died for us^ and we must do 
the best we can, and look to him, for if the truth 
was known, I think he is now in heaven praying for 
u»i poor sinners**^ With the sermon last Sabbath, 
he professes to hav€ been pleased and instructed* 
•The rheumatism may prove his spiritual good.. 
Gtod gprant it>' 



January 51st. 

Mr» L. Bleeker, a distinguished member of the 

Baptist Church, was with me this evening at the 

Almshouse, offered a prayer after sermon, and made 

afew serious and pertinent remarks. While I wa& 



ANOTHER DRUNKARI). 73 

spiking, a drunkard, with a bloated face, sat beside 
me. I fixed my eyes sternly on him, and said", 
^ The man who is dead in trespasses and sins, will 
give abundant evidence of it, by following the sins 
to which he is addicted; If the love of intemperate 
drinking is his; besetting sin, he will become intoxi^ 
cated when be has the opportunity. Do you be- 
lieve ^his?" 

The drunkard looked at me full in the face, and 
nodded his head* I continfUed to fix my counte- 
Bance on him, and said, ^^ it is not so difficult, 
theD, as some imagine, to ascertain whether men 
arc dead in sin, or alive to God, Will not the per- 
son who is quickened by the Holy Ghost, give ai 
good evidence that he is alive, as die drunkard that 
he is attached to his cups ?**' 

Here the drunkard's fire kindled into new flames^ 
a tear stood in each eye, for a second, but nature 
had become so degraded, that he immediately after 
smiled, and nodded. assent agaih. 

Instantaneously I quoted, ^^ woe unto you that 
laugh tow, for ye shaU mourn and weep." At this 
his countenance was fallen, and I turned from him, 
that he might not be exasperated, while I continued 
to pres3^ the same subject home on his mind, by the 
similar allusions. 

When Mr. Bleeker began to speak, he said, "I 
dare say that many of you do not believe a word of 
what you have heard ; but it is all solemn truth// 
Then looking on this same drunkard, he asked, 
" Do you believe that you are dead in trespasses and 
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sins ; that you are without divine and spiritual 
life ?" The half-intoxicated man answered, " Yes, 
I do believe it, and think we have had a very fine 
sermon." 

Mr. Bleeker. " No, you do not believe it ; for if 
you did, you could not lead such a life as you do." 

Drunkard. " Why, yes, I do believe that I am a 
sinner, and that all are sinners." 

3Ir. Bleeier. " If you believed in your heart that 
you was dead in sin, you could not act, and feel, aa 
you do ; but it is au easy thing to. affirm that we 
believe.** 

The poor wretch got up and staggered away five 
or six paces to another seat ; and Mr. Sleeker, in 
continuance of his discourse, said, ^^ I must tell you 
plainly, from the evidence of my own senses, that I 
^ink some who are here, arc intoxicated now, and 
sre habitually intemperate ; and these persons are 
certainly dead in sins. Except they are born again, 
they must certainly he damned !" 

An evil course of conduct is undoubtedly conclu- 
sive against any man, who asserts that he possesses 
faith. Let it be a settled principle ^hat a miser 
loves money ; let me inform him that a certain field, 
which is for sale, contains a pearl of immense value ; 
and if he does not take measures to secure that 
field, it must be in consequence of his not believing 
my testimony. Should he say, "Sir, lam eager 
for wealth, and I believe what you affirm, but shall 
take no measures to secure that pearl, which you 
say is within my reach ;'^ I should feel at liberty to 
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Tcjoin, " the truth is not in vou," In like manner, 
if sinners affirm that they bet ieve the Gospel, and 
do not act conformably to the spirit of faith, they 
deceive themselves, or they are liars who would de« 
lude others. 

We descended into the filthy apartment of W— 
F— ^ ** Well, William, how are you to-night ? Do 
you find any thing to comfort you ?" 

*' Thank you^Mr. Ely ; I*m no better, kit I trust 
in the Lord Jesus Christ .^^ 

Mr. Sleeker. ^ But what encourages you to trust 
in him, my friend ?'* 

W. JF. ** His ivord* I pray to him for mercy. ^ 
Mr* Bleeker. " But you must not trust to your 
prayers. Do you think that you know God ; and 
how long have you known him ?" 

W. F. " Not till lately ; since I was blind:^ 
Mr. Bleeker* " What makes you think that you 
have an interest in Christ ?" 
„ W. F. " His Spirit touches mine ; I feel it; 
and he applies the precious blood of Christ to my 
conscience.**^ 

This answer evinces that most of this blind man's 
notions are derived from the faculty oi feeling. 
How forcible the expression, ^^ His Spirit touches 
mine !" Much similar language I have heard from 
him. 

We ascended to one of the Hospital wards, and 
here I heard S. A. E ■ nV^ Ac young woman whom 
I addressed o«l tii^^ utter in whispers 

tnany sentioiealpfilti^^ her situation. She is 
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mild and calm, and full of prayer, in the inter 
of her frequently recurring -fits. Her whispe 
Christ affected me, and especially the expressio 
her gratitude, for m y first attempt to exhibit his 
vation, for her acceptance* Really, she has a bea 
ful face, a countenance that speaks, and I cat 
but wonder what should have brought her to 
abode of misery. 

In one day last week the Superintendent of 
Almshouse relieved a thousand poor families, w 
o»t the walls of the Institution. In this severit' 
cold, how many are the sufferers in this wide cil 

Great God ! how terrible thy frost ! 

Befote its progress who could stand ? 
Continue it, and all are lost ; 

An icy death pervades the land* 

Thou, who hast formM the drops of dew. 
And art the Father of the rain, 

At whose command the white winds blew, 
And coverM all the rocky plain ; * 

' Regard t)le children of distress. 

And Danish these congealing pains ; 
Ittt not stern Winter long oppress 

The thousands who have felt his chains* 

O bid the secret south wind nse^, 

With power to melt the rigid foe ^ 
Then ev'ry storm, reluctant, flies, 
^ And all the streams of comfort flow^ 
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But chiefly, to the frozen heart, 
O may the Spirit's quick'ning breath, 

Such penetrating warmth impart. 
As saves it from the second death. 

Let Spring return to polar slies. 
Which once have felt the cheering light ; 

An^ Christ illume the sinner's eyes, 
Long winters dos'd in dism^ nightt 
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February 2d. 

YOUNG C ■ r, the son of a poor widoXv, seems 
. to enjoy a calm and heavenly frame of mind. The 
love of Christ appears to engross his feeble powers, 
And at times confound them. ^^ He wonders that 
so soon as Christ died for sinners^ all men who heard 
tf if, did not leave off sinning^ and become perfect* 
^'holy. They ought to have done it^ and Iwond€r 
^hey did not.** i 

" But have you become perfectly holy since y<m 
believed in Jesus f<ir your own salvation ?'' 
" 0/i, no ! lamappLor unworthy creatureJ*^ 
^^ Does it riot astonish you to think, that Christ 
^ied for such an offender as you are ?" 

" Tes^ Sir; but it more astonishes ww, that wheti 
Christ once died for sinners^ he should be willing $$ 
^o it again.** 

*' I do not understand your meaning." 
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** / nteariy that if you had died for me^ and I 
wou^d^nH thank you for itj and should reject you^ 
it would be most astonishing if you would offer 
yourself to ^ne again^* 

^^ Christ certainly does urge himself, again and 
again, upon many sinners, who long slight his prof- 
fers ef peace, pardon,jmd sanctification. Yea, he 
persuades, and enables the sinner to receive him by 
faith ; and this shows us that salvation from begin- 
ning to end is an unmerited gift." 

" I feel that I have nothing to give him in re^ 
turn*^ 

" True, my young friend, you have nothing to 
give but a sinful and broken heart. You can never 
make any payment to God, nor does he require it« 
If all should perish, it would be by justice ; but if 
any are saved, it is by grace. Justice damns men, 
but grace saves men. You ought to be thankful, 
and bless God with your dying lips, for revealing 
Jesus to you ; but when God requires you to 'be 
happy, and makes you holy, that you may enjoy 
him, you do not thereby merit any thing." 

'' 0/i, *S*ir, he is a kind and just God." 

" Yes, he is the just God and Saviour." 
" To this obgect of faith and love we then address- 
ed our prayers ; whik the little school, and the mia-^ 
tress, the. mother of the dying youth, bended their 
knees before the God of the widow, and Father of 
the fatherless* 
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February 3d. 

THE CatholiC) whom I saw on the 10th of Janu- 
aryi has experienced much relief for some time past, 
and I have invariably found him respectful and 
gratefuL Now he has a relapse, is raising offensive 
matter from his lungs profusely, but still appears 
the same in mind. He united in prayer very de- 
voudy* An Irishman I found, with a bible at his 
head, and said, ^' Friend, you have the word of God 
near you." 

*' Yes, Sir," he replied ; " many persons have the 
be^t things near them, of which they make little 
or no tise.*' The remainder of his observationft 
breathed the same spirit* 

• All the patients are still and attentive, when t 
enter a room^ and testify their respect for that reli- 
^on of; which I am a minister. Sickness seems to 
amalgamate^!! denominations, and make any teach- 
er of religion, who honours his Master, the object 
of their veneration. 

My audience this evening was very full and at- 
tentive ; and with all the severity which I can justi- 
fy in the language of a messenger of grace to guilty 
men, I attempted to expose, that J might reprove, 
the peculiar transgressions of my hearers. The 
depravity of man consists in his being dead in tres- 
passes and sins to every thing which is holy, and in 
being alive to all manner of moral evil, so as to 
regulate his conduct by the course of this world, the 
temptations of the prince of the power of the air, and 
the lusts of the flesh. 
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' B,u.t what have the paupers to do with the alluring 
world, from whiqh they seem excluded I Ay, there 
is a world within the Almshouse^ which has its prin- 
ciples, fashions, and evil courses ; but what the 
paupers are deficient in the sins of high life, they 
more than make up by the lusts of the flesh. If 
the populadon of the city were to remain the same, 
and children were not bom and educated in the 

' Almshouse for the devil, I do verily believe that in 
ten years the number of persons dependent on this. 
Institution would be less by half than it now is. 
Drunkenness and lewdness are the common vices of 
the place ; and of the'paupers, which are not foif^ign- 
ers, much the, greater portion ia the offspring of the 
house. The evil will extend, and the misefable 
will procreate children of misery, until the new es*. 
tabiishment is completed, ia which the sexes wUi. 
be separated, and into which, it is to be hoped, ar« 
dent spirits will not find their way, except it be to 
the apothecary's shop. 

With W— F-»T* prayer was offered, and he tells. 
mCv that he does cheerfully resign himself into the 
Lord's hands, to be disposed of by him, for time 
and eternity, as he shall deem best. 



wwv%/vy«i 



February 5th. 

THE young woman, S. A. E— -— , with whom I 
conversed on the 24th and 31st days of last month/ 
is recovering. She appears to be very grateful to 
God for prolonging her spape for repentance^ 
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This afternoon I have, in three rooms of the 
Almshouse, prayed with at least thirty women of 
the baser «ort. Among them was A — W — , the 
stolen country-girl, whose history is given in my 
former Journal, who is still bedrid, and who has 
never had the use of her limbs, since I have been 
acquainted with her. She has been visited by her ' 
mother ; but poverty, and the care of her other chil- 
dren^ prevented her from removing her daughter. 
A—- W— was affected at my discourse ; the tears, 
which she could not suppress, arose in her eyes, and 
she said, >^ I have no hope from this world ; I must 
live and die here.'^ 

** And in a miserable place, too," I said: " but 
have you any hope of finally entering into everlast- 
ing life ? Do you pray to the Lord Jesus Christ 
ever}' day, and often V 

" O yes, Sir, in my heart,-as well as I know how.*^ 
. Another young woman sat on her bed, sewing, to 
-whom I gave, some months ago^ from Mr. Benjamin 
Allen's liberality, Doddridge's Rise and Progress. 
She had been thoughtful for some time, and was 
glad to be instructed. Poor thing ! she has been 
unable to get off her bed for two years, ?nd must re- 
main in this situation, until death shall release her- 
spirit, from the wretchedly abused frame. 

To one bloated, and full of blotches, I directed my. 
discourse, and she attempted to cry^ but could not 
succeed*. Another conducted in a very different 
manner.^. She must be thirty years of age, and has 
many remains of beauty. From her parched lips, 

d2 
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and extremely emaciated body, I perceived tfaatshe 
could not live long, and therefore, bowing my head 
over the staff of my umbrella, said, " My fellow- 
sinner, you must soon die, and" *'*' And I dorUt 

care how soon /'^ she interposed ; and rolling up her 
penetrating eyies, gave a sad sigh ! 

** The sooner I die the better**^ 

" Do you think yourself prepared, by faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and repentance for sin, to appear 
before God ?" 

^^ I hd^n^t studied that poinU^^ 

" Are you willing, then, to be removed from this 
wretched place, to a worse ?" 

" This is dad enough / Pve had nothing but mise* 
ry here^^ 

'* And are likely to have nothing but misery in 
the world to come : for you are by nature dead in 
trespasses and sins. You are a child of wrath. 
God has afflicted you here, and if you die in your 
present state, you must sink down to hell, to become 
the companion of devils and damned men." 

** I have not thought much about these thingsJ*^ 

" It is high time that you had, for you are draw-^ 
ing near to the grave ; and after death, it will be for 
ever too late to think of seeking heaven. While in . 
this world you must be reconciled to God, or be 
damned in the next. Now can you tell .me how it r. 
is possible for you to be saved ?" 

" / ar^t larn'd in these things; but I hope T 
shalnU go to a xuorse world than this.'*^ 



Such are the persons with whom I have to deal 
concerning their immortal souls, in the name of 
Him, who is the Saviour of sinners. Of all the dis- 
agreeable places which I have ever seen ^ none are to 
be compared with some wards in this Institution ; 
for the pollution of every kind which infects their 
occupants* 



February 7th, 

A detail of the events of this Sabbath, and par- 
ticularly of this evening, would occupy pages, if I • 
had sufficient strength to record them* A few hints 
must suffice. During public worship, the woman 
with whom I held a discourse on the 5th instant, 
was attentive. On her bed sat a tall country-girl, 
M-«^ M-«, whb five or six months ago returned, 
voluntarily, to her mother in the country ; but her - 
mother is poor, and the girl's health is so miserable 
that she is not able to earn her food. Her old dis- 
ease has never been wholly eradicated ; and before 
she w.ent home her physician told me, that he did not . 
think it ever could foe* She soon cami back, there- 
fore, because she could not have suitable medical 
attendance in the country ; and because our Alms- 
house Is die grand receptacle of blasted, withered, 
dying females* While George sung, " Mercy, O 
thou Son oCDsjivid,'' this forlorn creature we)>t abun- 
dantly* 

*' After sermon W— » R— repeated a hymn, and 
Mr. B ■ ijjT distributed many tracts, for which 
mipst of the heiarcrs were eager* We theti passed 
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ifito the opposite room. Istood between two very 
sick women, of the looser sort, who could not be. 
younger than forty. They both confessed them- 
selves to be exceedingly vile ; and when I asked 
one, for what I should particularly pray, she replied, 
'^ that I may have an interest in heaven, so that, 
should I suddenly be called away, I may not be re- 
jected." When I had offered prayer with her, I 
passed to a woman no better than either of these, 
who was calmly contending with Mr. B ■ r , Aat 
she always had a good heart. 

" Are you not a sinner ?" I demanded. 

" No* My heart is good by nature ; I never saxm 
adistressed person but I wished to help them, and. 
did all in my power » Pve done all I could, and bcr. 
haved as well as I knew how^ and therefore txpect \ 
that God worCt be very strict with me J*"* 

** Have you done no evil ? Or, granting even that,, 
which is not true, for I find you in a bad place ; have, 
you not come short of the glory of God ? How came, 
you here if you are not a sinner ?" 

With a solemn face and much earnestness, she. 
still maintained her integrity of heart, when^ to cut 
the matter short, I asked,. 

" Do you think yourself better than the apostle^ 
Paul?" 

" Whyt no, I can't say I am better*^ 

** Know, then, that he confessed himself a sinner,/ 
and after his conversion could sav, ' O wretched 
man that I am > . who shall deliver me from the body 
of this death ?' If, then, you are not better than. 
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Paul was, you have a wicked heart ;. but if you are 
better, you are welcome to contend for a higher seat 
ior heaven* Remember, however, that if you are ds 
much of a sinner as Paul was, and do not repent^ 
you must be accursed for ever.** 

This is a true picture of the self-righteousness of 
an unprincipled woman, O what a proud rebel is^ 
fallen, degraded, abandoned man ! 

With two ladie», and Mr. B . r , who came to- 
attend on divine worship with us, I descended into 
"VV-^ F— 's room. He is much weaker, but ap- 
pears to have gained some knowledge. He quoted 
a part of the twenty-third Psalm very appropriate- 
ly, saying, that he remembered the verse from hav- 
ing heard good old Dr. Rodgers preach from it, 
when he could himself see, and when he was a very 
wicked young man." I spoke of his having follow- 
ed pbys, and similar fblUes.; but I could easily per* 
ceive that he is truly ashamed of those unprofitable 
works. 

An old, deformed woman, who lay on the next 
bed, turned over and said, with a very coarse voice, 
^^ Poor William is very sick, and I offered to say 
prayers to him, but he did nae like 'em. But I 
think he mayVt get better ones for a' that. I of- 
fered to sing to him too, a hymn about Jesus, but 
he did nae like that neither, and so I sang on, no- 
thiDg minding him a bit.'' 

" Do you really, then, pray ?'• I asked, and she 
rejoined, " Ay, to be shaure, and why shouldVt 
I. da that r' 
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" Certainly you ought to pray ; but do you love 
Jesus Christ V 

^ Ay,* to be shaure I do^ and why should'n't I do 
that ? I know I do." 

" Why do you love him ?" 

" Because he died to help us do good works, to 
be shaure f ^id charity, you know, covers a multi- 
tude of sins. You can't deny that !" 

" Do you expect to be saved by Christ V* 

*^ Yes, to be shaure I do ; by Christ and my owir 
good works together." 

^What makes yoa think that you shall be 
saved?" 

" Because I belong to the holy Catholic Churchy 
and Christ died for his Church, to help them to be 
charitable." 

" You may belong to any external Church, and 
yet be damned. Forms cannot save you, if thsy be 
the best forms." 

" Ay, but I know he'll save me, for he gavtf 
himself for the Catholic Church." 

Here one of the ladies, who was clothed in blacky 
asked, " but do you confess your sins to Christ ?" 

" What is that to. you ? Are you my father con^ 
fessor?" 

This was her spirit ; but no one ever seemed' 
more confident of salvation. While I was praying, 
at William's request, I confessed that our good?^ 
works could not save us, and entreated God that no 
one might be left to trust in outward ceremonies.. 
The old woman was so much enraged at this as to 



THE ENRAGED SINNER* 4^ 

^ out, " Christ died to help us do good works, I 
^ ; he died for the holy Catholic Church." After 
is she was silent, and when I had concluded the 
dress to the throne of grace, I attempted to show 
r more perfectly the Way of Life. She cover- 
her face, however, and would not answer a syl- 
>le ; principally, I suppose, because I said, that 
e iioly Catholic Church includes all who sincerely 
lieve on Christ, and none else. 
One thing must be very evident to my readers, 
he same isort of pride and bigotry which infects 
e polite and fashionable unbelievers, has its resii* 
:nce in the breasts of the niost abandoned wretch- 
• It seems that even an old hag, with her red 
ce, can seriously insist on having a good heart by 
iture. Yes, she can ask, " Why, what evil have 
done ?** Suck is the way of an adulterous woman; 
\e eateth^ and wipeth her mouthy andsaithj I have 
one no wickedness* Prov. xxx. 20. Another^ 
overed with rags, can talk about securing salvation 
y her good works of charity. Let the most be- 
evolent, who have no better ground of confidence 
owardd God than their own beneficence, hear this 
voman talk, and they must be disgusted with that, 
^hich they allow in themselves. It really requires 
nuch grace, shed alH*oad in the heart, to make the 
iiBuer acknowledge with gratitude, that by grace we 
ure saved, through faith ; and that not of ourselves ; 
it is the gift of God. 
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February 10th, 

^' With wounded wing* or bleeding breasti 
Ah ! where shall either victim rest I 
Can this with faded pinion soar • 

From rose to tulip as before ? N 

Or Beauty, blighted in an hour. 
Find joy withiA her broken bower?^ 

THIS morniDg i visited the two wards in the 
Hospital which contain lewd men, and left Dod- 
dridge's Rise and Progress in each, which thejr 
.promised to read. They were attentive to all which 
1 said, and were pleased to have me call on them* 
Indeed, they had previously intimated to one of the 
nurses, that if I did not visH them, they should ab* 
sent themselves frpni my public discourses. Ift | 
another ward I visited a sick Italian, and my Ro- 
man Catholic friend ; wh6 lifted up his ^ands and 
eyes to heaven, prayed in loud whispers, and saidi 
^^ O ! I need Chrisi to save me, enough, indeed ! 
that I do : may God be merciful to me, a sinner.'' 
This man has no objection to the true doctrine oi 
confession to Christ, and not to a priest, and of the 
remission of sins through the Redeemer alone« 

In the evening I preached in a ward of lost fe» 
males, in the Almshouse, in which public worship 
has never before been attended ; and then visited 
two other rooms, containing persons of the same sex 
-and character. M*— B— , of my former Journal^ 
still lives, and appears to be a Christian ; but she 
joxust be contented to remain on the bed of deaths 
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[n the same room a young woman lies, who has 
)een a public professor of religion, and a prostitute 
It the same time. There I saw another woman of 
ibout thirty years of age, .who was one year in the 
Hospital, and who has been nearly the same time in 
the Almshouse. She is almost gone, and she said 
of two young things, not more than sixteen years of 
age, who sat at the foot of her bed, mending some 
old rags to cover their naked, weather-beaten, dying 
bosoms, "O that they would take warning from 
me !" The professor of religion, who Is a common 
courtesan, seemed quite insensible ; while two or 
three, who had never acted the part of hj^ocrites, 
were much afieaed. 

This proves that an unrenewed, nominal Chris- 
tian, who has had many fits, swoons, and fevers of 
4evotioi;i, without any saving knowledge or faith, 
may be worse than many abatidoned persons, who 
sever made any pretensions to religion. 

W<*^ F"*!— declines, but he can nod his meaning, 
just as well as if he spake it. Every thing he re- 
ngns into the hands of the Redeemer, whose soul 
touches his. 

Good mg^t to the hundred poor, to whom I have 
pitached ; good night to the thirty devotees of Suc- 
€otb»Benoth, with whom I have afterwards prayed. 
* Lord, what is man !— poor-^feeble man !" 
Mercy ! mercy ! mercy on us ! Son of David. 
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February 14t/i. 

3ESIDES attending Church once, I have preach- 
ed three times to-day, visited and prayed in three 
wards of the Almshouse, and, in short, have gone 
through a scene so similar to that of the last Sabbath, 
that it is useless to enlarge this article. 

\rv\>vwwv 

February ISth. 

THIS morning! have visited three wards of the 
Hospital, and prayed with three dying men who 
were solicitous of instruction. 
One said, " lam almost as low as lean i^." 

" Yes, friend," I replied, " and perhaps you will 
die soon." 

" / hope not^'* he responded, and drew back with 
much horror in his countenance. 

He had not, indeed, calculated on dissolution, and 
it was my unpleasant duty to convince him that 
the cold hand of death was on his heart. Before I 
left him, he appeared to be more reconciled to the 
thought of speedily departing from this life. 

My Roman Catholic friend was truly glad to 
sec me, and assured me that death had become 
by far less .terrible than it was, before he knew 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. He said, " I 
am waiting for the last moment." To see his pale, 
and white, and red, full face, lifted up to heaven, 
with eyes full of tears, would affect any spectator, if 
it would not convince him of the reality of vital re* 
ligion. 
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Another man I approached on the bed of sick- 
ness ; but what shall I say of him ? On the Sabbath 
but one before the last, in this same room, a man 
died, a few moments after I had concluded my ser- 
mon, and two have since resigned their bodies to 
the power of the grave ; but all this is nothing to the 
callous heart. From his furrowed face, and gray 
locks, which hung upon his shoulders, I might have 
expected to hear him say, " I remember the days of 
my youth with sorrow ; when I feel the weakness of 
my arm. I have beheld the tombs of my friendsi 
and now darkness comes on my souL" 

Nothing like this escaped him. " You are aged. 
Sir, as well as sick," said the writer. 

** TeSj lam a good old dog yet^''^ he said, and turn- 
ed his antiquated frame like Goliah of Gath ; " a 
good old dog, that may live many daysJ*^ 

" I could wish you some higher destiny than that 
of a dog which shall perish." 

" / have no doubt but that every good man wishes 
the same ; but my sins are as innumerable as the 
sands on the sea-shore, and I can spend my time 
much better than to be praying for their pardon /" 
This was uttered with such a countenance and air, 
that I confess I knew not what to say to him. He 
appeared to defy the livi^ng God. A few things, 
nevertheless, I suggested for his consideration, and 
he closed his eyes, telling me that he wished to go 
to sleep. " You must sleep, soon," I said, " the 
sleep of death ; and may God grant that you do not 
awake in hell." 
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February 16th» 

** Though weary*d virtue oft this soul forsake* 
Heroick ardour burning in his breast 
Resolv'd, uiivanquish'd, to sustain the lest. 
For great and fair it seem'd, to undertake 
Stern virtue^s fiery conflict, great and fair 
The wish to conquer, and the heart to dare— — 
How glorious, then, to gain th' unrivall'd prize ! 
But, ah ! when moFe oppos'd, more strongly rise 
The foe's resistless pow'rs, hope sinks in deep despair.'* 

Oberott. 

AT the request of Mrs. M****, who, without 
wealth, does much good, I renewed my visits to the 

sister of Miss H , the sick soldier's female 

friend, of whom I gave some account in my Jour- 
nal for 1811.* The aged and withered surviver^ 
who was born before her departed sister, still occa- 
pies the same cellar, which, to use her own word^ 
^' is homely, but tieat ' A neighbour, a poor wo^ 
man, who appears to be thoughtful, had come to 
make her a visit, and they two were actually withit* 
the chimney, over a few sticks which had bee»^ 
kindled to boil the pot. 

" You have almost forgotten me, I suppose ; bi*. ^ 
vou once knew me." 

" 0, it^s Mr. Ely! Pm glad to see you once morr-^ 
Hoxv do you do f Tou look healthy ; much more sc^ 
than you did*^ 

" And you can remember better days, and t«ll of 
changing scenes.*' 



» See pages 70, 71, 78, 121. 
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*' l^es^ Sir; I can well remember when I had the 
honour oj* dining' in company with that reverend 
man of Gody Mr* George Whitejield^ and with eight 
or ten clergymen at the same tirne*^^ She then re- 
peated their names to me, which I have forgotten. 

" £ut it is the Lord, who has brought me low^ and 
I must submits Blessed be his name ^ for he deals 
mercifully with me*^ 

^' Have you suffered much since I saw you last ? 
Or have you been provided for ?" 

" Once last summer I arose on the Sabbath, and 

had nothing but a crust of bread, and one drawing 

of tea in the house, and so I went to the church 

fasting, and there I was fed, so that I was complete' 

ly satisfied^^ 

" Did any one give you temporal food there ?" 

*' Oh, na; but I was refreshed with the word of 
God, and returned to this place, and was as well 
satisfied, as if the room had been lined with provi" 
sions* Sjis word is meat indeed. But I was very 
weak, and went to bed. _ In the evening I thought 
that I ought to go to my meeting again, and not lie 
down in sadness; so I went, and themext day I got 
some work to supply my craving appetite^ 

^ I perceive, that the poorest are not the most 
unhappy people in the world, and the Lord appears 
to comfort you in your sorrows* He brings down 
many^ and raises others up." 

" Ihaiee seen many grow rich ; but I think Amcr^ 
ica has become great without being thankjul. F 
think thfi people have i^ecome proud and high in their 

e2 



54 TUB FRIENDSHIP OF THE POOR. 

notions. To be high and rich is the ruling passion ^ 
in bur land.^^ 

The writer thought her remarks correct, but was 
gi^ilteful for the fact, that many people in the midst 
of us are exemplary in their piety. 

** True^^ she said, " and there seems to be more 
than a common stir in this city ; but if all profes- 
sors were possessors of religion j this city xvould 
be a very different place. ^^ ' 

This quaint, but pungent speech, may have been 
original with her, or it may have been quoted from 
the fathers. I did not inquire how she came by it; 
and^since she spoke without any ^apparent disaffec- 
tion with the affluent, yea, without the least mani-. 
festation of discontent with her own situation, I 
could not but yield the humiliating assent. The 
present of a copy of my Journal, gave her great de- 
light. 

From this subterranean abode of contentment, I 
went to the house of one of my poor, bewidovved 
friends, wh® is sick from hard work. She received 
three copies of my Journal, for which a neighbour 
is to give her t,iro dollars. It is a great consolation, 
that if I have a few bitter enemies among the rich, 
I have none among the poor, so far as I can le^n, 
in any of the places in which I have sojourned. 

My presence was desired in this test place, prin- 
cipally, as a casuist. The widow's eldest son, who 
is a handsome young fellow, and a good mechanic, 
has married a young woman, who has never obtain- 
ed a legal divorce from her former husbapd. This 
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troubles the tender conscience of the mother, and 
has contributed, with the cause above stated, to 
make her sick. With the young man I had a con- 
versation before his marriage, and attempted to dis- 
suade him from forming the connexion which he 
proposed, until the proper civil authority should 
give herpermission to enter- the matrimonial rela- 
tion again. 

Since many such cases exist in large cities among 
popr people, I will give an account of this young 
couple, and suggest such remarks as were made by 
myself, with the hope of influencing their conduct ■$ 
that possibly some who may read, may in future im» 
derstand t|;ie divine law on this subject. 

Tile: facts are these. Not many years since, a 
young man^ of comely person, who was then a clerk 
in a store, eourted a worthy young woman, who was 
every way his equal, who had some little property, 
and such charms as do not fall to the lot of half .the 
female race. She knew nothing against his charac- 
ter, and because she loved him, she married hiou 
Soon after she found, to her inexpressible sorrow, 
that he I\ad lately seduced a young woman, who was 
likely ta become a mother by him. This victim 
was taken sipk ; but the tender wife so far forgave 
h^r husband's previous misconduct, . as to visit and 
assist the dying female*. 

After the miserably ^xitof this deluded things k 
came to the knowledge of the wife, that her husband 
had induced the person of hisxriminaLpleasures, to 
ta^e. some medicine for the destruction of her unr. 
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born progeny, which proved the death, not only of 
the babe, but also of herself* 

This rendered the young man so obnoxious, that 
he was dismissed from his clerkship, and rejected 
from the society which had previously thought him 
its ornament. To support himself, he enlisted in 
the theatrical band, met with applause, and insisted 
upon making his newly married wife an actress* 
She positively decUned, and he as positively assured 
her, that if she would not consent, he would never 
live with her as his wife. Thus, in a few weeks 
after they were married, they were separated, and | 
the wife, having abundant evidence of his illicit in«' 
tercourse, was very willing to receive a written cer- 
tificate, which he called a divorce, of his having 
abandoned her for ever. 

Many months after this separation, she became 
acquainted with the widow's son* They were loa0 
pleased with each other, and were disposed to l>^ 
united in weijUock. Indeed they were well calcul^a^ 
ted to be happy in such a union* I advised tb.^ 
young man to assist her in getting a legal divorc 
or else never to marry her. It was my ezpectatio 
from what he said, that he would have taken m 
advice. But he was poor ; he found the forms 
law expensive ; Ihe heard, more than a year agoir^ 
that her first husband was dead, of which, however^ 
she was not certain ; and supposing that a divGO'c^ 
.could not be granted without the consent of this ab«^ 
acondtng huidband, wlio is probably in Canada, they 
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were put together by some clerical person of obscure 
fame. 

If the young man had possessed a good education 
and fortune, he might have married into any of the 
most respectable families in this city. To stand 
well at the bank, is every tiling with many rich pa* 
rents ; and his fine face, genteel fo]:m, and amiable 
manners, would have captivated the young ladies* 
No wonder, then, that this irregularly divorced 
young woman, and this attractive artisan, should 
have come together. 

To the record of these facts I subjoin the follow* 
ing RsicAAu. 

Marriage is constituted by a mutual covenant 
between a male and female to become husbsmd and 
wife, and to perform, in relation to each other, the 
various duties of the connubial state, to the utter 
exclusion of all intercourse with others, until the 
union shall be dissolved by the death of one of the 
pirtners* Whenever a man and woman voluntarily 
enter into this covenant engagement, they are mar- 
ried by their own consent ; and if this covenant can 
be proved by witnesses, the marriage is valid in 
civil law. 

In the patriarchal ages, all marriage connexions 
were formed in this manner. When Isaac took 
Rebecca to be his wife, and she took him to be her 
husband, the bands of wedlock were knotted. It is 
an erroneous notion that any two are married by 
the act of a third person, instead of their own mutu- 
al covenanta 
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Had civil law interposed no regulations, a simplfc 
covenant of marriage before witnesses would con- 
stitute a marriage between competent persons, and 
fiuch a marriage as^ the holy Scriptures pronounce 
honourable. But, to prevent clandestine intercourse^ 
under pretence of a lawful cov^nant^, most civilized 
communities have required, that the parties shall 
appear before some minister of the Gospel, some 
justice of the peace, or some other public officer, and 
in his. presence take each other " for better or for 
worse." This is a wise ordinance of man, td 
which, as to a human law, the members of a com- 
munity are bound to submit*. If they cavenftnt be- 
fore other witnesses, who are not appointed to take 
cognizance of such connexions, I do not say that 
they sin against the divine institution of wedlock, 
but they violate the divine injunction, binding on all 
members of a community, to ^^ submit to every Iccw" 
ful ordinance of man, for the Lord's sake." 

The divine law admits of divorce, in only one 
case ; and human law ought never to justify it in 
any other. If partners quarrel, and one departs, the 
other cannot be bound to live with the absentee ; 
but neither, for any cruelty, can be so divorced as to 
have scriptural permission to marry again. The 
language of our Lord on this subject, is definite, and 
ought to give law to every Christian people. 

The ground of divorce, which Christ declares to 
be sufficient, either for the husband or the wife, is 
u^chastity. Consult Matthew v. 32. and xix. 9, 
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The word, rendered in these passages fornication^ f 
signifies any actual violation of the nuptial couch* 

According to the civil law of the Jews, some 
public testimony of a divorce was requisite ; and 
most communities since have required some legal 
process before separation can be deemed justifiable. 
It ooght not to be left to the discretion of the parties, 
who may be jealous, to decide, whether there is suf- 
ficient cause for the dissolution of their contract, or 
not. They are incompetent judges in their own 
case ; and any who design to be divorced, but will 
not'seek to comply with the wholesome regulations 
of civil government, discover a depraved disposi- 
tion, which justly renders their title to a divorce 
suspected* 

It is evident that the young woman whose history 
I have given, had good, scriptural, and legal cause 
ibr separation from her husband. Both before and 
after marriage to her, he cohabited with others* 
Had she, therefore, been divorced, according to the 
forms of law in the State of New- York, she would 
have been at perfect liberty to have married her 
present partner* 

The circumstances of the case extenuate, but do 
not perfectly justify the parties* Her former hus- 
band had given her a certificate of his renouncing 
her, and it would have taken all the property of the 
present couple, to have gone through the tedious 
forms of lingering justice. 

Still they offended agamst a good civil institution, 
and I relate the story, that some plain people, who 
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may peruse my Journal, lAay not be hasty in form* 
ing conpexions which are not easily broken up, even 
when there is good reason for disunion. " There* 
fore^ take heed to your spirit^ and let none ded 
treacherously with the wife of his youth* For the 
Lordy the God of Israel^ saith^ that he hateth putting 
away : for one covereth violence with his garmerU^ 
saith the L^rd of hosts; therefore^ take heed to 
your spirit^ that ye deal not treacherously.^'^ M Ai.- 
ACHi ii. 15. 

February 17 th. 

THREE ladies accompanied me this morning to 
the Almshouse, who presented George with some 
apparel for the Sabbath, from the Dorcas Society* 
He was requested to sing. 

^^ I have a cold,'' he said, not because he had 
learned to make such excuses from the fashionably, 
*''' but I will try ;" and the ladies were charmed with 
his performance. 

We saw the Wind boy, W— R— . He stood by 
a window, with the bible in his hand, just like one 
who could see, and was reading to himself some 
portion, which I presume had lately been read to 
him. 

*' Come, William, read a chapter to these ladies." 
After a little hesitation, he said, ^^ If you will turn 
me to the eighth chapter of Matthew^ I wi//.*' • I 
found the place for him^ he took the book, and when 
one who could see would havQ turned the leaf over. 
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s turued it, and read thAhapter as fluently as any 
>y of his age could have done. He can tell all his 
:quaintance'by the sound of the voice, as easily as 
:hers can by sight ; and so soon as he heard me 
Iter the rooo), he apologized for not repeating a 
y^mn to me on the evening of the last Sabbath. It 
as an uncommon thing for him to fail, but I re- 
lember now that he was not then present. 

We visited, and prayed with, many, and particu- 
irly with those whom I saw on the evenings of the 
th and of the 10th of the present month. 

" Are you now convinced," I asked one, " that 
ou have a bdd heart ?" It was the same old pan- 
ler of whom I have previously written. 

*' 1^0 J lam notm Tou wish to mock me. lam no 
mrse than others ; and Vll not confess^ for any man^ 
^hat I have a bad heart ; for I always wish ^ re- 
^eoe those that I see afficted.* 
/* I do not say that you are worse than others ; 
biit these three ladies have, by nature, very wicked 
iearts." 

** How do you know ? Did they ever confess 4hat 

The visitors then confessed themselves sinners, 
ad naturally wicked in heart; but the old, self- 
ighteous creature, insisted upon it, that ^^ no one 
as the better for going to phurch, and no priests 
loiild ever make up a mess of stuiF, to convince her 
at her heart was wicked, when she knew better." 
** Why,*' said the nurse of the room, " they call 
e a Deist in this houses but I ^ not, for I was 
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bred up to the Church of England, and I'll confess 
that I sin more or less every day*'' So much as thb 
the poor, blinded wretch would not acknowledge, 
and I am confident that no sober, moral, and exem- 
plary person, who is without evangelical faith and 
repentance, was ever more confident of the native 
goodness of his heart* 

M— B — said she had some hope of "becoming a 
hale woman yet ; " and 0, if Ido^ lam so grateful 
to you, that I would come and be your servant j aU 
your days^^ It was in vain to protest- that I had 
merited nothing, and desiried nothing^ but her salva- 
tion. *^ I am a poor sinner, Mary, and deserve hd 
as tvell as yourself," " It is,^ she said, " a grest 
blessing to you if you feel that ; but I hope GodnoiH 
reward youy 

While I was conversing with another dying fe- 
male, the woman's countenance who was stretched 
on the next bed, became red *zs scarlet, an4 sh^ 
burst into tears. She covered her i^ce with her 
clothes, when I turned to her, but she sobbed aloud* 

The girl who has made a profession of religion, 
is beautiful, and excited much emotion in the minds 
of my companions. She was exhorted to seek a 
better religion than that which she had supposed 
herself to possess. Her passions had been move(}, 
at a Methodist church, and she was told that &it 
was converted, without having any scriptural know- 
ledge cf the way df salvation, or evidence that aiie' 
had passed from death to fife. When I argued 
from what her past prospects must have beexly she 
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ippeatred to feel a little ; but do colour came over 
ler iatere8tiDg,fac^,D0 tears bedewed her &ne eyes. 

Poor^ miserable creature, man ! 

This evening I went to the Almshouse to preach, 
rery reluctantly, and quite indisposed, but I went to 
I room which has not been the place of public wor- 
ihip before. It was crowded ; and at the door I 
seas requested particularly to pray for a young 
tvoman, who would lie on. the right of my table. 
She has been afiUcted, for a long time, with nervous 
iffections. Her appearance was prepossessing ; but 
in the midst of the first singing ^he awooned. Four 
dr five old nurses were much engaged to restore 
ber, for they ^^ sot great store by the poar^ nice gaL^^ 
Their anxiety for her, and her diligent attention to 
hear, made me breathe out the Gospel^ as I think of 
it in the closet, with all plainness and simplicity. 
Before the sermon was concluded, she went into 
hysterical fit&^ which lasted for some time ; but so 
soon a$ the convulsions were over, she gave renew* 
ed attention. 

On the whole, I am thankful that I went ; but the 
air of the room was horrible, and I seem to feel the 
down of it fuzz in my throat, while.1 write. How 
desirable will be the chapel in the new Almshouse, 
for my successor! But still, he must itiherate 
llupugh the sick rooms. 

This fainting girl told me, that she could under-" 
stand me, most of the time ; and a poor lady by her 
ride, whom I found to be her mother^ with tears r<*- 
quested me to call on her again.* 
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Good night to their aiSictions ! and, oh ! that I 
could say, ^'good night to all wzj/ sorrows.'* 

February 19th. 

IN the Almshouse I called on the young woman 
of nervous affections. She was sitting up in her 
bed, and had a fine camel's hair shawl, with a small 
figure, about her neck. From this circumstance, 
one may easily judge what has been her past course 
of conduct ; for if a person comes into the abodes 
of disease and death with such fragments of gentili- 
ty about her neck, she may be set down in the calen- 
dar ^^ of those who are not so good as they" should 
be ;*' or of those who (to use the serious expression 
of a black man, who was himself in that predfca- 
ment) are afflicted with " the gentleman^s com- 
plaint." Still, in spite of the shawl, and a muslin 
night cap, and a fine cravat about her neck, I pitied 
her. Her face was already highly coloured with a 
fever, but when I began to speak of repentance for 
all past sin, it assumed a deeper hue. 

In the Hospital, six wards this afternoon received 
me, as a messenger of my Master. The man whom 
I saw on the 15th instant, who could not think he 
must die, is gone to the eternal world. 

The man who calls himself " an old dog," was 
asleep, and perhaps will soon be drowned, with the 
dropsy, to awake no more, until in hell he shall lift 
up his eyes, being in torment. One with whom I 
then conversed and prayed, has died before his eyes, 
and I saw him dissected, to promote the healing art.. 
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I found a young roan, H<^— H— , of fine form and 
countenance, sick with ^^the spotted fever/' who 
confessed, with deep emotion, that he was not pre- 
pared to die. He must be some young man of 
more than common parts, for every article of his 
dress, and every word of hb language, indicates 
him to be of a respectable family and education; 

With a good woman, who knows that she must 
soon die, but who is unwilling to die in the Hospi** 
tal, I laboured, and prayed, that she might learn to 
dispart from any place which God shall deem expe- 
dient ; and, until the time of her release, remain 
contented. It is easy to teach the duty of content- 
ment to the affluent, but to the iK)or'^'^ who wants 
to die in the Hospital ?" 

^^ Still, still, good woman, it is as near heaven as 
jrondcr palace j and pray, where could you, who arc 
without a home, die so well l^ 

** I expect t/iat I shall be savedj^ said a sick black 
woman, ** if I put all my trust in Jesus Christy and 
intehim in spirit and in truth.^^ 
. A very aged Dutch woman said to me, *^ Ino 
^ght to complain met his dealing's met me, for I 
a great sinner ; but I hope he give me grace to wait 
metpatienccj till he please to come to me*^* 

"Could you hear the Gospel when I preached 
here last?" 

" OyeSy to my great joy ; for what else can- a sin* 
net do J I nothing else to satisfy me met hope.^'' 
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February 20th. 

*' Proud minds and guilty* whom their crimes oppre88> 
Fly to new crimes for comfort and redress." 

Crabbe. 

TO-DAY an excellent seaman, who held somft 
office onboard thefrigate ^^ United States j* and wh^ 
wa^much esteemed for. bia bravery by the gallant 
commodore Decatur, was brought into the Hospi-^ 
. tal with his throat cut, to the very bone of his necL 
The young man had been drinking to^ esces^ and 
became crazy. When the fumes of the liquor sub^ 
sided, a^ dejection of spirits, which is very^commpn^ 
ensued, and in this situation, while at a house of ill- 
fame, he applied the instrumept of death p his own 
throat. A.messnuitefoiK^d him sitting up in his 
bed, and the blood becoming cold on the floor ; buty 
by stretching his neclrback, when.he performed the 
horrid deed, the jugular veins wer^ preserved en- 
tire, so that his life was preserved until this even^ 
ing^>^e could assign no reason for this transaction |[ 
and t^ only reason probably was, that intemper- 
ance andl fust; produced the madness of melancholy^ 

^.February 2UU., 

AFTER discoursing to a full room in the Hos« 
pital, this morning, I went to pray with my Catho- 
lie friend, and the young man sick^oL the spotted Jk^ 
ver. The former can utter very appropriate 8enti« 
inents, with a smile of hope on his dying face \ .an^a 
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the latter wishes to live^ that he may be prepared 
fitf* death. It is my earnest prayer that he may, to^ 
know Jesus Christ in spirit, and in power. 

In the evening Mr. B r and Mr. F r, 
with several ladies, attended public worship in the 
Almshouser After the usual services, these gen-^ 
tliemen offered prayers in different rooms, which we 
visited, and the ladies dUj^tributed, some fruits^ and 
other refreshments, to some of the most afflicted 
females. 

. Poor W — F*— seemed a little deranged, i^ough 
extreme debility, and was very urgent, like a maa 
hldf-starved,- in begging that some little niceties 
aidht be sent to him. He said that he had once 
been accustomedto comforts, and he now rejected 
fiRom Ma stomach almost every thing. Hetwould 
not have been in want, I think, had not his wife, who 
is a coarse, unfeeling woman, impropriated some of 
th€^ presents of my .female friends to her own use* 
The blind man gave abundant evidence, that ii^ 
some sicknesses, that delisate organ^ the stomach, 
laay reject brown-. broadband molasses, while the 
hunger of the suierer may engross all his thoughts^ 
and almost incapacitate him for serious reflection. 

The aged Dutch woman talked much ^^ met her 
wisitors," to their great satisfaction s .andthenfr« 
tfiua girl appeared sad and humble. , 

With some young persons, who were not too fai; 
gpne to biush,. I.< held a serious discourse, when a 
cpqrtesan, of about, thirty, years, a . Scotch- Irish 
WEpm^> who is a litde deranged in mind^ stretched. 
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forth her hand to me, which I declined taking, lest 
she should hold me too fast. But, reader, mavk 
what force education has, even on a polluted mind, 
partially insane. 

" I believe, Sir,'* she said, ** that we are of the 
same sentiment." This she uttered, when I was at- 
tempting to convince a woman that she is a sinner, 
who would not acknowledge it. ' 

*' Come a little nearer to me," she continued, ** I 
do not like to talk loud." 

In something of an animated tone, I asked, ^^ Are 
you not a sinner ?" 

" Hush I hush ! how can I deny that ? Why d(y. , 
you ask me such a question P J was bred up in Ire^ 
land by the Ren. Mr. -— -• Perhaps you might 
know him. He was of the same sentiment with Dr» 
M*Leod of this city ; and I think you are soond 
toOy mon ; and therefore I wish to have you talk ta 
me. Vne heard you preath twa sermons since 1 
have been in this house.V 

She then stated, very accurately, tlie subjects on 
which she had heard me discourse, and the texts of 
Scripture on |[hich my sermons were founded. 

" When I came in here^ because I had been a little • 
without reason^ once^ and my friends could not patf 
for my board in the Hospital^ I thought I might not 
hear any preachings because J could not know that it ' 
would be soond, but I want to hear you again.'*'* 
' " You ought to believe the truth, when you hear 
it, whoever may be the preacher ; but your orthoi^ 
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dbxy will not save you. Do you believe and feel 
what yoci heard ? Did it convince you of sin ?** 

** Why J as I was sayings I thought I might not 
hear you ; hut you are soond in thefaithy and I want 
to hear you again.*'* 

Here Mr. F r asked her a practical question, 
and, as he is a Scotchman, I thought he might be 
the best soldier to attack a woman entrenched be* 
hind the rampart of orthodoxy, which induced me 
to turn to others. She did not know, however, that 
he was soorid tooy although connected with t^e Re- 
vo&HED Dutch Church, instead of the Reform- 
xp Presbyterian, and for this reason, probably, 
declined all further conversation. 

A little bigotry and orthodoxy having been deeply 
impressed in youth, are thus retained, even in a state 
.of immorality and derangement. Why should she 
have beeti afraid to hear one, who. was not of the 
church in which she was educaited ? Why should 
she have felt as if she was doing evil, while she was 
listeningto me, until, from my doctrine, she thought 
diatlwasof the genuine Scotch Church?- I love 
many of the Scotch for their intellect, and evangeli- 
cSal purity of doctrine and discipline ; but if bigotry 
must exist, I atn willing that it should be in the 
minds of the insane, rather than in the brethren 
whom I fondly cherish, as the active and intelligent 
disaples of Jesus. 

A. little girl repeated a hymn. W— R— did 
the same, and read to us the greater part of a long 
chapter in Matthew-s GospeU 
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For my consolation, I can remember,' that the 
Lord was visibly present with us thb evening, and 
that aome of his people were refreshed*. Mrs. 
M**** also informs me, that a lady who camt 
with her a few evenings since, to Jiear me preach to 
the poor, was brought into a state of very deep con- 
viction andi sdfrabhorrence, by that sermon which 
was principally directed to persons widely different 
\ from herself in education and temporal xircumstan* 
ces. The Gospel is, iivdeed,but one ; yet the man- 
ner of exhibiting it is various : and if I have any 
talent, it consists in the power of making the. priQci- 
pal doctrines of grace intelligible ta the uBderstandr 
ing of the meanest.person. Yet God 'can sanctify 
that manner of promidgingthe Gospel, whi.:h serins 
best calculated to edify the^poor, to the mm^ of the 
rich and the refined. The plain truth, and not any 
refinement of style, (although I abhor bad taste and 
bad .grammar, in any sermon,} is the power of God 
imto salvation. 
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February 23df. 

IN all my past visitations to the Nbspital, I have 
met with no scenes^ whichjhave exceeded in aolem* 
nity those -of this morning. My Romish friend, 
H— O^N — ^ was sitting up on his bed, with a cheer- 
ful countenance, and said, *^ Although I don^t expect 
to live long, yet I thank (Sod that he spares me, and 
Iffeel quite hap^^'l He was eating a piece of dried 
beef, with a cracker, $M^^dded,/^ I am. thankful. 
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^t for a little while lam so much better than I 
was, and that I have a relish for this food.** 

It is really a pleasure to visit aoch a dying mao, 
particularly because all his bigotry is gone, oo more, 
I trust, to returo. 

Of die young man's life, who is sick in the same 
room, "with the spotted fever, there is some hope; 
butin two other wards, I visited four who were 
very low, indeed, with the same complaint. One of 
them,a^lor, when I entered his room, was sitting 
up, wiih one foot oS his bed. The cold dews a£ 
de^th were tridiling down from hie nose and hair, 
but I did not think his dissolution to be immediate- 
^ at band. A conversation, therefore, ensued, with 
die person who calls himself a " good old dog" of a 
man, and who was now seated by the stove. 
. " You seem a little better, Sir, thfin when I saw 
you last ; but the physicians tell me that you have 
the dropsy. ' Your old age, if you had no disease, 
should forbid you to expect the If^ig continuance of 
life." 

** TcSy Sir, lam old, hut I hope to live many yean 
yet. Still J know that the period of life muatcomty 
and that ritg-mutt all pay the debt to nature** 
. J' Do you think yourself prepared for death !" 
*yThat'a not a fair ^uestion^" 
*f. -Far- be it from me to treat you with inciviliQr ; 
but.I-d>ink It a very fair, and important question. I 
wctold^^i^however, urge -con veraation." 

'f^vr-ws^id lie unciviHn declining rf. T^erc 
is'',a.4^'e.'ani^' manner whkh w not diaoffreeaMti 
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andfreguently I have spent hours in conversation 
with ministers^ when it amused me; and there are 
times when it would be a perfect heU to spend an 
hour in such company.'*^ 

** How important, then, is it for your own happi- 
ness, that you should be prepared to spend an etc|r- 
nity in holy society ! If the society of the good tor- 
ments you now, and you die in thi^ state^ what must 
i)e your condition through eternity ?" 

" God will take care of that matter • All I have 
io do in this world is to act according to the dictates 
of nature. It will be of no use for me to trouble my^ 
^elf about my destiny y which is in his hands^ 

*' Does not your reason teach you, that if there b 
a (Tod, you ought to seek his favour ? Are you not 
convinced, that if God governs, you are still frce^ 
and accountable ? If you are a sinner, does notrea-, 
son teach you, that you ought to repent ?" 

" I will tell you xohat Ithink^'* said he, and pi^l-. 
tsd o£P his wooUen^^p, to scratch his gray headj 
" / will tell yowmy opinion* A young rake im 
Philadelphia^ of my acquaintance^ by the name of 
Belly was met by a very pious ^aker. Bell had ^ 
been religiously ^ educated^ and was a fellow offint 
parts y but liteji a very licentious life* The ^aker . 
reproved him with a good deal of asperity ^ when he 
should have remembered that the vilest dog has some 
delicacy of feelings and will not be benefitted by. 
rough severity. He reproached him for his immoral 
life J and was very urgent to prpselyte him^ ^£ell_ 
was rude in return^ and asked him, * Pray, friond^ 






what makes you a good man, while I am a bad man, 
when my understanding and education in religious 
things have been equal to yours?' The ^uaierMn- 
sweredj * the grace of God.* * Well, theuj replied 
BbUj Hi is iK6 Aanks to ytnx^ nor to the devil, that 
you are not as wicked as I am ; for one who is con- 
strained by the grace of God, cannot help being 
holy/ Now Jam of BelPa opinion ; fir I have at* 
tempted to pray^ when I was upon my bed, many a 
iimCy imd I never could make my heart -any better* 
Ml my prayers etrt Hie pouring water upon a 
drowned raf^ as the saying is,^ 

*^ Have you no distress on account of your situa- 
tion ^ Ai^ you willing to Uve and die, in such ob- 
duracjik?" 

^ When a man died litre agdin^ this mornings I 
^wanted tofeel^ but my heart was as hard as a rock^^ 

^ Remember, that you must soon enter upon a 
^tate of perfect hsfppiness or misery." 

^ AnmetBately efier Idie^ do you think? Icann^t 

ht&eveit;forijod made man after 'his own image^ 

; his noblest woriy and God will not suffer Mm to be 

ttemaOy m€UT€d. ' It is contrary to reason to thi^iij 

that God should losehis labour^ in creating us for his 

^He noay be glorified in our condemnation. 

But, tdH me, what reason have you to think that 231 

wai be saved i Do you believe the j^ible ?" 

L " IttReee "some part of it^ because it is agree* 

^obleto me^ and we are apt to believe what we wish ; 

^Ua Ida mi beUeve one word about the unquenchable 
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^rcy the never-dying worm^ and the eternity of hell 
torments**^ 

^^ Have you not the same reason for believiog 
one part of the Bible as the other ; and does not 
common sense teach you, that since the evidence far 
the same for the whole, as for any part, you ou(^ 
to reject the whole, or none J" ' 

Here I perceived, that if ever I had the opporjtii- • 
nity of speaking to the youth, who first attracted «y 
attention on entering the room, it must be immedi- 
ately. He had just reclined for the last time. Tke 
last rays of life were retreating. It was twiUg^; 
but a few moments before the darkness of death* 

" You are very sick, young man.'' 

He gasped, ** r^*." . . 

^' You are even dying, and do you know duityou 
are a sinner !" 

^^ Know, also, that th^e is a Saviour f<H: ainoen, 
who died for them. To him you flhouid pray^ 'for 
he is able and willing to save a dying nebeL" 

^^ Giveme your hand.^^ 

I complied ; his red cap and itandkerdlief feil 
from it, to be resumed no more. 

^^ Full it a little^' he said, and was assisted ia 
turning himself. He made a motion for aomc 
drink, and after a few words of instructipa wett 
added, the question was asked, ^' Shall I pray tritb 
you^ in your last moments V* He could not answer. 
I prayed, however, and in a few momenta after I 
had concluded, the nurse closed his eyes. 
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This sailor was yesterday absolved by his priest, 
firoxn all his sins ; but last night spent much of his 
time in cursing the winds, which disturbed him, and 
kept his nurse awake by horrid oaths. Not half an 
hour before he expired, he used his brief and dying 
respiration, to imprecate curses. He had an Amer- 
ican protection, and was received at the Hospital as 
a native of New- Jersey* He pretended to describe 
his birth-place, and his friends ; but a letter was 
iottnd at his decease, which proved him to have 
been discharged from an English frigate on account 
of bis^declining health. - 

How melancholy is the thought, that thousands 
perish without instruction, and think that the burn- 
ing of a few candles around their couch, a litde oil. 
applied to their bodies, and a wafer bound to die feet, 
can save an impenitent swearer from heU ! This I 
acknowledge, however, that I have found some, 
much attached to the sign of the cross, who could be 
more easily taught, wh^n they consent<id to listen, 
the true doctrine of propitiation, than those who 
imve confided in their own good works, never per- , 
faruied, for justification. The former have been in 
the habit of thinking, that Christ holds some con- 
s{»cttous place in religion, and is the sole foundation 
of it'f while. the latter have hardly imagined that 
Clfrist is essential to the Gospel of pardon. The 
Papist is nearer heaven than any Socinian. 
' A WAKB, I understand, is to be kept this even- 
ing, ovef the. dead body. Some of my readers may 
not understand the nature of this ceremony. I will 
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explain It. When the body might remain in the 
^^ dead house" of the Ho^tal, or might be buried 
to-day as well as to-morrow, it is takea to 4lie house 
of some friend, aud kept during the night in a lai|;e 
company of drinking friends, who, between esaoit- 
nation of the corse, and the accumulation of glasses, 
usually become very merry. They pray also, or 
pretend to pray, for the deliverance of the soul of 
the deceased, from purgatory ; and if they find th^t 
the body has undergone surgical- examination ftfter 
death, they are outrageous against that InstitudW 
which cures multitudes of their countrymen, because 
they imagine that every drop of blood, or piece of 
flesh, lost after the extinction of the animal life, will 
detain the soul a definite time longer in the papal- 
limbo. Such doctrines, I should hope^ were not in« 
digenous plants crf'this land of religious tifaevty^lHit 
imported from the dark regions of the old woiid* 
Let us not deride, but pity the deluded, and pray- 
that the Sun of Righteousness may chase away that 
fog and smoke, which ascended from Tophetsome 
ages since, and covered the nations with thick dark- 
ness. O may the glory of God shine from the face 
of Jesus Christ, into every benighted sinner, to illu- 
minate his understanding, and to warm his heart ! 

Another dying man, who thankfuUy listened to 
the counsels of peace, was a spectator of the whole. 
The ^^old dog" of a Universalist, as he calls hina«^ 
self, stood also by the bed, and seemed as unmoved 
as thrice-hardened $teel» ! 
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Another man, in another room, sick with the 
same *^ spotted fever," wept abundantly, and said, 
^ I hope Godimll yet stretch out his arm to help me* 
It is strong.** 

He confessed that he had been a great sinner ; 
had offended against a strict, Presbyterian educa- 
tion, and was afraid that he should too easily think 
well of his situation. When I had prayed, be rais- 
ed his head from the bed, with great eiTort, to bow 
to me, and feU back, oYcn^helmedi apparently, with 
ooDincion^ 

An old captun in the late American revolution, 
attracted my attention, and said, ^ I can still read 
the iMble^ and that is all my consolation ;" but, alas ! 
the fever of rum and brandy still boils in his veins. 
In this same room, not long .since, died a person of 
genteel manners, as well as figure, who was once af- 
fivient, and who always went by the tide of Count. 
I was astonished to find one there, in a fine linen 
shirt, the relick of his former estate ; and I learned 
that, until very lately, he had frequented the first 
companies of gay people, both in Europe and Amer- 
ica. Without any affectation of manner, he said to 
me, *' to be prepared for deaths Sir^ is the sumhum 
Bowirjr.'*' 

In the same ward I have aUo frequently visited 
' one, who was at first a Congregational minbter, then 
a Presbyterian pastor, and finally a physician. He 
was reduced in circumstances^ and the apoplexy 
cut off bis speech. Still be could- walk about^ One 
day finding him very uneasy, I preached Christ to 

g2 
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him, as I do to the most ignorant. It quieted Ifint* 
He satdowDf pressed my hand, and cried like a 
child. Often after this, in the Hospital, where 
other ministers of the Gospel may yet be found,* I 
administered to hrm in things pertaining to God and 
hh soul. Counts and clergymen, lawyers, physi- 
rians, sailors, and harlots, meet here, as the fiaUe 
states them to have done, in the ferry-house at the 
river Styx. 

The body of the sailor .who cut hie throat, was 
yesterday called for by his companions, who ^^damn* 
ed him-fbr dying like a ibol; and not living to jdie 
like a mai^, in some engagement*'^ Thematroa re- 
proved them for their profi^uie talk ; and one of them 
cried, '^ Be still, boys, you must not swear here, fiv 
I believe they are all Methodists !" This was'^a 

very honourable testimony to this denominatiohtif^ 

■-■-J. 
• On Septamber 9Ui, 18;t$rthe Rey* Rob>i?r7..Lqthxav^ 
who died in' the 85th year of his age, was buried fpom. the 
Almshouse in the city of Philadelphia. He was formerly a 
Presbyterian minister, of the established Church in ScotlaA^' 
ai^ statedly preached in Glasgow^ with, almost uaiTersal ap^ 
plause. He was aicandidate for the place occupied by Mr.^. 
Balfour. But, alas I this popular preacher*, l^aying lived. 
about thirty years unnoticed, and unknown^ except to a few 
Free -masons, expired in the house of public charity. Yet he 
was not, se f^ as we can l^arn, a heretic, nor immoral. We 
can only sayi it was the will of God, that the exaltation and^ 
the humiliation which he experienqed, should remind those 
who live in the applause and friendship of ^their peopIe« that^ 
they xtoo, should they not hear the same people cry,. " crucify 
them !*' may be poor, and forsaken, and forgotten, in the day 
of deati), by every being but the eov^iumt-keepin^^ Jmuo^AMr. 
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Christiana* Perhaps the sailors had not been ao 
customed to hear familiar reproofs from the pious^ 
wha too often think they would be in vain* 

February 24thi 

ONE who was the spectator of death yesterdaj^ 
with whom I then conversed, and whom i designed 
to have seen to-day, was carried out in his coffin, 
while l was present in the Hospital, so that three 
patients have died in one ward, within twenty-four 
hours. In the same ward I paid some attention 
this afternoon to a German^ who will probably fol- 
low bis companion soon. He? said that he was " a 
high sinner," and added, from ignorance, that he 
had dhvays trusted in the Lord Jesus Christ* He 
intended, that he had always- been. taught the name 
of Jesus, and the nature of his mis^on. The Ger* 
man Bible was open on his pillow, and seemed to 
be the object of diuch affection. ^^ Me hope^^ he 
aaid^ ** the Lord Jesus pray for me^ and pardon me.^ 

" I hope he willi'* I said, " and ptiepare you foe 

icalh.*^ 

*' Hoh! me ready to meet met deaths for Bh 
stretch out his strong" arm to me. Tou knoWy de math 
runtnvay from he^s fader* He say^ when he come^ 
t0 His seff\ what a^fooU He^s fader have many ser* 
pontSy wid na^wamt him / but he, say y make me one of 
dt lowest of dem!^ 

V Yes, the vilest prodtgal may return, and God is 
wiUing to receive him. You must go to your hea-^ 
v^y Father in. the character of a miserable prodifr. 
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gal, and ask of him acceptance, that be may be g^ 
lified in pardtming great iniquity."^ 

The old captain, of whcnn I wrote yesterday, has 
a soldier's face, but he comforts himself with the 
assurance, which he made to me, that he has al* 

WAYS B£EN^ A STRICT OBSERVER OF RELIGIOUS 

ORDINANCES. It was my labour to o/^^m^l ta show 
him the proper me of ordmances. They are means 
of good, but no suitable object of a sinnerV confi- 
dence; no reasmi for his justification* 

The Presbyterian youth, who desired help from 
the strong^arm'of the Lord, is yet alive, and as ten- 
der as- he was yesterday.- < His pocket Bible was 
open before his weeping eyes. After some reli- 
gious discourse, I^asked if he felt anxious about )m 
friends* This touched a tetider spc^ He did, he- 
said, ** but the^ are better prepared for death than I 

** Perhaps, then, your present reltgioits anxiety is^ 
sent by God in answer to the prayers of pious pa*' 
tents and friends.*' 

This wasitoa much for him, and I^ desisted for a 
time ; but afterwards called his attention to the his- 
tory of the prodigars return. The yonng man has 
probably absconded from bis friends, has been cap- 
tured, and then shipwrecked. Last of all, thisma-^ 
lignant spotted fever has seized him, but-— * 

" All's for the best !'^ 

Yesterday and to-day, I have watched for an op-- 
portunity to speak to a young man, who must die 
S0on with the consumption ^ but he continued in toa 



^. 



irOTHlKG NEW. 81 

deep a sleep to regard my voice* I fear he will 
sleep the sleep of death before he thinks of danger* 

In the ward of decent females I prayed, and one^ 
wh^ ¥ras discontented when Lsaw her last, said, that 
she cottld now submit herself entirely to the Lord's 
faanda^ for life and for death. 

Reader, >are you not fatigued with going over the 
same ground repeatedly I If you are not, I am 
weary with leading^ you, for thus I twice visit the 
dying and the dead. But if you may learn to die, 
I will proceeds 

Know, then, that this, evening I preached in the 
Almshouse,. in award which has not been previousp 
ly visited by the public ministration of the word* 
It ccmtained^ in CQunexicMi^ with the adjoining ward^ 
which was open, that the side might hear, |io less- 
than thirty bed-rid women of ill fame: sodiat I 
mzf. consider myse]|f as having erected the standard, 
of the Gospel behind the scenes in thejheatre of 
that wretched goddess, Venus. I have seen her 
patch-work faces, and all the art which she uses to 
gild the foulest debauchery with the tinsel of senti- 
ment. The rc^om- was full, ^most to sufibcation^ 
but after I became alive to my subject, nothbg im« 
peded me' but the faint cries of a sick babe, at a 
yoimg'female's breast, and the dying groans of an 
expiring prostitute. 

A woman by the name of Donally, in another 
ward, was visited. She hsis been in the Almshouse^ 
perfectfy blind, about five years* For four oi. five 
HMmths she has been sick, and although ccmfinedta 
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the bed, yet patie&t» I have visited her often, with- 
out hearing a conipkint. All she desires is the fa- 
four of God, and to-night she prayed, repeatedly 
saying, '*' Lord, have mercy on my soul ; hear me ; 
accept me, sanctify me, give me patience,' and save 
me, for Christ's sake*" It is better to be in this 
woman's condition, than to sway the sceptre of the 
^ungodly over the prostrate world. Let me die her 
death, and let my last end be like hera, if it shoidd 
even be in the Almshouse* 

" But is there any hope of the wretched ■ ■ ■ T' 
Some of them are very young ; many of Hhem, 
.before they entered theu* present abode, never had 
a kind invitation to return ; and several, who never 
w^be 8wad in body, appear to be renovated in 
S0uL Sat if tiiey all perish, let them not sink inio 
pierdxtion without hearing the sound of the Gospel* 
I can only say, that most of them were attentive, to- 
night f. many were very solemn, and some wept* 
Most of ^em have been miserably seduced, and 
forsaken* 

** Frederick, first cool, became ere long severe. 
Then curs'd his pride, and then her flowing tear. 
Then with a look would sometimes pass her door. 
Then rarely came, and finally, no more/' 

William ANi>£i.x*EK» 

, Februan^ 26tA^ 

THIS afternoon I have visited two families of 
poor people, and three wards in the Hospit|| The 
sleeping youth, whom I sought opportunity to ad«^ 
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<|re98, will opeirhis eyes no more until the resur- 
rectioiu > Two young men, who were very sick, are 
(recovering* One was reading the Bible, and the 
other, H--** H-^, has made *^ a strong resolution 
never to^ turn again to his sins." The writer ex- 
horted him to repose confidence in the Lord Jesus, 
'Mi^ not in his own purposes ; but he said, ^^ I fed 
confident that I shall never live such a wicked lils 
in future, as 1 have done.** It is better tc^ 
PRA^r THAW TO PROMISE. 

The Crerman said to me, *^ S fiake no ttfference 
to tncy if he make me lifsy or he make me tie* Me 
loolUto de pkssed Lord Jeeua Chriet. ' He buffer 
more as all de workL He*s sweat trop blood to de 

grofundP 

** Yes, hie sweat was as it were ffreat drops of 
bloods and none of his sufierings were for himself." 

^' Tat ish xphat I would say. He no suffer for 
he^s own life* My plessed Lord not afrmd for he*s 
self: he suffer for de simier* Doeifrit you preach 
in the vhurch in — -^'* 

^^ No, I preach in the German Calvkist Church, 
and in the Almshouse.^' 

" WitUy ifs no tifference, for there is one Lord 
Jesus Christy and I hope to come up to see him 
soon.^^ 

In this frame of mind it is probable that he will 
soon die. Perhaps I may see him in the morning. 
Another man is tak^, with the same spotted fever, 
vho makes the eighth patient that has been attacked 
in the same ward, witlun a few days. 
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The following lines Wjcre presented to me in one 
of the sbodes of the poor. They were written fay a 
young wmnan, whose opportunities for acquiring 
luiowledge have been few. Neither the imperfec- 
tion of the measure, nor the want of rhyme in a few 
cases, nor the use of the little i in writing, could ren- 
der the performance unacceptable* I ptddish then 
in honour of the writer. 

" Lines occasioned by readings Ely*s Jourmd*^ 

** Who can forbear to drop a tear 
On scenes of woe recorded here^?-— 
The Maniac's fancies, strangely wild •$ 
The Orphan's cry, misfortune's child ^ 
The Widow's tears ; the wretch's woe, 
Bereft of^every joy below. 
Save that which springs from death's releaser 
The soul then wash'd and sav'd by grace, 
Ascends to dwell before the throne. 
And shouts, ^Oh, what hath Jesus done !' 

Here sinners, brought'by sovereign grace,' 
The glorious Gospel to embrace. 
Resign with confidence their mortal breaA^ 
And rise superior to the fears of death. 

Here Infidelity's deluded prey. 
Drawn from Religioti's arms away. 
Usurps a power exdusively God's own, 
And rashly ventures on a world unknowm 

* ne First Jo vavALy for X8n. 
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** Betrayed youth laments her follies past, 
Her fame and prospects levelled \truh the dust ; 
With penitential tears her guilt she mourns, 
Or to the arms of Infamy returns* 

Proud human Nature ! art thou sunk so low i 
Where is thy boasted pride, thy glory, now ? 
Good Heavens, avert that fate from those i love, 
And guard them by thy influence from above. 

Go on, blest Herald of the Cross ! proclaim 
To dying sinners the, sweet Saviour's name : 
A crown of life, the heavenly prize^ 
Ere long shall greet your ardent eyes, 
While angels bid you welcome home, 
To the great supper of the Lamb." 

May God animate me to the performance of du- 
/y by the kind approbation of those, who are none 
f the mighty of this world ! 



4«A/\<VW%^/% 



February UTth, 

THE German, whom the physicians thought 
^ould die last night, smiled to see me early this 
doming, and appears happy in the faith of God his 
Saviour. Last night he expected to die, but ex- 
I'essed to all around him, great iifFection for the 
-ord Jesus Christ, and ardent gratitude to God. 
3e praised his Redeemer in audible words, and at* 
cmpted to do it in a midnight song. The nurse 

H 
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found a remarkable contrast between this believer, 
and the sailor who spent his last night in cursing the 
winds, which whistled around the chamber of death. 
None of these things, however, seem to move the 
obdurate Universalist. He treats me with respect, 
but he appears to feel like a devil. In coming out 
of the gate, I met the Presbyterian clergyman, a pa- 
tient, going iq|p He saunters about, half bereft of 
reason, and is incapable of speaking /in any tone 
much louder than that of a whisper. A little con- 
versation ensued, and he was unwilling to part with 
me ; but his ghastly eyes, his decent garments, still 
of clerical fashion, his long and hoary beard, his 
wasted face, and trembling form, made his presence 
sickening to my souL Often I think, but more se- 
riously \Yhen I see this Dr. B , that I toq may 
be a palsied old man, and die in some Hospital. 

Well, if I do, let Jesus still be my just God and 
Saviour J . 
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February 2Sth^ 

WE were all eriK)neous in our opinion yesterday^ 
that the German would live. This morning he was 
alive, but it seems certain that he cannot continue* 
After sermon I took riiree youiig gendemen, wht> 
were present, to see a believer triumph over tte 
king of terrors. I asked him, " What is your hope 
now ?" 

He answered, with firmness, " The Lord Jesm 
Christ:* 



RESIGNATION. BT 

" Arc you still willing to depart i^ 

He bowed his bead. 

*' Would you not prefer to live ?" 

He shook his head, and gasping, said, *^ I wish I 
wa^ gone.'* 

We prayed with him for the last tithe, and bade 
hina adieu, fcM" evei:. He said, ^^'for twelve hour— 
I-r,*' but could not proceed for want of breath. 
He-took his hand but of bed, however, lifted it up, 
as one in supplication, and bowed Jiis head. A 
young man, I believe his son, we left with him, 
reading the Germaff Bible to his expiring father. 

This evening four rooms in the Almshouse were 
visited, besides the one in which I preached, and in 
two of them prayers were offered by my Christian 
friettds, Mr. Bleeker, and Mr. John Steel. The 
latter gentleman heard the blind W— R— read a 
part of a chapter, and attended to several children, 
who repeated hymns, and were well compensated by 
his liberaKty. 

I went to the bed of W-— F— ; but he was gone, 
and blessed be the Lord who took him awav.' Now 

m 

his eyes, which werersealed in natural blindness for 
twenty-seven years, through the excess of lust, will 
no more prevent the light from shining into his soul. 
There is good reason to believe, that he went from 
the cellar of the Almshouse, to glory. 

An agied woman, Mrs. G— H — , requested to 
be remembered in our public prayers, and was visit- 
ed with persotial instruction. 
" You aresick and aged," I said 
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'" Tes^ and that dr!t the worst of it ; J*m good for 
nothing.^^ This she said, snarling at herself. 

" All which you say is very true.^ 

" I have a hard heart : lama poor^ wretched siih 
ner^ in great distress ; Vm so wicked that J^m 
afraid Christ will not receive me**^ 

^^ If you are wicked, you need a Saviour, and if 
your heart is hard, he can soften it." 

" Ay J hut how shall I get it softened^ Vxepraifi 
a great while ^ that Christ would make me feel. I 
wish he would r^ ' 

^' Christ is more willing to make you hply, than 
you ar« to be made holy* You need not «ay diat , 
there is any reluctance on his part." . 
. ^ Dear gentleman^ you must know more abdut the 
blessed Saviour than I do ; tut I wish the^he would 
have mercy onme^and give me anew hearth J want 
to trust in him^ and love him.^^ 

Here I remembered in what manner myfriend^ 
Dr. M'Leod, addressed a pious woman on asimilac 
occasion, and therefore I demanded, 

^^ Pray tell me, what have you got against the 
Lord Jesus Christ ?" 

She lifted up both bands and eyes, in great aston- 
ishment, and with the strongest expression of hor- 
roursaid, 

" Got against him / Got against him f Wky^ noc 
thing! He came into the world to save poor sinners^ 
and I han^ nobody but liim to look to C 

^^ Oh ! then it seems that you have much to s^^ 
his favour. Do you believe that he will lie V^ 
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** Nby no, never /'* 

^* Believe, thenr, that he is able and willing taaave 
you, and^ bard a& your heart is, < give yourself inte 
his hands." 

Great, indeed, is her-humirrty and fervour j but 
she has been looking to her polluted heart for con- 
solation, and diought Jesus would reject her for the 
very reason^that^he is so vile as to need his pav^ 
doninglove. 

Poor blind Donally is a pattern of patience and 
faith. She wants nothing but the pardoning and 
sanctifying love of her dear Redeemer. 

Last of all, we visited a icellar full of the vilest of 
bladb peQpte; but one of them appeared to think 
and fe^ and^^t should have entertained some hope 
of her experimental knowledge, bad she not intro* 
duced something about ^ the strange visions which 
she saw long agOi'^ Visions should not cbme in 
place of the word of God; fancies should not be 
mistaken for a rational, as well as spiritoal, faith in 
Jesus^ 

I am sorry to state, that in many instances I have! 
met with poor people, who knew none of the pedii- 
fiar doctrine^ of Christianity, but verily believed 
themselves pious, because they had seen, in some 
ChuFch, remarkable sights. Some have attempted 
to persuade me, that they have verily seen a glont>us 
personage, whom they took to be the I#ord Jedus. 
Granting,, however, that all these wonderful forma 
hirve passed before tli^ mental vision of a swooning 
person ; what then ^ 
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" He that believeth not, shall^be damned.^ 
Actually to see Christ in the flesh, would not re> 
^ew and sanctify the heart* A vision of myriads of 
angels, would not produce saving faith* Prophetic 
dreams would not constitute a covenant union be- 
tween the sinner and the Lord of Life. "Be not 
deceived." ** Vferily, verily, I say unto thee, ex- 
jc^pt a man be bom again, be cannot see the king- 
dom of God.'' 

March 1st. 

NOT long since, after Mr. John Stanford had ^ 
preached in the State's Priscm, a lawyer, a prisoner, 
requested, and obtained leave,, to ask pubUcIy, a 
doctrinal quesdon. 

Beside Mr. Stanford stood several persons, whd 
.were lately professional gentlemen, and one who had 
been professor of the learned languages in a^ Uai' 
yersity. All were prisoners. 

" Pray," said the lawyer, Ned Craig, " how can 
you reconcile the general invitations of the Gospel, 
with the doctrine of a particular election V* 

^efore the whole audience, Mr. Stanford turned 
to the learned p&rt of his he^er^, and said, ^^ these 
gentlemen know, that it is not customary .to teach 
children abstruse doctrines in any science^ until they 
have &st learned their grammar. I am no polem- 
ic, and preach to you the plain Gospel ;. but you^ 
•must learn the A, B, C of' divinity,, before I at* 
tempt to explain the subject of your inquiry/*' 
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The prisoners, generally, resented Ned's imperti- 
;nce, for they considered him as intending to em- 
krrass their favourite teacher» One of them, an 
d leivryety who has been incarcerated two or three 
tnes, wrpte, in the style of Bunyan and Hudibras,. 
le following lines, on diis occasion* 

GOSPEL DOCTRINE 
TRIUMPHANT ^ 

OR, 

SJTAK AND jrJSD CMAIO VANQITISHED. ' 

* 

^ While Staaford preachM the Gospel pure, 
Which does to Christ our hearts allure. 
The Devil felt it such a plague^ 
He enterM intapoor Ned Craig. 

• . - • ■ 

Poor Neddy, prompt with hellish pride. 
And ignorance too, in roHingtide^ 
With meagre looks, and visage thin, 
Satan without,, and hell within, 

Advanced towards the sacred desk, 
(Ignorance and pride were all his risk,) 
And did our parson there attack^ 
Vl^th Satan's message, Neddy's dack. 

Theparson answerM, dl discreet, 
Thathe polemics did not meet,^ 
And wished poor Ned.to stop hb clamour^ 
And studyxlose the school-boy's grammar. 



94 A GLORIOUS DEATH. 

*' I said to my soul> thy evening shftll be calm, and thf 
departure like a fading light" 

At six o'clock this morning, while seated it t 
chair, in the perfect possession of his reason, aol 
full of the hope of immortality, departed the Ger- 
man, of whom I wrote yesterday, to enter intatbt 
Immediate presence of his Lord. 

§ 

March 2d. 

THREE wards of the Hoppital were visited thi 
afternoon ; but I have nothing worthy of record^ 
except the opinion of a captain of one of the gun- 
boats, " that upon the whole he has done very wcD, 
that he has. sinned but little, and that he has db&e 
more than good deeds enough to balance all the 
criminality of swearing a little, when he could not 
help it." A thousand forms self-righteousness asr 
sumes, to allure us to perdition ! 

wwwvw 

3£arch Sd. 

TO complain of most offensive breath io the 
Almshouse, would be a matter of course, if it could 
answer any valuable purpose ; but since the evil is 
irremediable, I have only to say, that a pain seated 
in the right lobe of my lungs, made my sermon 
short, and prevented me afterwards from visiting 
more than one sick person. 

How many are the tears of the poor ! Mrs. X. Y. 
was in bed with her children, and her thin face was 
the picture distress* 






Jl bad TATHER. 95 

** How many children have you ?" 

^^ Oh J dear Sir^* clasping her hands, she 9aid, 
^ I have three J'^ 

" Have they no father living ?" 

" Tes^ Sir J a father livings and no father^ as one 
maysaym* 

This is often the case, for vicious liabits are more 
powerful than all natural feelings. Of this I have 
had abundant evidence in the course of this week. 
On the first day of the week, an old man, of respect- 
able standing in society, who has several children 
living, apd whose wife, with one child and a ser- < 
vant, were a few years since ^consumed in the flames 
^of his dwelling, was committed to the tomb. Not 
a fortnight ago he consulted a quack in medicine, 
4hat he might expel the most ignominious poison ' 
from his system. The companion whom he kept, 
died not long before him. Not all his natural af- 
fection for his lost wife, and living children ; no, not 
hoaiT hairs, nor visibly approaching death, could re- 
strain his lusts. 

You were not too delicate to read Sterne's wri- 
tiogs, gentle reader. Then read on ; but read to 
yourself alone. 

Yes, and I hav€ moreover had evidence, that the 
habit of promiscuous concubinage can annihilate 
maternal tenderness, to such a degree, that a young 
and tender female, as well as one old in debauchery, 
mVL hazard her own life, to destroy the unconscious 
jKitness of herjnfamy. This sin of murder, (for it 
Q nothing lessi) deserves the npiost severe reproba* 
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tion* We may not preach upon such subjects; 
but should the wicked never be warned ? I thus 
write, because some of the baser sort may read thb 
Journal, as I am sure some have read my former; 
and because I know that multitudes in this city, and 
some deemed genteel^ but unfortunate persons, ob- 
tsun the diabolical assistance of unprincipled mon- 
sters, who destroy incipient life. How can sodi 
guilty females, and quack accomplices, excuse their 
conduct? The cry ought to' be raised, of ^^ MuE- 
der! Murder!" and the offenders ought to feu* l 
gallows. 

But let us return to the sick woman. 
** Are you prepared to die ?" 
" Oh i no ! no / lam not /*' 
^* It is of infinite importance, then, that yoQ 
should be ; for this sickness may be unto deatlii 
Do you wish to be ready for your last change ?** 

" Indeed I do^ Sir /' was the answer of her fips, 
but her tears spoke more effectually than any artica* 
late sounds. 

^^ Know, then, that preparation for death consists 
in faith and repentance. In order to the exercise of 
faith, you must know that you are a sinner. You 
are a poor, miserable offender, polluted in heart and 
life. Do you believe that you have offended Ctod; 
that you are under condemnation; and diat the 
Lord would do you no wrong, if he should send 
you to hell ?" 
" Indeed I know^ Sir^ that I am a great sirmeff^ 
[ and that God would he right to — ^t- to t »^ 
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** Yes, he would be just, were he to punish you 
. with ^vertasting misery : but if you know that you 
are a sinner, the next thing is to learn, that Jesus 
Christ is the Saviour of sinners. God testifies, that 
he.so loved the world as to give his dear Son to die 
-for shiners, that^every one who believes on him, so 
as thankfully to accept him, may be saved. Now God 
ihas sent me to offer you the Lord Jesus for your Sa- 
, uriour. God is willing to bestow this ^^ unspeakable 
^ft»" In his name I declare to you, that he is able, 
and willing, to save you from all your iniquities, and 
4rom the damnation of hell. Do you believe the tes- 
timony of God ? Do you believe what Christ says 
by his minister^" 

" O yes^Ido as well us lean : may God be merci- 
ful to me a sinner /'* 

'^ That is avery :good prayer. Shall I pray with 
you?" 

" J wish you wouW^ 

We, united in supplication ; and then she said, 
' '* Ok come and see me again ; doy Sir.^^ 

^*If we live. May God bless you. Good night.'* 
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March Yth. 

■*'- Tne people are Hie the wave* qf ocean : like the leave* of ^ 
' vtoQify MbrveHf they pass away in the rustling blast, and other 
isatkt lif^ their green heaeU." 

OSSIAN. 

THIS is true of the people of my charge, in a 
pcciiliar manner; for I am the pastor of a diseased 
Aock^ Not a single goat after which I am obliged 

t 
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to look, not a single sheep which it is my delight to 
feed, is sound in body, or comfortable in worldly 
circumstances. To render the matter still more lUH 
pleasant, I have felt a pain in my side, which hts 
convinced me that I cannot preach perpetdally in 
the atmosphere of death. Since the 3d instant, the 
poor have been deserted by the writer, but to-diy 
the Lord has enabled him to preach three timeSi is 
he has done for many months, on the Sabbath, and 
pray in four sick rooms, with not less than one hun- 
dred persons who could not attend public worshipi 
During the delivery of one sermon, a man who was 
beside himself, forced his way into the room, and 
created much disturbance. The preacher was de* 
scribing those persons who possess the filial fear of 
the Lord, and said, ^' let none who treat the name of 
God with disrespect imagine, that they belong to 
this class." 

" Thafs very clear y^ muttered the crazy fellow. 

^^ Again, let none suppose, that they fear the 
Lord, if they do not diligently seek to avoid tempta- 
tion, to turn away from every thing which is displeas- 
ing to HIS HOLINESS, and to perform those duties 
which require active obedience to his laws. You 
have no filial fear of God if you do not fear to of- 
fend him, either by negligence or transgression." 

" He is a fool^'* said the insane man, " who does 
not feel arid know thaU^^ 

I could not refrain from the remark, that many; 
lunatics are much more rational in their inferences, 
than thousands of sinners, who hear the words of fife 
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without conviction, and still think themselves sound 
in understanding. The interruption which this wild 
man caused, was extremely unpleasant, for the time, 
but it gave occasion for an exhortation to employ 
aright the moments of our sanity, which many seem- 
ed to feel. Alady of distinction sat before me, during 
this application of the incidents of the evening, who 
not long since was in a state of derangement : but I 
did not, while speaking, recollect the fact. I per- 
ceived in her uncommon perturbation, and can now 
account for it. Well, well, I did not design to 
wound afresh a stricken heart, and may the Lord 
sanctify my application for her spiritual prosperity. 

After piraying with patient, pious, blind Donally, 
we sought and found, in one of the hospital wards of 
the Almshouse, which contain none but sick per- 
sons, Mrs. X. Y. the afflicted mother, with whom 
the writer conversed on the third day of the month. 
She is separated from her children, and is extreme- 
ly feeble, but says that her chief anxiety is about the 
welfare of her immortal soul. 
" I want nothing so much as that God should please 
to pardon my sins.** 

"Do you think that ycu are now prepared to die ?" 

" I fear lam not^ Sir^ hut I pray as well as Ican^ 
that God would prepare we." 

The same old woman, Mrs. G. H. who was visit- 
ed on the 28th of February, said, ^^ I think J have a 
little Jaith; but it is weak, Idon*tpray in faith 
l*m of ear'* d. I keep mad at myself for my own 
ivicked^ unbelieving heqrtC'^ 
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^Mt is hard work to be patient, goor woman. 
Don^t you find it so ?'* 

** That Ido^ Sir ,- but he mu^tmake me willing tf 
suffer and die ** 

** Now tell me, candidly, if you don't want a 
snug parloyr, and good accomnK>dations, and kind 
friends, more than any thing else ?*' 

"iVi indeed^ dear gentleman^ I don*t* I want 
my hard heart taken away more than any thing 
else* The favour ofGod^ and the pardon ofstns^ h 
all the elegant parlour and fine things that I^wanU 
But stilly Til tell you^ that I hope to get better^ arut 
get out of here J to- die in some other place ^ before 
IsfngJ**^ 

^^ No one can blame you for desiring a place of 
more peace and comfort ; but may you be prepared 
for a better world. Shall I pray with you ?" 

" Oh, do, Sir, for that's what J Hie.'' 

From the wards of forlorn hope, one whom Isoughtf 
had departed i but she gave as much evidence of a 
renewed heart, as one in her circumstances could 
present. For about two years she has lingered with 
the fatal poison, and been bed-rid, under my religi- 
ous care, without intermission, either in the Hospi- 
tal or Almshouse. She affeclionately warned others, 
but her place is already filled by two; and in many 
other instances we saw them stowed in as thick as 
they could lie, upon the narrow beds. Two were 
compelled to occupy the place designed for one. 
The tall, modest country girl, M — M — , of whoo^ 
some account maybe found under the dateof Febru-*- 
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aiy 7th, is in danger of losing her eyes. Alas ! she 
was seduced, and for more than a year has acted 
such a humble part, that the hardened wretches 
around her seem to feel compassion for her, more 
than for themselves. The Magdalen Society would 
have taken charge of her, had they possessed any 
Kimds for the support of apparently penitent incura- 
bles. 

** Do you pray ?" I asked. 

** / attempt it,^ she replied, in a faltering voice, 
** but I fear that I do not pray aright.*'* 

" Do you hate your past sins ?" 

** Oh ! I would never return to them f* 

" The grace of God alone could keep you 
from a return, with returning health ; but you will 
probably never be well. Are you solicitous about 
preparation for death ?" 

** / have no expectation of being welly and I do 
wish the pardon ofmy^ soul, a7id preparation for my 
'last change*^"* 

'* That preparation consists in repentance towards 
God, and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ." 

In^ this manner the writer continued to incul- 
cate such doctrines as his readers cannot wish him 
to repeat and re-repeat, unless they can sympathize 
with this humble sinner. Not all. her tears, not a 
year of painj and exquisite shame, can restore her to 
the happy condition from which she was enticed : 
no, not the power of medicine, nothing but a mira« 
cle^caii save her from obliterated sight, and ulcerated 
flesh fuid bones. ^^ The flower hangs hs heavy 
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head, waving, at times, to the gale. * Why dost 
thou awake, me, O gale V it seems, to sa}% * I am 
covered with the drops of heaven. The time of my 
fading is near, and the Wast that shall scatter my^ 
leaves. To-morrow the traveller shall come ; he 
that saw me in my beauty shall come ; his eyes wHl 
search the field, but they wiM not fi^Kl me !^^ " 

Many children repeated hymns ; Mr. B — ^r as- 
sisted in prayer, and took the charge of visiting se- 
veral rooms ; while Mrs. M— and Mrs. G r 
humanely accompanied me, to deal out, with a liber* 
ral hand, some palatable nutriment to the most af- 
flicted. The kindness of these ladies, I doubt' not, 
conciliates in my favour, as- well as their own, the 
particular attention and affection of some ; for kind- 
ness to the suffering body not unfrequcntly opens 
the mind of the person relieved, to receive instruct 
tion from the almoner. While nothing is due to 
me in this ease,. I thiiik it a happiness to designate 
the most proper objects of favour. Let me saj") 
however, that I verily believe some spiritual good 
has resulted from the attention which I gained, by 
presenting, on the first of January, a<:oo(tyy " a genu- 
ine Knickerbocker,*' to each of the rutrCd ones ift 
two wards. Gain the good- will of a dog, and yoH 
may teach him : kick him, and he will bite you. 

The room in which W — F-»- died I entered^ iii 
haste, for a moment^ and a poor woman, Mrs. V— > 
who has lost the use of her extremities by the rheu* 
matism, raised herself to say, in plaintive voices 
*♦ Don^t forget to come und see msy and fray xaiil^ - 



i 



. A' PIOUS MOTHER. 103 

mr. / rvm afraid you had forgotten me^ Do 

♦* To-morrow, if I can !'* Poor believer ! She 
» covered with rags, and her face is the face of 
woe* 

~ r 

N » 

3lQrch Sth. ^ 

TO-MORROW came, and I fulfilled my proi- 
misc to Mrs. V. 
." Accept a f^w- apples, thfey may do you good." 
^ I thank youy Sir, but it was only yourself that -I 
wanted." 

She shed a tear or two, and said, " It makes me 
ftel quite happy to see any^ of the Lord'^s people, and 
hear them converse. It makes no odds to me -who 
they are, if they are diristhns.^^ 

" All the people of God mutually^love one anoth^ 
cff for every thing which they discover m each 
other j that is like Christ. This fellowship of soid 
is one of the plainest, and tnost satisfactory eviden* 
ces, that those who possess ai^are in it, have passed 
from death to lifer'* . 

The Apostle John dfelighted to dwell on this proof 
of regeneration* " He that loveth his brother abid* 
eth in the light." ** We know \h?A we have passed 
from death unto life, becaitse we love the brethren.** 
^'My Uttle clnldren^ let us not love in word, neithei 
i^ ; in tongue ; but ii^ deed and> in truth. And hereby 
^ know that we are of the truth, and shall assure 
^^ lieart$ befpre him J' ^ Beloved, let us love pn^, 
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another : for love is of God ; and every one du 
loveth is bom of God, and knoweth God."^ Thi 
love regards not the natural, but the spiritus 
qualifications, of a child of God ; for the wicked ma 
delight in some of the constitutional excellenciesc 
the good, while they hate their piety And hcr< 
let it be remembered too, that every good man ha 
many things in his complex character, which ever 
good man ought to hate ; for the most upright in ou 
miserable world have much sinful imperfection 
The natural disposition of a renewed person ma; 
be austere and bitter ; while the constitutional tern 
perament of an unbeliever may be amiable ; in whicl 
case, the Christian should hate the natural evil wUd 
adheres to the first, andlove the native amabili^ oi 
the latter. 

Love every thing,, which resembles Christ, and 
hate every thing, which is like the Devil. . 

^^But I often ask myself y"* continued the good 
woman, ^^ ^ how shall I know that I am a child of 
God?* I cannot read^ and I know but little, Qhj if 
I could read the Bible /" 

^^ If you love God and Christ, as well a» good 
people, you may know that you are of Christ, by tin 
Spirit which he has given you* Once you had no 
such feelings, and yoii» did not produce them in 
yourself. Now you must know that God does not 
give his enemies the disposition of children. TeB 
me, do you not hate your past sins i" 

** -/ do abhor myself when I think of my former 
wicked ways: and now I says to myself ^am la 
child of God f^ Then^ * he chastens every child whon^ 
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he hveth! Then I thinks^ * well^ if I may he a child^ 
let him afflict me still more^ and as long as he pJeaS" 
«.' Jnd that comforts m^." 

^^ How long have you been here ? and h«w long 
have your hands been drawn up into such knots V^ 
They scat-cely resembled any thing human. 

" / have been in the Almshouse Jvoe years^ but I 
hoTQe been so bad as to be helpless^ only four years^ 
I sometimes ask^ * how longy dear Lordy must I suffer 
here P and then Isay, * if he loves me^ it is enough.^ 
^ I could ready I think some of my hours would pass 
pleasantly' away^ but I must depend on what L 
hear.'' 

I repeated a part of the fourteenth chapter of 

John's Gospel, and asked if others did not read 

for her. Her eldest girl could read a little, she 

said, but could not make it out very well, and 

sometimes one of her fellow-sufferers attempted 

to read for her, but there was so much noise in 

the room, that she often lost the sense. Figure to 

yourselves, readers, a room almost full of Roman 

Catholics, smoking, talking, washing, patching old 

Fags, wal^g from one end of the room to the other, 

counting and repeating ^^ pater nosters" as they go ; 

imagine twenty children present doing all things, as 

they have occasion, even before the writer; and 

then ask, how could a poor old woman, bolstered up 

m bed, understand the Bible, when miserably read 

by a child, or some old matron almost as ignorant 

as herself ? Yet, in such a situation, this woman 

resigns herself to the divine will, and. seenvs better 
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acquainted with the word of God thanthe greater part 
of persons, who can read for themselves, at leisure^ 
The principal cause of distress to this poor womaor 
is the situation of her children* One is bound out 
in a pious family. This she stated as a great source 
of consolation, and said she was satisfied, ^^ for, Sir, 
the family is religious and moral*" Her eldest 
child, a daughter of about fourteen years, sat on ber 
bed* 

" It is for this one lam troubled* I wish sh^ was 
put out into a good family^ where she could have a 
home; but then., I should have no one to assist me^ 
for lam helpless^'^ 

Here the tears followed each other in quick suc- 
cession* 

** Oh ! it is a great blessings Sir^ to be in areHgi* 
ous family^ and Iwtsh nothing in this life but to sec 
my children well provided for J*^ 

Alas! this woman has a husband, and these chil- 
dren a father ; but what can bind an unfeeling man, 
devoid of principle, to a wife who cannot admiiii9- 
ter to his brutal pleasures ? Marriage vows are but 
cobweb-ligaments to such a wretch. Such hus- 
bands, such fathers, there are, and not among the 
poor alone ! - 

A throng of poor people from the city, were 
waiting, at the door of the office of the Almshouse, 
for relief* What do you think of the charier of thift 
city, reader ? Is it small? In the course of one weelt 
THREE THOUSAND FAMILIES havc been comforte^i 
by wood, potatoes, meal, or meat, from this estab^ 
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lishmeilt. It is only in a christian land that the pub- 
lic aS' well as individuals, supply food to the hungry 
and clothing to the naked. Should they be left to 
starve I God causes his sun to rise on the unjust, 
the.negUgent, the ungrateful and abominable. 

. * . March 9tlu 

** Behold thftt daughter of grief. The fever rankles in her 
veins. She has no partner dearer than her own soul, on 
whose bosom she may recline her throbbing head. Her 
name is widow. Desolate, forsaken, helpless, she is 
stretched on the ground. The wintry blast howls 
tlirough her habitation, and famine keeps the door.*' 

MatfM on Living Faiths in 1301* 

** Yes, I will conduct you to the dismal habitation, and you 
shaU ask the daughter of sorrow, who dwells there, 
why her bosom throbs with sighs, and why her eyes 
are sufiused with tears 2 And she will tell you, that her 



name is widow." 



JN'oft, defiftethe Ladie^ Society, in 1804. 

** If there be a name which bears in its very sound an ir« 
resistible s^peal to the heart of bene^rolence « it is 
the name of widow." 

G: spring, before the Widom* Society, in 1811. 

SINCE I am about to tell the story of three 
widows, it seemed proper to give the firsts second, 
and third generation of my motto. 

At the request of Mrs. M****, once a widow«and 

. BOW a widow again in every respect but a legal one, 

I went to a house in Henry-street, to instruct a sick 

4md dying woman. In the third loft, the garret, I 

fcoad ihe very person through whose habitation the 
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acqiudnted with the word of God than the greater part 
of persons, who can read for themselves, at leisure* 
The principal cause of distress to this poot wonua 
is the situation of her children. One is bound oat 
in a pious family* This she stated as a great sourer 
of consolation, and said she was satisfied, ^^ for, Sir, 
the family is religious and moral." Her eldest 
child, a daughter of about fourteen years, sat on ber 
bed. 

*• It is for this one lam troubled. IwUh *A« xvas 
put out into a good family^ where she could have a 
home; but then^ I should have no one to assist me^ 
for lam helpless!"* 

Here the tears followed each other in qiuck suc- 
cession. 

** Oh ! it is a great blessings Sir^ to be in areUgi* 
ous family^ and Trvish nothing in this life but to sec 
my children well provided for •^^ 

Alas! this woman has a husband, and these chil- 
dren a father ; but what can bind an unfeeling man,, 
devoid of principle, to a wife who cannot adipaiius- 
ter to his brutal pleasures ? Marriage vows are bat 
cobweb-ligaments to such a wretch. Such hus- 
bands, such fathers, there are, and not among the 
poor alone ! - 

A throng of poor people from the city, were 
waiting, at the door of the office of the Almshouse, 
for relief. What do you think of the charier of thii 
city, reader ? Is it small? In the course of one week 
THREE THOUSAND FAMILIES havc been comforted 
by wood, potatoes, meal, or meat, from this estab- 
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lifihmeiit. It is only in a christian land that the pub- 
lic aS' well as individuals, supply food to the hungry 
and clothing to the naked. Should they be left to 
starve? God causes his sun to rise on the unjust, 
the. negligent, the ungrateful and abominable. 

. * . March 9tlu 

^Behold thi^ daughter of grief. The fever rankles in her 
veins. She has no partner dearer than her own soul« on 
whose hosom she may recline her throbbing head. Her 
name is widow. Desolate, forsaken, helpless, she is 
stretched on the ground. The wintry blast howls 
through her habitation^ and famine keeps the door.*' 

Micuon on Lwing Faiths in ISQl* 

^ VeSy I will conduct you to the dismal habitation, and you 
shaU ask the daughter of sorrow, who dwells there, 
why her bosom throbs with sighs, and why her eyes 
are sufiTused with tears \ And she will tell you, that her 
name is widow." 

JVb<«, before the Ladie^ Society, in 1804. 

** If there be a name which bears in its very sound an ir- 
resistible jq)peal to the heart of bene;rolence i it is 
the name of WIDOW." 

G: springy before the Widom* Society, in 1811. 

' SINCE I am about to tell the story of three 
-widows, it seemed proper to give the firsts second^ 
and third generation of my motto. 

At the request of Mrs. M****, once a widow, and 
now a widow again in every respect but a legal one, 
I went to a house in Henry-street, to instruct a sick 
jmd dying woman. In the third loft, the garret, I 
found ibe very person through whose habitation the 
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TFintry blast howls, and whose door is kept.lqr 
famine. She has been feeble for years^ and for five 
months has been unable to ledve her bed. - Her hus- 
band died of a fever 4n Havanna, and left her, sick, 
and pennyless, to support two little children. One 
bed, one chair, and the half of another, one taUe, 
one candlestick, and a cup, an old pot, and die 
piece of a frying pan, is the complete inventory df 
her furniture. Her mother, an aged widow, spends 
the day ^ith her, and in the night returns home ; 
that is, to the house of another poor daughter, whose 
husband has marched with' the army for Canada. 

** What then do you do in the night ? Arc your 
neighbours kind ?" 

^^ I do not ^w^tt;," said the sick young widow, 
" much about my nearest neighbours^ iut T have 
watcher^ almost every night. Last fall^ you irioW) 
mother^ I said Ixvould commit myself wholly into 
the hands ofGody and he has wonderfully supported 

" Yes, I know it," Baid the mother, ** and he has 
given you Christian friends, and sent help tliat we 
knew nothing about. There's poor widow M****," 
(meaning the lady who sent me to instruct the dying) 
** who's a poor widow herself, (for -She is a widow 
indeed, while her husband lives) with five childreftf 
and lives by keeping a litde school; she has done 
more, this winter, for my poor daughter, than all the 
city besides. One cold stormy day, when my daugh* 
ter had no wood, that good little ivoman went her^ 
self to Whitehall after a load, and came up to see iC 
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elivered, and looked after my poor daughter as if 
be'dbeen her sister, Sir!" 

** The Lord will reward her for all her kindness, 
ither in her own person, or in her children.** 

With this Mrs. M****, the reader shall soon be 
lore perfectly acquainted. 

'* Ii*s a great Javour^ Sitj^ added the sick widow, 

that I generally harce religious watchers* I do not 
}ant any others* They ask me^ why ? The reason 
fj if they d!r!t religious^ they keep talking about 
heir beatix and balls^ and such things^ which I d9 

ot rvish to hear^'* 

/■ 

'* Once, however, I suppose, you were fond of 
lese things yourself, and thought of little else." 

She blushed more deeply, sighed, and shaking 
er head, with displeasure at the past, said, ^^. 4y> it 
^as the case^^ 

• 

^VYou now find, that the vanities which amuse in 
lealth, will not console any one in death.'' 

We prayed ; and I doubt not the Father of Mer» 
^les heard our supplication. 

« HER NAME IS WIDOW." 

Maion. 

March lOth. 

. '*' Compassion drives each sterner thought away. 
And all seem good when mouldering in the clay." 

Wilson. 

NO sooner had I pronounced the apostolical ben* 
Action, heard W— K — repeat seven stanzas, and 
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distributed a 'few hymn-books, in the Almshoiue, 
this evening, than a lame old woman, of enormous 
corpulence, caught me by the arm, and half dragg^ 
me along, said, *^ Come^ come^ dear Sir >i make /uuU^ 
one of your friends is dyings who sets great store by 
you* She wanted to see youJ** We were soon by 
her bed, but she was past speech. Night had de* 
scended on her eyes; The breath struggled to be 
gone. We prayed for her ;, but whether she knew 
any thing, is uncertain. Purpl^ spots covered her 
skin, and, if I am not deceived in my prognostics* 
tion, this disease, which in the Hospital, and in 
many parts of our country, has derided medicine, 
will not play a farce for the King of Terrors. His 
departure from the Almshouse, will be marked by 
a long line of graves. 

An old woman, Mrs. M'Z— , one of my stand- 
ing acquaintance for a long time, lies mufBed up be- 
side the dying person. Her face is scarcely visible. 
She lifted up her withered hands, her wasted eyes, 
and said, " I contmually pray for the pardon of my 
sinsy to my blessed Saviour^ and I hope he will pre' 
pare me to depart*^'* 

In the middle of the room reclined O'— • M— , 
who has lately been sent from the Hospital, under 
the sentence of incurable. Five months she was 
confined there, and she feels grateful for the atten- 
tion she received, which would have restored her, if 
the healing art could have effected any thing in her 
case. 
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* 

** Oh ! SWy how glad I was to hear the sound of 
your voice. Do you^come here too ? I thought I 
should hear you no more. Tou canU tell how thank- 
ful lam to you^^ 

Her tears were the witness that the Gospel had 
rendered me an object of affectionate regard. She 
confesses herself to have deserved all her afflictions, 
and thousands more; but thinks that God has 
caused them to work for her good. Yea, she blesses 
the Lord for her sorrows, I think, with as much sin- 
cerityf as for direct mercies. 

A little beyond this person, the fever burned the 
lips of Mrs. X. Y. She ^^ does pray as well as she ^ 
ean^ and thafs miserably enough J^ But she seems 
more calm, and more entirely resigned to the divine 
pleasure. 

After attention was paid to this patient, the nurses 
requested me to speak to a woman whose face she 
uncovered, saying, that she was very low. Inime- 
di^ely I recognised the countenance of S. S. T., 
who was ready to die without any preparation. 

" tpray every day and nighty* she said, " that 
God would make me welly or let me die.*^ - 

" That is a very unsuitable prayer. You ought 
to entreat God to prepare you for life and for death ; 
and especially, that he would make you willing to 
endure all his pleasure." 

" Oh I I hope he* II take me to himself for I do not 
expect any peace here.'* 

** Should he grant your request, you would be 
miserable in his presence without a new heart, with- 
out love to him, and Jesus Christ." 
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" I know that!'' 

" Then you ought to ask of God the gift of fiuA 
axul repeatance, that you may be united to ChriM| 
that he may actually dwell in you, and make yoa 
holy. Your first petition ought to respect the par- 
don of your sins, and the sanctificatioQ oTym 
soul." 

After a little more conversation^ she said, tlut 
she was now willing to be instructed, and I profhiftd 
to pay her particular attention in future. 

If Mrs. V — , with whom I prayed in the cellar, n 
not a Christian, I cannot think where I could find 
one. Not a word of complaint escapes her tongue. 
Gratitude has its residence in her heart^-and thekw 
of love is on'her quivering lips. 

The aged madam G*- H— , sat up in her bed, 
with clasped hands. The tears were rolling down 
her cheeks, or rather dropping over the ridges of 
them, when I approached. 

" Dear gentleman^ is it you ? DorCtforgetme in 
your prayers. I have a stony heart* Oh! thdt 
he would take away this heart of sin^ and give tnc a 
new heart.^^ 

" You mourn for your sin ; and he says, * Blessed 
are they that mourn, for they shall be comfortcdi' 
You appear to hunger after righteousness ;"— — 

" IVhyy then^ am I not filed? Oh ! that he wouU 
sanctify me^ and give me a firm assurance that he is 
my Redeemer. I want to know that I have an iry 
terest in his blood*'* 
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'^Tlie Psalmist not only desired salvation, but 
prayed for evidence, yea, for an assurance, of his 
interest in the Savioun ^ Say unto my soul, I 
AM THY SALVATION.' But yott must be contented 
to wait'God's time. He will answer you when he 
diseaiB it suitable." 

Tbis woman is so much above seventy, that she 
forgets her age. She appears to be contrite ; but I 
should judge that she has naturally something of a 
bitter temper* At least she always speaks of her- 
self^ and of her wicked heart, in a snappish manner, 
and ill acrimonious language. 

Finany,in another room, the fourth which I visited, 
a gray •headed blind woman, whom I never observ- 
ed before, sat upon her bed, and wept like a child. 

** Itvent up stairs to hmr Mr. Ely^ to-night ^ hut 
it is always so full when he preaches*^ < > 
' ; Here another interrupted, " Why, you are talkmg 
$D the gentlen^an himself l^ 

\^ I know it* I inow his yoiccj when he comes ^ 
but it wassoJuU that I could not get a seat near^ and 
so could not hear very wellj for lam old and deaft.^ 

** Tbu can commonly hear, I should think.^** 

" 2>*, Sir / and it's my greatest happiness. Ican^ 
Tktvery neroer love and praise the great and blessed 
God enough for all that he does for me. / he is a 
kind and mercifiil God to me. Ifoel ashamed that i 
€tm not more humble and thanl^ul.^ 

Her heart scemato be melted by the divine good- 
aess, and every thing which the Lord does^ she 
^etnsamercy. 
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Here is a lesson for the man of wealth, the child 
of ambition, the son of science^ and the puppet of 
popular applause. This woman, old, blind, desti- 
tute of friends, meanly clad, and coarsely fed, 
dwelling in a room with thirty little children and 
their mothers, is happy, is humible, is grateful, a^d 
thinks, because she feels, that her Father is, to her, 
" a God all mercy,*' not unjust. 

The clock strikes twelve. Let me resign thefea, 
and repose under the wings of Providence, % 

H. Tears are wintry streams, that waste away n^y soul'' 



vwvwww 
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** When slow consumption leadsf with fatal lAoom, 
A rosy spectre— smiling to the tomb.** 

IT is the invariable effort of the writer, to con- 
vince the deluded child of hope, that all ezpectatioa. 
of^health is vain. What will be the result of the ex*^ 
ertions of this afternoon, in this respect, time must 
disclose. In six wards of the Hospital,, a shoit 
message was delivered from the King of kings*. 
One could only answer by signs ; several disregard*- 
ed instruction ; but two young men, who are re- 
covering from the spotted, fever,, expressed muGlk> 
gratitude for what they are pleased to account be*w 
nevolence in the writer. . The aged Universalist- 
was very polite, but not so. voluble, as Ihave kA0wa\ 
him. ^ 
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f March tlth. 

<< Then, thou|^h eonitw'd, distressM, a&hanM, afraid* 
Still had the trembling penitent obej'd ; 
Though Faith had funted,^ when aasail'd by fear* . 
Sbfie to the soul had wliisper'd* « persevere !* 
Tin in his father's house, a humble guest,.. 
He would have found fbrgivenejs, comfort, rest.'* 

Gkabbb* 

WHILE I was presiching in the Hospital this^ 
ommg, an English seaman sat beside me, and 
ept continually. He has often discovered, on a 
tnilar occasion, the same feelings. It is difficult 
form an opinion of him, for his character is that 
' a Christian, with one exception ;, he will, occa^ 
anally, drink intemperately. Formerly he became 
ad by intoxication ; but ever since his recovery, 
^ducting only a few weeks, he has been assist- 
tt-keeper in the Lunatic Asylum* No man ia^, 
ore faithful in the discbarge of his duty, than he 
•mmonly is. No mum seems to feel more deeply 
an himself, the need a sinner stands in of the di-- 
DC mercy.. Few men af^ar to afalior the sin of. 
nokennessinore thoroughly » He has been accus- 
med to drink nothing but his allowance of beerv 
uly ; and he has made many solemiv promises to>' 
ste of no other liquor ;,^ but once in a few months^ 
r vHffl enter tiie city to visit some friends, they 
tll-icivite him tatahe another mug of ale, and then^ 
i has no sort of government of himself. .He chinks . 
itilhe oait^6 longer standi, .^er a fit, hi»con«- 
ctiona^aDdtears are renewed.^. He i» haunted with. 
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extreme horrors, thinks himself lost, but will plead- 
with God, almost continually, for mercy. He con-^ 
fesses his transgressions, in a most humble manner^ 
IS fond of the Bible, and of public worship, and en- 
treats that he may be locked up in one of the celb,. 
when he is likely to become intemperate agsim* J^ 
short, he gives evidence that he is as much- of a 
humble penitent, and sincere believer, as he can be^ 
and yet occasionally have a drunken frolic. Hdw 
invincible are those haUts, which have, for a long 
time, been iaterwaven with the woof of our exist? 
ence! 

A drunkard, and a Christian! It cannqt be^ 
Those names cannot subsist together in fellowship*. 

A tale of the evening ; Hie the tale of the times tf oliL'. 

There was preaching in another room,^contiga-^ 
ous to the one which I occupied,. in the Almshouse, 
hut mine was fi^ to overflowing.. The air was fulL 
of smoke, and of that flavour which is far worse : h^ 
was unwell, and surrounded by age, widowhood,, 
decrepitude, the consumption perpetually alteriDj^ 
his voice, blindness, poverty, and disease of almost; 
every name ; but still there was attention ; still the^ 
God of consolation was there* 

VKe ascended into one of the most deathful £hani>^ 
bers. Mrs. M^Z^ — was delighted to see us. She^ 
is a member of one of the Presbyterian chiirches,., 
and hasjsustained a j)ious character fof many years.*. 



^ 
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For more than two years I have witnessed her pa- 
tience, in scenes which are sufficient to try one's 
faith. Her faith is iire-proof. 

Mrs. X. Y. is a little better in body and mind. 
She assured us, that when she felt a litde better, and 
luid hope of life, she did not thinic less of God and 
Christ, than when she was most apprehensive of 
death* 

"I spake to the young S. A.'E^ — , of whom the 
reader has had some account under the date of the 
S^h of February*. She did not answer. Again I 
addressed her. Her countenance was, apparetidy, 
that of perfect health. Even a smite seemed to re- 
pose on her lips. ^^ Well, she is slumbering, and I 
must leave her.**^ 

** Oh ! don% Sir^** exclaimed a miserable, shatter- 
ed female, standing beside her, ^^for she has kept in 
this sltep^ ever since yesterday morning.** 

** Then I suppose the sleep of death is descending 
upon her. I have instructed her often, and should 
gladly do it again, but now it seems impossible.*' 

Two women, who were anxidus to awake the 
steeper, spoke to her again and again, shying her 
violently, until I begged them to desist. They 
shook her again, however, saying, " wake: up ; the 
minister wants to speak to you.** They finally suc- 
ceeded, and she rolled her plaintive, full-orbed eyes, 
on me, with, " l*m glad to see you^ Sir.** 

" Yoif seem to be sleeping the sleep of death ; are 
you prepared to die ?" 
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** I fear lorn not ; but I am in GotTs handk^ anil 
fray\ that if he takes me atvay^ he would take me U 
himself.^'' 

" Are you willing to die ?'*^ 

^^ He must do with me^ as he pleases ; but Ipran 
that he would hmve mercy on me?'* 

^^ Can you keep awake while we offer a short 
prayer ? Perhaps it will be the last.'* 

" I should he glad to : I will try; for I wish U 
pray.'' 

' We prayed ; and the sobbings of hef companiooi, 
who were on their knees around her^ were sufficifiBt 
to keep her awake, if any human means could«^ 

The nurse said, ^ Miss S. S. T. wishes tcf set 
you^Siry in the next room* She is removed.^' 

^^ I am unwell, and will call on her to-mctfrowt 
Will that answer ?*' 

" Oh^ Siry do go now. She has been wisbh^ ^ 
see you ever since you was here last. She has latC' 
ly lost her still-born infant ^ and the doctor give^ hit 
over.'* ^ 

With pain I went. Her face was white almost as 
the paper on which I write ; her arms were like 
those of painted death ; and her penetrating eyes 
were sjaffused with tears. 

" I am glady Siry that you have come*'* 

It was before known to me, that her body wai, 
emaciated by the consumption, which often suc- 
ceeds the cure of the plague of illicit love. It was 
well understood, long ago, that she must arise no 
more, and now I saw the King of Terrors darWy 
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v6ring at the foot of her couch. Avast, thou 

»nster ! Let me speak again, before the blow. 

^ I must deal plainly with you." 

^* That is why I wish to see you ; because I know 

iCll tell me what you think. Tou ought to specA 

itnly to one in my circumstancesJ^ 

" Well, then, I think that you are a poor wretch, 

irered with sin, shame, and guilt. You are un- 

ly, and unqlean. You deserve hell. You are soon 

die ; and if you die without union to the Lord 
sus Christ, I think, I know, that you will sink into 
rdition." 

** To be sure lama poor sinner^ and I pray God 
make me weli^ or take me to himself^ to a better 
orldm After my late distress^ I hoped that I should 

better ; but I am full of pain^^ 

Her countenance sufficiently indicates, that she 
iffers extreme agonies ; and I replied, ^' Y6u will 
K>n die. The important question, therefore, is, 
Sow can I appear before God, in peace?' God 
ill- not accept of your works, nor of your prayers, ' 
5r of your tears." 

** Ohy Sir J I do pray^ and do all IcanJ*^ 

" You can do nothing : you must receive every ' 
ling. Christ offers to givit you pardon, peace, 
anctiiication, and salvation. He offers to give you 
reely, HIMSELF, that you may have an interest 
a his obedience and d^h. Are you willing to 
eceive him ? He gives himself for your sins." 

" Ohj I need him; I need him i and I pray that he 
vUl have mercy on me^* ^ 
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After prayer, she thanked me with much eage^ 
ness. 

Still there was another room to visit. The wn- 
ter sighed as he went. It was the room of the for- 
lorn females. ^^ Painful it is to dwell pn deeds of 
shame." 

" How many sleep in this room ?*' 

" Thirty-six, Sir J*' 

Alas I I have never exceeded the real number^k 
my calculations ! 

" Where is the person who wishes to see me ?" 

They pointed me to her bed. She was of a fiiU 
face, was very sick, and much troubled in mind. 
She came, she says, from Connecticut. 

My native State ! I still love thee ; and rejoice 
that few of thy many lovely daughters are of this 
unhappy sisterhood. Long may the counsels of 
thy matrons live in the hearts of their fair posterity! 

" What do you think you most need i What do 
you most earnestly desire ?" 

" God's mercy .^^ 

The course of conversation need not be rehears- 
ed. What could I preach but Jesus Christ ? Ex- 
hausted, I ceased to speak ; but listened to the whis- 
pers of an aged woman ^ (that is, to one of thirty 
years, perhaps,) who was blasted, almost to death. 
Once she thought herself converted ; then she fell 
from grace, and continued an abandoned character 
until within a year, when she hopes God converted 
her again* Since that time, her prayers and de- 
sires have been to God, that he would have compas* 
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mm on her souU Perhig[>s the Lord has once con- 
verted hen If He has, it will suffice^ Have mer* 
-cyj O Lord, on the thousands of the poor ! Make 
them rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom of 
God. 

March 15th. 

THIS morning I revisited the patients of thelaftt 
evemng* Their symptoms are the same as thty 
then were. The sleeping girl with difficulty can be 
roused* Miss S. S» T. wishes still, that God would 
'^ raise her from her bed of sickness, or take her to 
himself." It is almost impossible to convince her, 
that something is requisite to be done for her justifi«« 
cation and sanctification, before the holy God can 
take her to himself. She seems to thbk, that by a 
sovereign act, God will take her to himself, and 
make her happy, since he can, in her opinion, par-» 
d(Mi sinn^^St, without the interference of the MecH^ 
ator. 

The sovereignty of Jehovah is not independent of 
bis veracity, justice, and other attributes. He has 
solemnly declared, that all sin shall be punjbhedi; 
and he cannot fail of visiting every crime, with ade- 
quate vengeance, either upon the sinner or his sub- 
stitute, any more than he can prove false to his 
own word. No part of the moral law ever was, or 
ever will be dispensed with. All its penalties shafl 
be inflicted, and all its rewards conferred. Every 
crime either has been, or shall be, punished ; ttd 
every act of obedience shall be rewarded. 
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After prayer, she thanked me with much eager^ 
ness. 

Still there was another room to visit. The wri- 
ter sighed as he went. It was the room of the for- 
lorn females. ^^ Painful it is to dwell on deeds of 
shame." 

" How many sleep in this room ?" 

" Thirty-six, Sin'' 

Alas I I have never exceeded the real number ia 
my calculations ! 

" Where is the person who wishes to see me ?" 

They pointed me to her bed. She was of a full 
face, was very sick, and much troubled in mind. 
She came, she says, from Connecticut. 

My native State ! I still love thee ; and rejoice 
that few of thy many lovely daughters are of thb 
unhappy sisterhood. Long may the counsels of 
thy matrons live in the hearts of their fair posterity! 

" What do you think you most need I Wiat do 
you most earnestly desire ?*' 

" God's mercy. ^' 

The course of conversation need not be rehears- 
ed. What could I preach but Jesus Christ ? Ex- 
hausted, I ceaSed to speak ; but listened to the whis- 
pers of an aged woman ^ (that is, to one of thirty 
years, perhaps,) who was blasted, almost to death. 
Once she thought herself converted ; then she Jell 
from grace, and continued an abandoned character 
until within a year, when she hopes God converted 
her qgain. Since that time, her prayers and de- 
sires have been to God, that he would have compas- 
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lion on her soul. Perh{q;>8 the Lord has once con- 
certed her* If He has, it will suffice. Have mer» 
y, O Lord, on the thousands of the poor ! Make 
hem rich in faiith, and heirs of the kingdom of 
jiod* 

March 1 5th. 

THIS mombg I revisited the patients of the last 
ivemng. Their symptoms are the same as Aey 
hen were. The sleeping girl with difficulty can be 
oused. Miss S. S. T. wishes still, that God woidd 
' raise her from her bed of sickness, or take her to 
liniself." It is almost impossible to convince her, 
liat something is requisite to be done for her justifi,<« 
ation and sanctification, before the holy God can 
ake her to himself. She seems to thbk, that by a 
overeign act, God will take her to himself, and 
lake her happy, since he can, in her opinion, par-> 
cm sinners, without the interference of the Medi* 
tor. 

The sovereignty of Jehovah is not independent of 
is veracity, justice, and other attributes^ He has 
JeMnly declared, that all sin shall be punished s; 
ad he cannot fail of visiting every crime, with ade-*- 
uate vengeance, either upon the sinner or his sub* 
dtute, any more than he can prove false to his 
wn word. No part of the mora} law ever was, or 
ver will be dispensed with. All its penalties shaQ 
e inflicted, and all its rewards conferred. Every 
rime either has been, or shall be, punished 7 and 
very act of obedience shaU be rewarded. 

I. 



122 SAKCTIFICATION REQITIfilTE. 

With reverence we assert, that so far as we know 
any thing upon this subject, from revelation, God 
could '^not iiave remitted a single offence against his 
law, without an adequate atonement, any more than 
he could lie, or subvert that rule by which he had 
determined to govern mankind. Take away this 
foundation of the divine government of oioral crea- 
tures, that ^^ all vice shall be punished, and all virtue 
rewarded," and what remains for our admiratioii,* 
or what assurance have we, that the Judge of all the 
earth will do right? If God might, by a soveteiga 
act, without any atonement, without a full punirii- 
ment, remit one «in, iie might every sin, and ibe 
whole human race might transgress with impunity, 
and be saved without a Saviour. 

Equally impossible would it be, without counts- 
acting the established course of cause and effect in 
the moral world, to make an unsanctified persdo 
hi^py in the presence of Jehovah, in the place of 
his peculiar residence^ Before the polluted can en- 
joy holy society, and heavenly employment, their 
views, sensations, volitions, purposes, desires, and 
passions must be changed. From the nature of the' 
case, without holiness, no man can see God with sat- 
isfaction. Fallen Adam, had he been in the pre- 
sence chamber above, would have desired some re- 
cess^ in which he might have hidden himself from 
tlie Lord : and we sinners, were not the sensations 
of shame superseded by love, should, in heaven, £17 
ia.ut ibr rocks ai^d mountains to cover us* 
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Deal}, then, be my heart to the god of the Deist ; 
urbo, upon the principles of reason and equity, can 
never forgive, but must make every offender as 
miserable as he is sinful : and for ever blasted be 
the hapt of felicity, without sanctification* Let me 
coflse before the corenant God, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost, who is the only Gk>d that can 
save persons who have defied his justice, and con- 
temned his mercy ; and may others be led to him, 
for etemallife. An absolute- God, the God of 
&e DeistS) a God not in covenant for man's redemp- 
tion, IS NOT THE TRUE GoD, but an idol of the 
philosophical mind, or a phantom of the mad imagi- 
aatton."!!^ 

*" lii the 53d page of the Rer. Gardiner Spring's ESSAYS, 
the reader will find a sneer at this docu^ue* Does not every 
Deist regard God as an '^ absolute God" ? And is not this the 
prihcijsal difference between the views of a Deist and a Chris* 
fi:an9 that the former believes in an absolute Deity, who can 
forgive by a sovereign act, without any atonement ; while the 
latter believes in God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, who 
is a cpvenant God? The persons who pretend to worship God, 
without any regard to the covenant of redemption, and the 
ihercy of Jehovah, «* have left revelation, and have invented 
to themselves as empty an idol as any heathen philosopher 
ever worshipped. They have rejected the godhead of Christ, 
and of the Holy Spirit, and have imagined to themselves a 
god existing in one person, infinitely extended, filling infinite 
space, with'many other such like chimerical attributes. And 
this idol, this nothing-in -the -world, is become the fashionable 
divinity of our times j but its worshippers are all traitors. 
Every act of vw)rship paid to this idol, is high treason ; for by 
such act men witlidraw their allegiance from the true God*, 
and pay it to what has no more divinity than stocfc^an^ 
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To the true God I attempted to lead the dying 
sinner, that, falling before his mei?ey-seaty,sheinigiit' 
ask for pardon and purity, justification and glory* 

On my departure from the Almshouse, I met^ k 
the street, a young girl, in fine health and neat at^ 
tire, who v^ry politely accosted me, and inquired 
after my welfare. ^^ Ah ! how do you do i Where 
do you live, now ?" 

^^ I am well, Sir," she replied, *' and live in Green* 
wich-street ;. in a good fiunily*^ 

^^ I am glad to hear that you are in such a iitoa- 
tion* Remember the past : fear God f and miq^ ke 
Iceepyou. Good morning." 

About one year since, this young woman kft'ldie 
Almshouse, where for many months she listened to 
the word of God. Verily I believe it has nsa^ her 
better ; for neither her air, nor her attire, nor fair, 
cheerful countenance, is now that— ^which it oice 
was. ' ■ V- . -/-I 

They were making beds, and cleaning the roomi^ 
where I visited* Ob, what a vile place ! I would 
prefer to take a night's lodging in the dead^housi^dl 
the Hospital, for there the air is comparatively pure. 
Every worfd which I uttered, seemed to swell the 
pain which has a dwelling in my lungs. I never fdt 
any pain from preaching in the largest churches i 
but I must now drop my pen, and perhaps soon tny 

stones.'' Thus wrote the learned Wiluam Romaikb* 
-whose worksf were they more gienerally read, might prevent 
Bumy jejune publications ; and silence all who accuse theo 
qf Antinomiani^ro... 
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BUnlstnitiQns to the people of these dismad cham- 
bers. - May some benavolent person consent to take 
aseasomng, after my departure ? 

* 

March 16th* 

** y^ih virtue, pruiieiice fled ; what Shore possessed 
Was soldf was spent, and he was now distress'd ; 
And want, unwelcome stranger, pale and wan. 
Met, with her haggard looks, the hurried man ; 
BDi pride felt keenly, what he must expect 
Fromuseless pity, and from cold neglect" 

G&AB»a. 

NOT mach'unlike the fascinatra^, licentious Ed' 
wardShore^ was the last husband of Mrs. M**** 5 
<tf whom I have promised ^tte reader some further 
particulars. . She is'generally deemed a widow, and 
abswera tO'tfae scriptural description of one^ if any 
person be a widow, whose husband lives, but is dead 
ta her^ sind dead to shame. She is industrious, en*^ 
terprking, and affectionate : and her own sorrows 
have taught her how to sympathize with the afflict^ 
edpoor. 

Jm gives me pleasure to b^ a&le to present the 
roader with a picture of herself, drawn by her own 
hand, without any suspicion that it would be made 
public* It is contained'in a letter to me^ which is 

dated) 

" Monday evenings March 1 5, 1 8 1 9« ' 
•*' You may think it strange, that you so often aee 
my face with you in the Almshouse. It is because, 
the good of soub lies near my heart. • ^ince I have. 

l2 
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been in the habits of going, and witnessmg yon^b*' 
hours of love, I do not know how to be ab^nt»> £ 
sometimes feel as if I could spend and be spent b 
the cause. How often is my soul drawn out in sup^ 
plications for them, and on your behalf ! that th» 
Lord may strengthen you, comfort you, and sup- 
port you, in all these trying scenes ; that the word 
may be blessed to the salvation of their never-dying 
souls; that you may have many souls from among 
them, which shall prove as stars in your cxowS) in 
the day of rejoicing. Surely it must be special 
grace,, and the good of .souls, that induced you to 
this work.* You shall in no wise lose your re^irfd. 

^ I find from every sertnon I hear, (not that i 
would wish to flatter you ; far from it !) that I am. 
more unwilling to be deprived of the next* It is ai^ 
great a cross as to lose one of Dr. Romejm's ser- 
mons* I was in the Almshouse to-day, to admbis- 
ter to som^of those that we saw last evening, amb 
some that we did not see ; I hope to the necesMties 
of the saints : but I found you had been there be»* 
fore me*. Y6u cannot think how much they love- 
you. I heard several say that they loved the groond. 
on which you walked ; and they seemed to be dis^ 
posed to 'bless God for sending you there, to pn^ 
daim the Gospel of Peace to them. 

^^ It has pleased the Lord' to bid me drink deep of 
the cup ofaflUction ; but I have^reason to bless hioi^ 

* The author does not blush to record the "words of 'the 
amiable letter-wrlter» because they pnusey jiot the prea^r» • 
tait the Sfnrk of g^raoer 
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fior aB his deafin^ towards unworthy me. "May I 
bless the band wherewith I have been chastised* I 
have been through the deep waters, but they have 
not overflown me : through At fires, but have not 
been- bunit. May they prove as the refiner's fire. 
I. can testify^ the Lord has been with mc in siz^ 
troutdes, and in seven he has notleft me. 

'^ God mores in a:i&y8terioii8 waj^ 

His wonders to perforin ; 
He plants his £x>tstep8 in the sea, 

And rides upon the- starm.'* / 

^ liiave, for some wise end,t%st^d of almost everjr 
bitter herb. Sometimes I have thought, that my 
pu-den was ahnost overgrown with tue, which had 
subdued patience ; but each trying dispensation of 
Providence was short ; just long enough to make 
me know how to sympathize with others ; except . 
one that will never be erased from my memory ; 
which was the loss of one of the most tender an4^ 
affectionate companions."* My heart still bleeds, 
r . ^* For several months, not a day passed but I was<^ 
at the gravoy^and desired nothing so nmch, as to die 
there. Whole days I would s^nd at the distance 
of half a mile from any house, in a Iqaesome wood^ 
by the side of a murmuring stream, a little below a> 
i)Bpid fall^ the noise of which seemed to mourn with* 
me. Hither I would steal away ^. .unnoticed by any 
one, for fear of being detected, that I mig^^e 

* She und6ubtedIj.refSmh in this pliM^e, tothedestli^the^ 
haSbsiMLoL her yofotifek . 
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full vent to 1x17 grief. Often I there ^t, uotit 'I 
thought I should never agani see the face of maa; 
but am still in the land of the livings a monument pi 
sovereign mercy* I was then two hundred mikt 
from all my friends, ^according to the flesh ;V but f 
had a friend^ * that sticketh doser than a^brother/ 
or I should have been- cut oflf in my sinful gm£« 

^^ My idol ! my idol ! How often did I pnyr^ that 
every idol might be taken from me. Little did I- 
think what it was,, .until it was taken. To iiae dir 
language of the orphan,^ 

•* My hardships since^ I .will not tell ^ . 
But now no more ■ / * 

^<' May my most ardent dissire be, to b^ ever found 
in the path of duty. If I'^now my own heart, thir 
19 my sincere prayer. 

^ I can say with Paul, I know what it is toabouad; 
and to suffer need ; and sometimes I think'I haw 
li^med,in whatsoever situation I am, to be content*' 
ed; But again^ whenl meet with crosses, I fiad^ 
the flesh warring against the spirit, 90 that when I 
would do good, evil is present with' me. Id^sirr 
to thank God^ that in allmy trials and afflrttions, t 
hkve been enabled to flee unto the Lord as a refuge r 
and have fo^ind him a very present help in time of 
trouble, and better than all my fears# I have often* 
wondered what my unprofitable life was spared for r 
but now I^see it is, iii part, to sympathize with» 
others. A kind word,.nay^ even a kind look, often 
comforts the afllicted. There is scarcely a trying. 
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dispensation in life, in whicb I cannot partake with 
tfie sufferer^ 

*^ Sir, I must tell you how much I was profited by 
your conversation, about two years since* I shall 
ever think k wa* ordered, by an all- wise Provi- 
dence, directly for me, although no person in the 
room, at that time, had any idea of my trial. I went 
from home with a direct view of asking'advi€e tm a 
particular subject. My heart was filled with anxt- 
ety , for fear that my proposals would not meet with 
the approbation of my friends ; but my mind waa 
entirely set at Uberty, without even mentioning my 
errands Tour words were to me like apples of 
gold, in pieces of silver : for the saime I shall have 
reason to bless God, and so will one of my children^ 
dirough life<» ^ How forcible are right wovdaP 

^^ Oh, Sir, how was I agiuted when I first began 
to visit the Almshouse* The poor ivere before my 
eyes, si^t and day. For nine nights in aucces* 
sion, my mind was continually on them, supplica* 
ting a blessing on them, and on your labours among 
theni ; or in assisting and providing means for their 
relief. In all that time I had not an hour of sweet 
sleep.* 

"H.C.M****." 

* Her kind attenUons tathe nost ml8erable» were contiou- 
edg until nature, ezhausted»vaflu unable to second the efibrta 
of her will. She was visited by a severe sickness* in which 
she displayed a cheerful resignation to the divine pleasure^ 
and evens Christian anticipation of death. Her children^ 
whom she tenderly lovesj^. were coounitted by her to. the 
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March 17th. 

" What'er thy lot— whoe'er thou be*- 
Cdnfess thy folly— kiss the rod. 
And in thy chastenihg sorrows see 

Tht hand of <9odf 

V A bruised reed he will not break ;. 

Afflictions all his children feel ; 

He wounds them for his aiercy's 8ake« 

He wounds to heal !" ' 

MT usual services were rendered in the Alin8» 
house diis evening ; dnd I find die poor as attendve, 
and as anxious to have their turn come in the rotadoo 
of rooms, as when I first took the particular charge 
of them. Many seem to have been thoroughly xt» 
formed in their lives ; and indicate a spirit of purity, 
instead of that polluted nest of devils which was 
lately lodged securely in their boisoms. The 'deand^ 
ing efficacy of the word of God extends from the 
inner to the outward man y and hence, some, who 

Father of the fatherless ; and had she departed, she _wo(i!d 
now hare been in glory ; but the Lord restored her to new 
scenes of li^our. No sooner could she leave her houte» tlun 
«he renewed her visits to the Almshousef to oool the parched 
mouths of many d3ring daughters of dissipation, many victins 
to sinful pleasure « while she preached Christ, the only con- 
solation of sinners, with the tenderness of a sister* 

Her preaching, however, was no contravention of the 
apostle Paul's authority, neither did she disregard faia deda* 
ration, that he did not suffer a woman to speak in the Churchj 
nor usurp authority over the man ; (1 Tlfm. ii. 13.) ibr she 
eommunicated her ins^ctions to her own sex -^ and w&at^ 
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were habitually fithy, no longer offend the eye of 
ielicacy. - 

Religion certainly predisposes the mind which it 
occupies, to enjoy, and consequently punue, what- 
soever things are purCf lovely, and of good fame ; 
and those objects need only to be perceived, in or- 
der to be loved by the renewed souL 

It renders loathsome ^^ the garment spotted by 
the flesh." 

MisrS. S« T. is still alive, and is now more soli- 
citous to obtain religious instruction than any per- 
son <tf my acquaintance* Perhaps she may know, 
spiritually, and experimentally, the true God, and 
Jesus Christ, whom to know is life eternal, before 
she departs from this world. Her ^iritual case 
bnghtcns^ 

MrB« X. Y» and O'M— , listened to the word of 
God, from their beds of sickness. Mrs. V—, from 
^ cellar, sent an urgent message to me. She 
wanted nothing but a few words about Jesus, and a 
prayer. The room was so full of smoke and putrid 

tiioeg, kneelmg^ down beside the bed of a poor wretch, pray* 
ed for the departing soul. The ladies may teach a« PrisciUa 
did^ {Jctt xviii. 26«} and it would be well for the Church, if 
soitie welfindoctiinated matrons, who have long rejoiced in 
tlte personal atonemenfby Jesus Chrbt, appropriated by faith, 
would tuie unto ihem several young and eloquent preachers^ 
who havi^ more versatile ^htoiy than theology, and expouni 
mao them ihevtaj ^ God fjnore petfectfy. 

Every person, who has received the truth. Is bound to pro* 
mulgate it, according to his ability» and the opportunities 
«^iieh ftDTideoceaiiay afibi^ 



%S2 DEGREES IN OJ&ME. 

breath, ^hat I could scarcely utter Brwrxrd^ She mi 
again, ^ Sometimes I fear I am impatient ; but he 
chasteneth every child whom he raQBiVes f and I 
say, * Lord^ if I am a child, do aa thou wilt w^ 
me.''' • - 

Certainly the writer would want more |;race thaa 
jie possesses at the present time, to render him pa* 
tient in her situation. Constitution and circumstan- 
ces demand an appropriate supply of divine aseist- 
smce, to produce the meekness and subntiavioii of 
the christian diaracter. I am of the ojunioa of my 
much esteen>ed, and reverend friend, Dr. M***^, 
<^ that the saitie degree of grace which would have 
made John resemble an angel, would acsM^y have 
Icept Peter &om knocking a man down." 

What consolation have believers in the examplt of 
HIM, who ^^ was in all points tempted like as ve 
are," and in the promise of Almighty Grod, thathe 
will not suffer us to be tempted above what we caa 
endure ; but will, with th^ temptation, also make a 
way to escape, that we may be able to bear it ! Meit 
iv. 15. &f 1 Cor. X. 13. He will supply our need fli 
the time of need, and not previously •; for no pas- 
sage of the Bible warrants us to believe that the D»- 
penser of grace, mercy, and peace ever gives anyone 
of his creatures a capital stock, to be at hi&^wn dis- 
posal. We may hew out cisterns, but they will hoU 
no water. God in Christ is the fountain^ and 
streams of consolation wiH be derived from* it, as 
the exigencies of his plants may require. There is 
but ONE vounTAiv in the whol^ gardoi. of the 
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JLord. iBelieirefft Bre trees of righteousness, of thi^ 
Lord's planting, and he w}ll water them daily. 
Let this everlasting fountain send forth life-givii^ 
*litreams ; and may we flourish beside them. 
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March IBth. 



^* TratA up a child in the way he should go.** /Vov. zxii. 6, 

^* Ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but 
bring thciti up in the nurture and kdmonition of the 
Lord." JSphesiaru, vi.4* 

HAVING made no prombes, either to the pur- 
chaser^ or to the reader, of this volume, ^e author 
feek himself at liberty to relate a few anecdotes, 
which do not peculiarly regard the poor. They 
will probabfy be useful to some, in all classes of so* 
riety, who may peruse them, and especially to pa- 
tents, for they relate to domestic government* 

Yesterday I beheld, from my casement, a fathef 
"Correcting bb son. The lad, of about thirteen years^ 
is an impertinent fellow, and the discipline, which he 
Ima received, has been weU calculated to make him 
BO. , The father was displeased with his condi^cl^ 
"and began to cuff him in a furious manner* The 
young togue ran from his inflamed cas(igator. The 
father caught him by the ear and pinched it se« 
Verely, but the boy escaped out of the door of tjie 
^hop, and closed the door, with violence, upon th^ 
mrm, ^ivhich was obliged to relinquish its grasp. 

What sort 6£ disciptiue was this f The boy dtood 
bare-headed, in the rain, beside the house, inward- 

H 
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ly cursing; his father, and occasionally looking into 
the window, to ascertain if he might with safety re- 
tunu It would have been far better not to have 
corrected the child: for soon the father cries, 
'^ Here, Sam, go and get some change,^' and ifaeo 
all is past, except the hoy^s resentment. I have 
seen the same gentleman step out of his door, and 
call his younger children in from-the streets. The7 
run the gauntlet so soon as they obey him, for hc^ is 
sure to stand sentinel, as they pass, and give them a 
kicking, cuffing, or pinching. 

This reminds me of the family government, of a 
ver}^ wrathful man, in the town of my nativity^ One 
of his boys, Ichabod, called his brother John a dog* 
John complained to his father of this abusive lan- 
guage, who ran to the door, and in fury exclaimr 
ed, "Come here, Ichabod, yoM puppy you ! What J 
call your brother John a dog! I'll teach yjou; ye 
puppyy you !" 

Such parental government is very common. Aw 
you in a passion ? Desist until yoju are <:ool ; inflict 
punishment from judgment, and let your children 
know, that all their attempts to ^cape from your 
hands are but aggravations of their misconduct* If 
you are passionate in correction, you teach them to 
b^ turbulent and ungovernable. So soon as the 
si^jects of such government acquire sufficient ani- 
mal force, they may be expected to become masters* 
Yes, parents who attempt to correct their children 
in rage may expect resistance, and it will be well 
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for them if the scene which I am now to describe 
shall not be acted over again. 

A j^ung man, who resided in a town at no great 
distance from this city, entered into a dispute with 
-his aged father. The contest became warm, and 
the son, seizing the hoary locks of his sire, dragged 
him violently to the door. 

* **Stop! stop! my son," said the feeble old man, 
^^ for I am sufficiently punished : the judgments of 
Qod art just ; for in the same manner I once drag- 
ged my old father to this very threshold ; and your 
son nflay treat you, as you now treat me." His vio* 
tent dealing' had now come down on his own pate^ 
and he experienced the cruelty from a son which he 
had exercised towards a parent. 



March 20fA. 

THIS morning the writer was requested to visit 
the Hospital, that he might warn a young man of 
the rapid approach of death. For two years the 
dying patient has been afflicted with the curde of 
htst. 'He took^the disease in Europe, and had 
some of the best of medical aid there ; but it was 
ineiSectuaL For more than a year he has been in 
his present situation, and all the skill of the best 
physicians in this city has not been able to expel 
the poison, ^ 

Young men, and you who come from the country, 
especially, dd^ not credit those lying professions of 
remedy ^' WITHOUT MERCURY," which yoa 
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find posted at the corners of the stre^ets. They ars 
tiothing but accursed encouragements to vice* The 
quacks delude you. It is not an easy thing to cure 
you of the contaminaMon of a single touch* In 
thousands of instapces, all the efforts of the tnedical 
faculty cannot preser\;e the life of the polluted mor* 
tal. The youth whom I have just visited,, has re- 
putable connexions in this city, and if the quacks^ or 
the regularly bred physicians, could avail ^t^y things 
I had not been compelled to warn him of his ua* 
timely death* Until to-day he has had no Sierious 
thoughts of dying; but I found him in a state of 
putrefaction. His flesh is falling off from his bonesi 
and?his bed-clothing exhibited a horriUe spectacle.. 

In the plainest manner I told him, that he must- 
depart this life in a few days, or perhaps in a few 
houirs. He sieemed like one smitten by the thunder 
of heaven* He has been gay, and thoughtless : has 
wandered after many phantoms of pleasure; but 
now death grasps him ; and what will be his eternity 
none can predict* Christ was solemnly proffered^ 
with all his saving benefits* As an ambassador 
from God, I offered him peace and eternal life ; but 
the Holy Ghost alone can constrain him to acjcept of 
the righteousness of Him, who is the end qf the 
laxv. 

Six rooms were visited, and some religious tracts 
left in each* I was surprised to find one young, man 
gone to the eternal world, whom I attempted lately 
to convince of the danger of his situation* He had 
the consumption, buthb face was full, and he ssiid^ 
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a short thne before his death, that he did not con* 
sider himself in any danger of speedy dissolution* 
He saw »x or seven persons die in the same ward 
in which he lay, but did not lay it to heart. He 
died in the expectation of recovery. 

H—XyN— I still lives, and gives me goodevi* 
dence that he has become a spiritual member of the 
tmfy caikoHc •churchy which contains aU men, em- 
bojlied cm: disembodied, who believe with die heart 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. Peace be to this catholic 
chcirchi They shall prosper that love her welfare.^ 
Beace^ peace be to Zion* 
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March 21st^ 

BEWARE f beware, thou tempted youth, for the 
curse of the bitter water will come upon thee. The 
Lord will ^ make diee a curse, and an oath among 
thy people, when the Lord doth malre thy thigh to 
rot." This judgment Fhave seen come upon many, 
without the solemn tknunciation from a minister of 
rdigioii* The young man, whom I visited yester- 
day, was actually plagued as one whom the Lord 
proved guiky, according to the Mosaic law. Con* 
solt Numbers, v. chap.' 20, 21 , 22. To-day he was 
removed from the Hospital, that he might dii^ witb 
his friends. 

In the evening, I preached m the Almshouse tcf 
fif^-six'prostitutesy wfaa Were on their beds, besides 
a large company of iHdows, feeble old men, and 
Utad persons. My text was the declaration, and 

X2 
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exhortation of Jesus, " Neither do I condemn^thee;. 
go and ain BO more." 

For once at least, I think my discourse was adapt- 
ed to Ti\y audience, and many appeared to recefifFeJt 
as I could have wished all might have done. No- 
sooner had I commenced, however, than I w-asdis* 
ti^rbed by conversation in the adjoining room, which 
contdned twenty of the miserable ones. With the 
candle in one hand, and the BiUe in the other, I 
marched itom my table to a position from which I 
could have a view of my hearers in both rooms, h 
had the desired effect, and in this situation I held vjf 
the light of divine truth to them. The candle of the 
Lord, I trust, shone upon me, and irradiated my 
message with a divine lustre. 

After sermon I turned to the dying female from 
Connecticut, of whom I have written, under date 
of the 14th of March; and to whose whispers 
I have thrice listened. She seems to be a believeiv 
Indeed I think God has, once for all, renewed her; 
but at what moment, perhaps, no mortal can say. 

When the writer was leaving the room, he was 
called back, to speak to M — ^ M<-^, the tall and slen- 
der country girl, whom I have styled modesi; for if 
this virtue of the mind, modesty, i:an ever be n-^ 
gained after it has been lost, I think it has been ia , 
(his instance. She was weeping, and wanted con-^ 
ablation.; but much of that consolaticm^ foe this lifet 
which is desirable^ I could not give». She ia afflict* 
edi wiUi ft sore throat and mouth*. She ean scarcely 
tiiste any of the food allowed het, and. must asfio* 
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ate with the vilqat of her sex, durkig the remMn- 
»- of her life. The efiecu of the mercury alone 
iniain m her system ; but her cure is but a protruct- 
i deaths Her chief concern is for her soul, apd the. 
^rmon convinced her, that Christ is Both able, and 
Uling, to sav^e her. 

^* lam Mtiliy^^ said she, *^ so greai a sinner^ that I 
ve fuitdli^ hope tn his merey.^^ 

She wishes that something could be done for her 
imporal relief, and spoke again of the Magdalen 
ociety; She was again informed, that their funds,, 
id regulations, would not admit of their receiviiig 
ck persons. 

^* Mom I Sir^^^ she replied,^ with tears, and a ebun^ 
:nance over which despair brooded, ^^ thiit r« xifhiU 
wcowag'es.meJ^ 

^> Is your mother unable to assist 3X>u ?" 

^^ Not eAsolutehf unable^ and I believe she toouU " 
7 itj were it not for some of our friends and rdor 
ons^ wh^rejett me^ and dissuade her*'* 

** Those are indeed miserable sinnevs, who need 
ardott through the blood of Chrbt,. but v^io. can 
ever fofgive a fellen relative." . 

^ Ihaoe lately heard from my mother ^ after a long 
me; but her letter is very cold; it kills nu*^^ 

Here comes the maternal letter. See how the 
lother can become obdurate, and her soft bosoqi 
daiAant, to the bleeding heart of a seduced daughter. 

'' Richfeldi Feb. 23^ 1 %X3. 
^^ My dear^ unfortunate child, I^received juxir let^ 
er. of. the 12th,, and. was yerp happy to hear frote. 
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fwx. Your letter iitfermed me that yoa was out of 
health, but i' learn from the lines you wrote, Aat 
you have friends abroad, although a strsmgerywUck 
contribute to your relief ^ and I wish it was iii mf : 
power to help you>i I would inform you that I haiC 
heard from Dunican and his wife, and they wen 
wen. Chancy has been very sick,, but has tecovta* 
ed his health again, and is cleaved froBi the amqb 
Amos has returned to his farm again* Anis-ie- 
mains at her father's,;and wiU the^ remaiMder of the 
season.^ I have nothing more to write you in fwn 
ticular ; but I would inform you, that your uncle 
Latham's family is well, at present : likewise^yoor 
unek Chase and the family. I have kissed die 
children agreeable to your requests I am well at 
present myself, and hope that these lines may find 
you, as they leave me, and it would relieve the soi* 
rows of a grateful heart. This is from your dear- 
estfriendyj . 

Among so many fiiends, cannot one be fcqmd of 
a tender heart ? No, th^ cannot forgive and com^ 
passionate* M— • expected sonoe kind assurances 
of assistance from her. ^dearest friend,'' but^ the 
letter has proved cold comfort^ not worth the seven- 
teen cents postage, whichishe was oUiged to pay. ■ 

Miss S. Sc-T. I believe has been jdsited this eve» 
ing for the last time. Her misery is very great, md 
she seems to think,:.thiiit itimust be happiness to die* 
When I asked her for what she desired me to pray^ 
die answered^ ,^^ that GodL would pardon 4ne^ and 
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take me to himself, if he pleaaest ^^^7 sooiu I do 
pray thai he would take me to himself*'' 

la the square ward, I was requested.to baptize 
an iafimt,, but I declined. The mother expected it 
would die, and felt a vety common, but very foolish 
apprehension, that if the babe died before baptism it 
must-perish* It was stated to her, that baptism is a 
sign and «eai of Gkk1'» gracious covenant, which is 
designed to signify to all believers, and particularly 
to the assembled church, this truth, that by the 
sprinkling of the Uood of Jesud, and the washing of 
regeneration, God's people shall be saved. The 
outward ordinance cannot save any one* If you 
were a member of any church, and your minister 
ahouM^ request me to do> it, or if you were now to 
make a credible profession of saving faith in Jesus 
Christ, I ^ would baptize the child. You cannot 
give your child to God^ without first giving your- 
self to him,, and if you do not truly Relieve in the 
Lord Jesus, on your part a profession would be 
all mockery. But, although I cannot baptize the 
child, yet, in the name of Jesus, I will bless it. 

The writer, therefore, prayed for the mother and 
iafent, to that Saviour who received little ones, put 
Mi hands on them and blessed, them ; after which, 
he aOlenmly pronounced this benediction : ^^ The 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Saviour of sinners, bless thee, 
sanctify, thee, and keep thee. His blesstfig rest 
upon thee in life, and in death ; in time, and eter- 
lity* Amen." Such a benediction I would solemn- 
ly pronounce over the head of any child, which 
ihould be professedlpk-given to God ; and cannot 
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but think the blessing of in&nts a veiy significaoc 
act of social worship. ^ 

The writer prayed widi another dying ^iraBian in 
another room, whose tears flowed apace, and wh6 
desired to know some^ing about the way of salva- 
tion by Jesus Christ. Exhausted, and almost wiid 
with the misery of others, which he cannot relieve, 
he must say, ^^ Readiex, imagine the rest J' 

March 23(L 

" Confessing by his downcast eye^ 

The wrong he sought to justify. 

He ceased. A moment mute she jgazed. 

And then her looks to hearen she nused ; ^ 

One palm her temides veiled, to hide 

The tear that sprung in spite of pride ; 

The other for an instant pressed 

The foldings of her silken vest !" 

BRIDAL OV TRZBmMAXin 

THIS afternoon I visited five wards in the Alms* 
house. But some whom I sought were &ot. Tbe 
person of whom I have written in the conclusion of, 
^e preceding article, has been, as the world says, to 
describe a nameless character, ^^ no better than she 
should have been." Again and again she expressed 
her gratitude for a very little attention. *^ It is tbe 
best thing she can do," said the nurse, a very de- 
q^nt Episcopalian, ^ to make up her mind to die, 
&r she cannot live." r 

**Some, however," the writer replied, "do not 
make up their fttinds calmly to submit to that wbich 
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Acy camiot possibly avoid. It would be well if all 
were prepared for death* which is inevitable." 

. ** Well^ prafft Str^^^ continued the nurse, ** when 
ore ye coming' to preach in this room againJ I hope 
ye wiU come eoon^for now we^ve got rid jof that very 
excellent Christian* I was quite mad at her»^^ 

^ Do you intend the woman who insisted on hav- 
ing always possessed a good htart ?" 

^^ TeSy Sir^ she would stick to it so obstinately^ and 
didn^t like your preachings she was so good.^^ 

^^ You riiould pray for her, and pity her, instead 
of being vexed with her, on account of her igno* 
ranee and obstinacy. Many are thus blind, and 
^rish without the knowledge of themsdves.^' 

*^ Ay i but she was so goody and good for no* 
thing I But I hope your honour wonU forget to 
preach in this room very soon againJ^^ 

** I will remember your room in turn." 

To the half*crazy Scotch-Irish woman^ of whom 
the reader has some account under the date of the 
^Ut of February, I said, ^^ You have punctually at- 
tend^ public worship of late ^ and I was pleased to 
see you attentive*" 

" TeSy «yir, Pm never qfrcdd to hear you^ noxiK 
Vd 4dmost as soon hear ye, do ye see^ as Dr. M^Leod^ 
for you are aboot as soond as Ae." 

^ All of you Scotch people, whom I know here, 
appear to have more information Uian the other in- 
habitants of die place. I fear you all know much 
bettet than you do." 

^^ 2>#, Sir^ and I think that a Gospel sinner is one 
ejf^ the xoorst of sinners.^ 



H4 THE HSMOilY Of tRE tiXIMD. 

**^Sce that it prove not the aggravation of your 
condemnation, that you know your Master's witt, 
and do it not.'' 

In the same room was W— R-^, the UlikD boy, 
famous for his memory. 

*' It seems you have come on a visit, WilBanu* 

" TeSy Sir J to see mtf mofker.^^ 

She is a poor wonwn, who was seatM beside Urn. 

^^ Tou must repeat to me, again, the hj^mn which 
you repeated on the Sabbath evening.''^ 

" Well^ Sir. Pm laming the hymn ttMch yw 
composed^* . ; 

" Ay ? who is teaching you ? None of 5r<m have 
ever had a copy.'* 

" George is laming it to me^ and Ishalliayiit*^ 

Soon after I went into another room, where 
George was seated, at a Httle tea^table^ with apioiB 
woman. ^ 

^' George, Wiliiani says, that you are teadbinglliai 
a hymn." 

^^ Ihqve lamed it to him already. He c€di MfiU 
He'll lam a thing in two minutes.^^ 

" Now tell me, truly, how long it took him t9 
learn those five stanzas." 

" W^ell^ Sir, it was not more than ten minutes^ (d 
most J** 

" And I have just lamed George^* said Mrs^B— f» 
the pious woman, who can scarcely move, ^^tw9 
hymns since he'* 8 been sitting here* Bui George if J' 
very sad.** p 

Ay i and so toe allare^'* cried bUad Sally* p 
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. >^ What's the matter with you, now i^ I demand- 
ed* 

*^ WAy^ they say that y9U are gcing to l^ave i», 
and we canU think of U* We have esteemed yout 
p9eaching^the highest faoour*^ 
\- ^Teo^yeo^^ cried another blind woman, ^^y0/lr 
preaching hao been the gr^teot comfort to ti».'' 
-• i^ Sfaoukl I ffi from you, I bopt you will have a 
better preacher." 

'^ Ahl ^ th^n^ Siry exclaimed a blind man, 
from behind'his ragged curtain, *> I know we sha*n*ti 
but if we doy it wo^h*t be you*** . 

. 'Flattering aa their compliments were, I could tiot 
bear them, because the poor blind were really dis* 
tressed ; hot I repeat them as a proof, that these 
paupem are capable of esteeming a person very high* 
ly in love, for the sake, of the Gospel. 

In the room in which I preached on the evening 
oiE^ the dlst of the present month, I said to a lost fe- 
male, (lost for this life ! not for eternity,) who is al- 
most gone^ ^ perhaps you thought my sermon too 
severe : but I thought it necessary." 

JShe answered, in the accents of dissolution, with 
eyes directed to heaven, *^ It was the truths and no* 
thing but the truthJ'* 

Some of the bounty of my unknown Burlington 
Iriend,.! distributed, as^l have done on many for- 
mer occasions, to similar objects, that the parched 
tongues of some destitute, and dying females, may 
be moistened with something suitable for sick per- 
sons. . ^ 

N 
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The aged G-*. H-<- 1 found •till compUiiiihtg of 
herself, and sobbing out her petitions, that God 
would give hei* M^ew heart, wnd renew a right a[nrit 
within her. 

^^ Oh i for finth^ and patience /" 8he4ezclaimed, 
^^y^r / /ear that I Jo not beiieve in hm^ a^ 4nai 
him* Dear gentleman^ you behng to a blessed GeJ* 
Oy I wish that I belonged to himj and thalbc wmdd 
dweUtnmeP^ . ^. 

, ^^ I have as much evidence that you do believe is^ 
God, and trust in Christ, as I have th^any one .hun- 
gers and thirsts after righteousness*" 

While this woman thinks that she has no eav 
dence of being m a gracious state^she gives the, n|Oit 
satisfactory evidence to others, that ^e is a cjiild of 
God. She is growing in humility ; and her fettciV' 
Christians can perceive, what at present is hiddea 
from h^ eyes, that she is ripening for die harvest. 

Her native disposition to peevishness, however, 
through which, as a mist, grace shines, is the chief 
obstruction to her usefuhiess and comfort. By na* 
ture, she is a thorn tree ; but a scion, of good has 
been inserted, which will soon overshadow-the ori* 
ginal branches, and cause them to with^. 

Match 2Ath. 

BLIND DoNAixT I could not find this evening* 
She has gone to a better world. 

The black people, m the cellar, appeared dumkiid 
fof some instruction, and for the opportunity of iv^ 
ting in prayer. 
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Mr$* V-^, in the ceOftr^ remains in the same state 
of body and mind. 

^^ Y6tt seem more thankful," I said, ^* than almost 
any person in affluence." She replied, *^ Iflivere 
not fo^r and afflicted, I might not be thankJuL^ 
• Truly God often humbles diose whom he makes 
most grateful ! 

lo three rooms of unfortunate females, I prayed, • 
and particularly with two of them, who must depart 
aoon. 

M'— -B*-^, wiell known to thie readers of my for- 
mer Jounml, said, with much dejection, ^ What 
have I'done^ Sir, that you should have deserted me of 
tme?"' 

** Nothing ! Nothing ! You need not weep : but 
you cannot expect me to visit you evtry time I 
come to the house, when multitudes equally need 
attention." Very soon she will need no more 
eounsel* 

March 25^1. ' 
ONE young' man, H— -> H-— , who! thought 
would recover his health, after having been afflicted 
with the spotted fever, will probably die of the cun* 
sumption. ~ If the effusion of seriim into the thorax 
does not produce immediate death, it is apt to leave 
the lungs in a state of inflammation, or of ulcera- 
tion ; so that very few have escapee), who have been 
sick of this malignknt enemy of our race* The 
young^mati converses calmly ; but is much distresif- 
ed at the apprehension of death. 
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In No. 3, or the Hospiut^ Ijprag^ wifth moitier 
young man, who is dangerously ill Of the Bame b» 
ver. ' He tumbled about, and gasped frequently ; 
but when suitable petitions Were suggested to him, I 
could perceive, by the motion of his iipis^ ihntlie ft- 
peated them to himself. May God teach Urn to 
pray. 

I have been kindly favoured, to-day, with a doicii- 
ment which must give additional interest to oiy 
JoumaL A person who is now in the State's Prisss 
of New-YorJc, was permitted to purchase^ and send 
^o his wife, a book, entitled, ^^ The DomtBticCh^ 
lain^^ pi which the Rev. John STAKfOftD is tbe 
author. In the blank leaf of the volume, he wiott 
th^ following i ; 

INT£JI£STI1«G LETTER. 

**. Mrs. £«-*iM, 

"You express a strong desire to become d^ 
quainted with the minute particulars relating to my 
present situation. At some future opportunity, I 
will endeavour to gratify a curiosity, which I believe 
to be prompted by an affectionate solicitude. At 
present, you must be contented with that subject 
which I presume most interests your feelings : I 
mean that of our religious privileges. 

** The author of this book is our only regularly 
attending minister. Others frequently preach to 
JUS ; but he takes upon himself the principal burden ; 
never fails to preach to us on the first Sabbath in 
the month, and frequently favours us at other timds* 
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^ By adoptiQg the volume I now send you, as a 
companion -with your favourite Doddridge, you 
will not only become acquainted with the man, but 
will find an additional consolation in your afflicted 
state. 

^ As I now calculate to settle in this city, for a 
few years at least, after I am liberated, you may, 
perhaps, enjoy the satisfaction of frequently hearing 
from his lips, those pious sentiments which you here 
fead from his pen. 

^ He is considerably advanced in years; has a 
fiiU, healthy countenance; is about the middling 
9ize iastature^ and somewhat corpulent. He has 
H grave and venerable appearance; his. eyes are, 
piercing, but soft^ and benevolent ; and his whole 
visage bespeaks a strong, mtelligent mind* When 
in the pulpit, Cowper would say, " There stands the 
legate of the skies; his theme divine ; the messen* 
ger of God to men.'* Pope would equally speak 
" Of truth divine, commended from his tongue.'* 

^^ His eloquence is of the most in»pressive kind ^ 
and his matter, like his manner, sdways pertinent^ 
and calculated to reach the heart. 

^^ He is tender and compassionate, almost to a 
fault. Skilled in the woes of human life, he pities 
wretched man ! The whole spul of the hearer is ir- 
resistibly carried ^long with him, in his vividly fer* 
vent devotions. When he addresses himself to his 
God, in our behalf, my fancy paints my afflicted 
wife, and dear children, ranged in a group around 
hm^ . anJUOU% ; waiting for that deliverance^ ^nd 

n2 



1^0 TH« DYING VISITED. ' 

those, tender embraces, which he ao z^fdousfy irn* 
ptores. 

" With the most earnest solicitude for your pit- 
sent and Allure happiness, I remain, 

^' Your affectionate husband. 
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THE Lord's day is the most pleasant, ahhough 
to me the most laborious, day of the week. 

In the morning, after my usual public services in 
the Hospital, I aroused H — M— from trouUed 
slumbers* He opened his eyes, like one under the 
itifluence of fear. Alas ! he is afraid to die, and I 
coutd not but say to myself^ " Must this }wang 
man, who lately enjoyed the beauty and vigour of 
early manhood, be cut down like the flower, and be 
withered before noon V^' Indeed, I -prayed that God 
would spare htm f but more ferrcntly, that God 
would prepare him for heaveiH 

While preaching, I was more than commonly af- 
fected by the sight of a female of a respectable fami- 
ly, who, not l6ng since, hadafeir complexion, was 
of a full habit, and enjoyed excellent spirits. Once 
she could^smile at my exhortations. Now she stt 
before me, pale and feeble. Her face, once fair and 
soft as the lily, is now full of large seams, which, 
should she live, would perpetuate her disgrace* Bat 
she is not long for this life. She is withered, and 
v^ compelled^ during the sermon, to rest her 
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drooping head upon the nearest stipport.* Once her 
friends came fur her, and carried her home ; but 
she woiild return to her pleasures, and to death. 

M— M — has ^ho gamed admittance to the 
Hospital once more, and if the physicians can cure 
her diseased throat, and make her whole system 
new, she may be well again. - She paid strict- atten- 
tion to the sermon, and had a dejected air, which is 
enough to make any one sad. 

Several captains constitute apart of my audience; 
and they, with the Superintendent, and family, with 
the nurses, servants, and house physicians', niake a 
very respectable company. 

In the Almshouse, soon after I commenced the 
first prayer, a sick man in the room was taken with 
a fit, and uttered 'tremendous sc;reap». I was obli-^ 
ged to slop short, for ar. time^ and. command my 
frightened audience to keep their places. It was 
soon over, and the prayer was continued. After 
sermon I prayed in four different rooms^ and Mjk 
B— r visited I-know nofhow many more. . 

My aged friend, of many yearsymadam G-*— H—- , 
bates her heart^as much a^ ver, and cries to God, 
day and night, to breaks melt, and renew it, that she 
may fetel, ^for now^ she says, ** /lab not feel; I do 
not ffray as I^^ughti* 

An old womauy whom T have never recognized 
befbre,^ sent for me» She is not very sick, but 
troubled in mind* When she was reminded of thi^ 
blessed truth, that Christ died to procure the paiy 
4ou of ajlouicsios> sbe op^nsd her large, eyes^ aoA 
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said, ^^ When I IooIl on minei they are veiy large, 
very great.** 

Watts, as well aa David, knew how to pray* The 
version of the fifty-first psalm, by the former, was 
repeated to her, and her tears descended like dew* 
If the believer's heart has any prayer tnterwo?co 
with its texture, it is something like this ; 

'* Yet sare a trembling sinner* Lord, 
Whose hope, still hov*ring round thy word. 
Would light on some sweet promiae therot • 
Some sure support against despair*** 



March SOtfu 

THIS afternoon I opened the catechetical mstruc* 
tion in the New- York Free-School, No. S, ,with 
prayer ; and afterwards visited No. 1« In the two 
school-rooms,. I saw not lesa than a thousand poor 
children, who-are taught to read, and writer without 
any expense to their parents* About fifty ktf&S' 
were present at the two places^ among whom were 
the widow of General Hamilton ; the aged, beneyo- 
knt, and even venerabre Mrs. Graham, Mrs. Cald- 
well, Mrs. Coit, and Mrs. G. Brinkerhofi^ widt 
Mrs. Robinson, Mrs. J. P; Mumford, the -Miss 
Murrays, and other ladies, single and married,- 
:whom I have not the pleasure of knowing. The 
'bdies of different religious denominations, look 
charge of classes of children, who were baptized ifti 
Ae diurehea which they respectively, frequent^ sa 



hat each child iras iatlracted in the form of quet* 
ions approved by the church of which the iostruc* 
ress and the inmructed were membeoriT Before thi% 
nsociation of ladies waA fytaa^di the children had 
ID reli^ous instruction* Now they are faithfully 
:atechi8ed weekly* In other cities let ladies of dis« 
inction goaiHiJo liiewk&m If the labour will not 
loooiur theasi let tlunn di^fy the employment* 



March SUt. 

<* The frantic wretch* while many a stream of blood 
Smokei fromhia womids, and pidnts his coat of mail, 
limTes Itka tke'itormy that, tiiund'Hng^ down the vatoy 
Wastte ptU beneath it with resiatlesa Aood." 

OssEOir. ■ 

THIS afternoon was- devoted to the Hospitrik 
While I was conversing with H— • H— , who cannot 
long continue, two young ladies came in to see 
Sim. They were dressed rather gaudily, and 
did not look suficiendy delicate to be his statera* 
1 addressed myself to him, and them, after which, 
with his consent, I prayed. The gay visitors were 
not a little Inoved. 

in the opposite room, a young man had just died 
of the sfotted/everj which was. the text of my short 
sermon to the living. 

In ^e ward above, I conversed again with the 
a|;ed Universalist, and then put my hand to the 
head of a young soldier, that I might awake him» 
and exhort him to prepare for speedy death. X 



thought, by the spots of his couhtenahce, that he 
must sooo make his exit, and perhaps before I could 
^ee htm again. His eyes were quite yeBbw, and 
his biieath offensive ; but I revealed my mihd^ It 
struck him with «oikie consternation ; but when the 
house is in flames, and will soon be consumed, there 
is no time for the complaisant address, ^^ please, Sir! 
to awake, for the house is burning, and you mvf 
perish." To cry, *' fire ! fire ! awake !" is far more 
kind : and to alarm the sick is not so detrimental as 
many suppose. I warned him of hell ; exhibited 
the need of his repenting, and exhorted. him to pray. 
He has put off his armour, and his mUitary cap lici 
useless beside him. The warning cannot injure 
him ; and I have known a new, and powerful excite- 
ment to prove a cure, by what physicians call a 
translation of the disease** 



* An instance I will relate . A Deacon of my acquunUncc^ 
(for such Deacon* there are !) who is apparently as meek at 
Moses* and of a solemn^ softly speech^ is rich, and acciutoBied 
to thave notet* He loaned to a young man a large sum, wIsdL 
by an act of the State ia which they live, agunst usuiy^ tlna 
legally forfeited. The borrower gave ample secu^ty for tbft 
principal part of the loan ; but he was taken dangerously sick • 
and the Deacon desired to get some mortgage for the remaiii> 
^r. The Deacon called to see the man, when he was vs^ 
posed to be near death. The nurse, according to the orders of 
the physicians, excluded all company. Once, and again, the 
refused to admit the Deacon ; but finally he pleaded thai Ae 
should like to pra^ 'osith the tick youth: and was admitted to his 
chamber. 
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fn another ward a blind Beaman, whose ^es ap« 
pear perfectly sound, was sick witli a fever. I have 
(or three months observed, that he was very atten- 
tiye to my discourses ; and to-day he told me, with 
mimy tears, that my ministrati<»s in the goq>el had 
bem of great service and consolation to him. He 
gLyes.good evidence of anew, and tender 'heart. 
Directly opposite to his bed, a deaf person, who w 
very low,' was. uttering his groans. He could not 
hear a word : but he keeps a small piece of slate, to 

Ko sooner kad he. taken hit seat^ than he began rerj mildlj 
to tm^ ** U ia tbooght you may. die« and I ahotild be moch 
ebliged to yoo* if yon would give me some secvrity for my « 
money.^ 

** Oh/ Deacmit Ittaft da kuiineM twvxj** said the sick man. 

*' Why, if yon dont secure me now» I may lose the whole) 
I should be gU4 if you would give me,— ———'' -^ 

** Oh / (Mtf dm^U Aacon, iUtturb me/ Utmtdiein peac9*^ 

In this manner he worried him, until he found he could gain 
Bothing» when despaiiing he said, ** Well, I will ptay with 
ydaMbrelgo.** 

At tids hypocrisy the sick man was 86 enragfed, that he 
•tsrted vof in bed, clenched his fists, and with an imprecatioD 
<ff i<l, «^.--«— —»-»-, Deaewn! get out of my ngh^ The 
Deacon'fled. Soon after the physicians came, and found their 
patient manifestly better. His feyer had passed the acme; 
he waaln that state of moisture, which they could not pro- 
doBoe % bat which the yiolent mental exertion, occasioned by 
the Deacon* had effected % and from that time he recovered. 

Socb cause Ibr agitation as this I desire none may give « bat 
if the sick become anxiotu to prepare fur deaths instead of 
' blooding over the fear thai tJiey mutt diet, the new mental stimtt« 
Ipi will do them good, for time and etermty. 
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which if tied a penciL I therefore wrote this ^pies- 
tion ; ^^ are you a sivaer ?" He caa speak^ and snd, 
^^a sinner I hum J ail arc sinners; yes^Iitmaskh 
ner; for all men are.^ The spiritual contrast ba- 
tweeh this deaf man and the bUnd oney ia very gfcati 
The superintendant requested me to pay partodsr 
attention to them,. 8a3ang, ^^ there you wifl find Tfea 
Contrast.'^ Indeed I did* 

A second question which I wrote was this }- Hdo 
you feel that you need a Saviour?^ 

He read it several times, and ssud, ^ ay^ IMnk I 
am a little better : I think I shall get "well ytL , A 
Semeur; hum/ God must do tuith me ^ he pleases/^ 
Again I wrote, ^^ are you willing to pray fot par- 
don?*' 

After some hesitation he said, " Iprayjor atlptsn 
as well as myself. I pray for all m^nimip Imust 
pray for my enemies?^ 

I resumed the pencil. *^ God be merciful to ME 
a sinner, is the chief prayer which aainqer. ouj^ 
to oflfen He should pray for all men|.evea ^ftfits 
but for himself in particular. Are you prepared to 
die? I think that you must die isoOn. May God 
bless you!*' 

He hastily rubbed out the last clause butx>n^ spd 
I put my finger on the place, but he would aqr 
nothing about dying, except ^^ I think I am a Sttlt 
better.^ In answer to the rest he said,^ ** Ithdnk 
tfoUy Sir; thai is verygood^ that is very preUy^^ 
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tn ftuotlier ward, I visited the wounded seamen 
who were captured in the Britisb sloop of war Pea* 
cock, by the Hornet. One had lost a leg, another 
as arm and a thumb; another some part of the 
face and some part of his limbs ; and aQ were ob- 
jecta of compassion* One said he felt it no dis- 
grace to be taken by the Americans ; *^ iut ifithadbee^ 
by the French^ i would never have ahatvn my face ik 
England* Why^ Sir^ Ifaund it was Engkah ship 
tigmnst English ship ; and we were fighting our 
own messtnates.^'^ One told me that he did not 
know that he had lost his hand, and a part of the 
wm, for numy minuted after ; ^and its far me^ to 
be shaure^ said another, who was wounded in the 
head, ^^tdid not know that I was hurt for many 
days ^fatr^ He intended that his cofbciousness 
of hisaituaition was lost fi>r many days. 

Soon after the Bailors of the Hornet landed at 
Brooklyn, they found a ;»^mroCi^, belonging, it is said, 
to commodore Chauncey, late superintendent of the 
navy-yard* . The peacock was fond of displaying 
te tail, and the tars, who had so btely conquered the 
Peacock, declared that nothing by the name of pea^ 
€ock riiould have colours standing ih their presence. 
To make their oath good, they caught die bird, and 
deprived him of all his long tail. Soon after, I saw 
diem riding through the city, and every sailor, who 
could put -his hand out of the coach-window, ex- 
tended to public view a feather fiom the peacock, 
in token of their victory^ Tliis is a sketch of the 
levity of a s^ilor^s vokaA* 
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Even this is preferable to the surly, rerengefol 
apirit of some, who contend in national en^igfr 
ments. llie sailors seem to £eel no enmity agttoit 
their enemies, and as an honourable proof of tbb I 
would state, that soon after an engagement, the crew 
•of an American brig of war, contributed enough to 
purchase each of the captive crew a suit of clothe^t 

Mr. Thoma^ Eddy, one of the moat distipgouh* 
cd benefactors of the Ncw-Tork Hospital, related 
to me the following facts, which I would ccMitCMt 
with the generosity of a son of Neptune. 

In the late defeat of the American general Win- 
ehester, a young officer of liberal education, a Vir- 
^nian, was wounded, and taken prisoner. He was 
immediately recognized by a young English officeri 
who had been his intimate companion at Princem 
College, and who was disposed to receive him whb 
great cordiality. The proud spirit of the VirjjiiuaP 
could not submit to receive kindness from an ene- 
my ; but the Englishman, after the battle, ielt the 
emotions of friendship, and solicited his acadenuc 
friend, since he was wounded, to take a seat in bis 
sleigh for /Maiden, to which he must bf necessi^ 
resort. The Virginian refused, saying, that he 
would never be indebted to an enemy. The En- 
glishman attempted to soothe the mind of his for' 
mer friend, and persuade him to accept of kind- 
ness, from one who felt no hostility in hb heart ; 
but it was all in vain. ^ I will owe nothing to an 
enemy," was the rejdy of the unsubdued spirit of 
the American ; and therefore he attempted to march 
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fer Maiden. Not far had he proceeded before his 
Mrength failed, and then he was glad to present an 
bdian five dollars for the privilege of riding his 
horse. The vehicle of his friend was gone, and 
Indians were his companions. But these savages 
ar« not to be trusted. Before he could arrive at 
the place of his destidation, some Indians asked 
ihe owner of the horse, why that American rode. 
The owner replied, because he has paid me. This 
was a sufl&cient inducement, and the wild children 
of the woods, having watched their opportunity, 
shot the unhappy youth, who disdained the entreaty 
of his classmate. Let us give the Englishman 
his due. 

In the evening, I preached in the Almshouse. 
The room was uncomfortably full, and the dying 
were around me ; but who could be silent i Three 
different persons, in so many rooms, sent for me to 
come and pray, with them. Two of them I have 
visited before. Some whom I instructed when 
last there, were dead. M*— B-— was also very 
{[rateful for renewed attentions. *^ My hope is,*' 
ahe said with tears^ ^* that God has pardoned my 
sins, and that he will pardon them.^' 

With Mrs. G— H — , I prayed also. She fails 
fast ; but she says that since I saw her last God has 
been pleased to give her some sweet communioa 
with himself. Indeed she complains of a hard 
heart still, but she seems like a little child. What 
ahe said, and what others uttered, I would record, 
but am exhausted. This evening concludes th^ 



first quarter of my serviees^ performed under At 
patronage of thjg Society for supporting the Giufcl 
among the poor m the city oj Ncw^Xorlu It j^ 
duces so much pain to write my journal, after tin 
fatigue of the day, that I am determined ta write 
but little more. If the exhibition already madi 
will not influence Christians to continue to support 
the Gospel among the poor in tbb^ metropolis, 
nothing, which I can write, will have that eftck 
God bless his word, and have pity oa the poco?* 

April tit*. . " 

THE young soldier I found rational^ and pnqred 
widi him; but aH the inteUigence I gaiaed Crom 
him was by his sad ^^ Oh ! dear 1 (Mil dear P 

While I was in the Hospital,, a firtber broog^ in 
a little boy in his arms, to have the sorgeoo dress 
hb wound. A carriage had run over him^ and 
bruised his head, a little above one eye, so that die 
skuU was left bare* It gave him such a viokat 
shock, that he bit off a part of his tongue. He is s 
fine litde fellow, about three years old ; and whea 
I saw him, the Uood was all over his face, hands,, 
red-frocl, and little boots. Parents and driven 
are both to be censured for their carelessness* Foi 
the prevention of such occurrences, it is peculiarly 
necessary that every city should have good laws, 
and a good police. None should be permitted, re* 
gardless of their fellow-citizens, to drive like Jehu^ 
Ibroogh the streets.. 
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April 4th. 

THE English prisoners in the Hospital, weve 
antious to have me preach this morning in their 
ward. The superintendant complied with their re- 
quest, in ordering the necessary preparations, and 
when I had done, some of them thanked me, and said 
they had not heard a sermotk before for seven years. 
The captain of the PeacockJ however, read prayers 
to them, on every Lord's day. One of the sailors, 
whose arm was taken off badly by the surgeon of 
^e Peacock, and afterwards was of necessity taken 
off higher up, by the surgeon of the Hornet, says, 
that if he lives to arrive in Old England, he will 
drink the health of the last operator every day of his 
life. George sung, as usual, with as much ease as 
any who had hymn-books. It pleased the prisoners 
much, and one of them observed^ that ^^ the blind inam 
knew the book fore and afiJ^ 

When I came away, I still heard him singing for 
them, jind they will find him as well acqu^nted with 
a hundred sacred songs, as they are with the rigging 
of a ship. 

Mrs. G— H— is the very picture of death, co- 
vered with skin, and furnished, with a pair of pene«> 
trating eyes. ^Well, Madam, how have you been 
to-day V^ 

" Verymherable IfuU of pain ! nothing to comfort 

^ But it is the Lord^s day ; and -have you> not de^ 

rived some satisfaction from the contemplatioa of 

diviasthbgsr' 

02. 
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' ^** JVi?^ my dear Sir^ a person so full of pain can 
scarcely think at all. No one wants to die^ 

** What do you most of all desire X^ 

•♦ Iiiesire to be free from pain^ and be made com- 

fortabk while Iltve^for one who has no hope for ikt 

future must maie the most of this Rfe : and lam sun 

that my heart is not broken* But I can kopefgr 

nothing in this world**^ 

^ It is Satan who tempts you to despair ; and who» 
takes the advantage of yotir natural temper and bo» 
dity weakness. Pray, tell me, again, w^at yoa 
have against JesUs Christ/' 

^ iiy, iU^. Elyy why will you shui my mouth ?*-- 
What can I say f I have no body else to trust iru^ 

^ It seems, then, that you trust in him !^' 

Hifete the aged woman was quite cot down* Her 
tenderness overflowed, she clasged her hands, s&i 
bowed Her head in silence. 

Ifprayed with a young person whom I saw on the 
3 1 St of the last month. She was affected with a^o* 
lent infliimmation of the lungs. I then told her, that 
she must die, but she in^sted that she had nothing 
but a bad cold* ' To-night she is convinced, that it. 
is. something worse, and. feela that she must die» 
She is a young thing, of no education, but dMl 
which trained her for lust. She rese^ibles a haad* 
some female, whom I saw yesterday, whose mother 
sold her, for a time,, to' a gay young captain, for fee 
hundred doUiars. 

When I said to her, ^ You are a great^ unner ^^^ 
dhe understood me to use that term, sinner^ aa it is* 
«ometimea used in the scriptures^ for a traasg^teaaoB 



of her peculiar class, and replied, with all the honea- 
ty of death; ^NojSir^lhafvenotvcrtfcJiefu Iwm. 
not hut a Htt/e- sinner J^^ 

^^ I speak of all sorts of shu You sin when you . 
do net love God at you should* Have you not 
dMught little of God? Have you not neglected . 
many duties^ which you should have performed? 
You have spoken wicked words, and performed bad 
actions; and in ten thousand cases you. have come 
short of die g^ory of God.'^ " 

She confessed that she had been wicked, but still . 
seemed to imagine, diat onl^ one crime made a sin- 
ner, and for that ^ she. hofH^» A^iAbnighty- tuould . 
forgveeher^ 

Erom a/young woman of ardent ptetjz, but.hum«. 
- bio circtuBstances, who has often, in4:o«npany with^ 
-otherladieS) and some gendemen, attended public 
worship in the Almshouse,! received the ioQoving • 

' I.ETTE1U 

^ I must confess ihar the TJssA is aotcoafined to^ • 
places, for I have been-much refreshed this evenings 
I was constrained tQ.|;o to the throne of graice, and . 
sup^cate a blessing on the exercises of the evening; . 
and I hope andrtrust the Lord waa with us, for you . 
had a great enlargement of speech,^orI had uncom'^ 
moo ears to hear, for I. thought you ps^intedme out 
as the poor dejf^cted widow.* It is necesisaiy that 

* The writer was not aware, Befoze die receptionrsf this. 
letter, that his hearer was a widowt and-thereforo if bis dis* 
eDunemethsc case>.it missf the Lord.. 
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1 should be humbled in the dust, for ttiin less than 
the least of all God's mercies. 1 hope you will re- 
member me in your petitions to the throne of grace, 
«id I hope and trust your hands may be held up^by 
all who love our Lord Jesus Christ* Qh ! that t^ 
Lord would bkss \'Ott ki your private studies,, and 
in your public ministrations. May he graat you al 
temporal enjoyments, and many souls foryoor biie, 
which shall be as stars in your crown;, for I think 
that your degree of happineiss willbe in proportion 
to your condescension in this world* I very much 
regret your leaving the dty, but Ithink you have the 
good of souls at heart, and that you will be blest in 
whatever part of the vineyard you may labour* It 
kanjiFduous work^ but yet most ddightfiil, to stand 
9n the walls of .Jerusalem,.and blow the gospel tram- 
pet* May you be a large and lasting blessifig to tk 
church of Jesus Christ* But L think, the. rich,.a» 
well as poor, will miss you in this city. 

♦•Fbr thfem we pray, fbr them we wait*^ 
To them thy great salvation shew : 
Thy harvtet. Lord* is truly greats 
But ^Euthful labourers are fewi 

«*0 send out preach^rsy gracious Lordi' 
Among the poorest of our race ; 
. Open their eyes, and bless thy word^ 
. : . . And call tbam by thjuaov'raigii grace.; - 

** Then shall they shout thy honored name. 

And sound thymatchless grace abroad^' 

And we will join them in the theme, 

' Salvation to our risen Qod.* 

fl»aax.xl. ' 



^ Sir, I did not mftend to take pajr for auking 
your ck>the8« I hope you will receive this bill 
mgnxu Silver Mid gold I have not, but auch at I 
teve I give unto diee, for jrour labour of love among 
OB. I hope. Sir, you will-fergive Die tor die £»»- 
don I have Iricen inaendingyou these uncaDoaected^ 
Ifaiea, and ^ease to obUterate them as iooaasyoa 
read them. 

Toux humble aervanty 

M— H^JL— .'» 

THS RXPLT» 

IfeW'TbrAj Jpril Sth^ JL D. IBIS^ 

TbOO POOa ItlTTB, 

JM[y Matter Jiaa not placed me in einauMlatteaa 
«o^timih»foltttown^wh&eQn.eardiy^diatIcmi re- 
emre the-money whkh yoa have xetumed. It it-. 
jonr doe, and jroutfaaU receive it. God haanoar 
diapoted tiie rich to provide abundai^y Cor me. £ 
wat poor, but now I abound ; and yoM have nothing 
wUch dbet not come by hard labour* You mutt 
learn to regard your own ioteretts. Were ourJLord. 
upon earth, I am pertuaded that you and Mn«. 
M-^, and a few other widows of little, or no propet- 
ty, would be the first to administer to his necessidetv. 
Hit tustenance commonly dkme from a few femalet, 
who were in the hun^bler walks of life i for,, although 
he dined with the rich, yet he took up his residence- 
for the night with such families as that of Martha,, 
and her sister, and Lazarus. It was a^proof of our^ 
Saviour's kindness, that he aUowed the ppcnito cosk 
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tribute, of theirpenuiy, to the comfort of hia human 
nature, for he indulged ^heir beaevolent feeliogs^ 
juid permitted them to enter into ^^^e feUowsfaipof 
his sufierings," and of his beneficence : but remes^ 
ber that Jesus was tben^ as he is now, the Heir ofall 
things, the Disposer of all events, and woiddnot 
suffer the poor widow to become ultimately poorei) 
in temporal things, by giving him breads 

Could you prove, that it waayour duty to give me 
teu doUars, I would take them, in confidence that 
God would refund the very same sum ; bat oeVer 
Entil then. 

Xet me tell you, that I have never found but two 
or three rich persons, whom I thought were.]ikd||r 
ta be too Mberal, ^though I l^ve found uultiludes 
ef diem indiscreet in tfaetr chanties ; but amlongdie 
industrious poor I have often fbund^ that the ardfint^ 
ly pious perform more than their resources wiU jui' 
tify.. When I have seen you aikl Mrs. M-*- reliefc 
inany, with whom we have prayed, I can hardly-saf 
which predominated in my mind, the pleasure if 
seeing them comforted, or the fear that yovr would 
go beyond your ability. You cannot relieve all ihe 
tnisery with which you wiU meet^ Often,, v^ 
often, within the last three years, I have sees »po«r 
< miserable female, with parched lips and bunuBK 
^tongue, whom medicine could not save, but whom 
a shilling might have furnished with something 
more suitable than the coarse brown fare,, which is 
too good for lazy paupers, but not good enoughibr 
the vilest of the vile^whea they might. receiveJ^ 
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drop of consolation on the bed of death : but^ alas ! 
I had not a shilling in the world. 

Now these times are over, and I hope in God 
that thejr never will return. Be assured that I duly 
estimate your intended kindness to me, and your 
actual beneficence to many among whom I labour 
in doctrine. 

May the Lord always have yoil ia his holy keep- 
ing, and comfort your widowed bearu 

E.S.ELY. 
Mr8.M-.H-— L~. 

Jfirtlrth. 

IN nine wards of the Hospital, I hkve this af- 
ternoon visited many afflicted with divers diseas- 
es, but the most distressing cases are those of the 
spotted fever, and of a labourer, who fell irom a 
second story, and fractured his skull. I convers- 
ed with 2Xk African of about thirty, who told me, that 
to his native land, from which he was stolen, he 
Jiever heard, never thought of a God, nor of a Sa- 
viour. I laboured to give \\itek some notion 'c€ 
Him who made all things; and finally succeeded, 
by turning his attention to a machine for half- 
raistng him in bed. He perceived that the ma- 
cfaine did not make itself, and that it must hav^ 
been made by some one. In this manner I led 
lum 'to tht&k of the first man, and of all other be- 
ittgs. 



. l«g HALV ,AV BTt« 

A native ef Portugal was yesterday ctmfeuei^ 
as his countrymen say, and received the wafi^{ 
Imt he was dissatisfied, and desired to isee some 
minister ^ who could teU him somediuig.^' Hi 
Ibtened to me, and requested me to pray* 

An African, I found £ir gone wiA the {srevafait 
fever, who said a few rational things, and dien told 
me, ** that he had laidy found out h#w he oune by 
iiis dbease : one ^r* J^mings had put him under 
a spell, and produced it." 

It was useless to converse widi him any longeri 
and 1 turned to others. Captain P«— ^ a very exem- 
plary and pious man, who has long resided in the 
Hospital, was reading to die blind sailor, whoie 
eyes appear perfectly good, but are uscAess. Tbe 
captain cannot see with one eye, and with the odKi^ 
aided by a broken spectacle, but a little. He msde 
out, however, to read, so that his aiBicted coo^^ 
nion could hear. God has given him die spirit of 
prayer and supplication, and he literally looks upoa 
Him, whom his sins have pierced, and mounis asd 
weeps, and is in bitterness, as one mourns far m 
only child, and is in bitterness for a first-born. It 
has been good for lum that God sent him to Ae 
Hospital. 

Another sailor, who is almost well, requested to 
have particular conversation with me, that he mig^ 
be more perfecdy instructed. He tells me that ha 
attention was pardculariy lunested by a discborss, 
which I delivered many weeks ago, from this text, 
** and he seemed as one that mocked." £ver aioce. 
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he has been more than usually impressed with di- 
vine truth, and the preaching of the word. 

In the evening, I preached in the Almshouse, to 
a full audience, and heard many hymns, which were 
bought for a cent a piece, as ususd. George I de-. 
sired to visit the English prisoners to-morrow, at 
their request, and sing for them. The sadly maim- 
ed fellows expressed almost indescribable gratitude 
to me, for preaching to them on the last Sabbath. 

I am sure, that one' who might feel it his duty to 
fight these men, could not feel any personal enmity 
against them ; for they discover no malignity to our 
nation; not even to their captors* 



April lUh. 

FROM half past eight in the morning until hau 
past nine o'clod^ in the evening of this Sabbath, I 
have been engaged, as I was during the last Lord's 
day, in a round of preaching and praying. During 
Ae last part of public worship in the Almshouse, an 
aged woman, who heard the sermon, appeared to 
die on her seat. Whether she will awake again in 
this life, to continue, is uncertain* 

While Mr. C 11 prayed in one ward of the 
coloured people, a young woman awoke in great dis- 
tress, and groaned with pain. After he had con- 
cluded, I asked her if she could join in that prayer, 
and she answered." 2?*." 

^* But do you pray yourself?" 

'1^ 
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April 13th. 

FREQUENTLY I have convcraed wHh J. D. 

D , the old Universalist^ since I have made any 

record of his conversatiOD. The other day he tAi 
me, that when I first addressed him, he thought t» 
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"Why not?" 

" IdonH know how^* she cried, with tears, ^^md 1 
Inn eoery day of my lifeP 

This person feels wretched indeed* She hi» lost 
her natural sight, and says her heart is bUnder sdH 

Another coloured woman we found, who is very 
different in her state of mind. She is a member of 
the First Presbjrterian church ; and I think 1 never 
saw a more humble creature. She siuifers much, but 
says that she is willing to suffer as much more as 
God may please to lay upon her* • I feel confident, 
that there is no Christian in affluence, who would 
not feel himself reproved by her gratitude to God, 
by her patience, and by the great satisfaction which 
she feels in being brought near to the Lord, even l^ 
her afflictions. 

So many attend on my discourses from widiout 
the Almshouse, that they exclude some of the poor, 
who attempt to press into the room ; and I wv^ 
therefore, obliged to tell the gate-keeper not to ad- 
mit these visitors in future. I should be happy to 
preach to them, for they are persons of all ranks in 
society, and they are sinners ; but in the AlmshooBC 
the Gospel must first be preached, to the poor* 
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one of the physicians, or he should not have made 
so free with me. His frankness, however, led to 
many discussions. I requested him to write me, 
and state what were his serious thoughts, on his 
bed, about the future state. He has complied, and 
his letter follows* 

" Nexv-York Hospital^ April 12tfij 1813. 
** Parson Ely, 

« Sir, 

^ As you have requested my sentiments on a fu- 
ture state, I shall endeavour to answer you in a 
short paragraph* 

^ My thoughu are, that when a man deparu this 
life, if he is a righteous man, he goes to heaven ; but 
if he is wicked, he goes to hell, without redemption^ 
there to be punished^ for his sins, to the endless ages 
of eternity. 

^ As for my own part, I well know, that I am a 
sinner bom, and stiU so remain* Without the help 
of the blessed Saviour, I am ruined for ever. 

^^•When I pray, the Tempter draws my attention 
to some worldly business, to persuade me from the 
great and Almighty God. By a strong sense of my 
own guilt, I know that I am a sinner, and have only 
one way to be saved ; that is, through the blessed 
Jesus Christ. This bed of affliction has brought 
me to know the want of a Saviour, who, I am in 
great hopes, will teach me to pray the right way. 
I feel my desires grow stronger for religion. The 
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more good I hear, the more I waat to hear. The 
first time I heard your discourse, I seemed to have 
a strong regard for the speaker. This was the finC 
time I had any taste for religion. I shall be veiy 
glad to have some private talk with you ; so you 
must excuse me, for I have written my thoughts* 
I shall be glad to see your answer. 
^^ I remain your well«wbher, through Christ, 

«* J. D. D ." 

REPLY. 

NeW'Torij April 14fA, 1813. 

Aged Friend, 

If you verily believe, that it shall be well with 
the righteous, and ill with the wicked, your fisiith 
will influence your conduct, and afibrd such evi- 
dence of its existence, as the scriptures require. 
But if any one professes to believe in a future judg- 
ment, and yet lives in a thoughdess, prayerless, 
heedless manner, the truth is not in him. I am 
pleased to have it from your own pen, that you do 
believe the scriptural doctrine of rewards and pun- 
ishments. If you wrote from serious reflection, I 
can easily credit your assertion, that you feel your- 
self a needy and helpless sinner. Why is it that 
men can talk proudly against divine truth, before 
their wicked associates, but cannot easily persuade 
themselves to commit the same language to wri- 
ting ? Are they ashamed to have that read and re- 
membered, which they speak wickedly against 
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God ? Let them remember, that all their speeches, 
as well as writings, are recorded in the memory of 
their final Judge. Why are many of the patients in 
die Hospital, willing to use such language before 
one another, as they would not adopt before me? 
Why would you, my old friend, say that to the phy- 
sician, which you would not say to the minister i 
Truth is the same, whether it be told to another, or 
myself. You should never say any thing about re- 
ligion, to any one, which you would not say to Je- 
hovah, were he present in the visible person of Je- 
sus Christ. 

If you intend what you have written, you repent 
of the past, and you will henceforth seek to order 
your conversation aright. You will speak and act 
in the presence of all, as one who believes that reli- 
gion. is a serious business. 

Never again deny the doctrine of future punish- 
ments, for you perceive that sinners are punished 
here, under the government of the good God ; and 
if they die in a state of impenitence, his goodness 
will not deliver them from their present state of suf- 
fering, but his justice will increase its evils, until 
they shall be made as miserable as they have made 
diemselves sinful. 

You speak the truth, when you attribute many of 
the temptations which you experience, to the influ- 
ence of Satan. Men speak more truth than they 
imagine they do, when they sometimes thoughtless- 
ly say, " the devil is in you !" If you have discover- 
ed, that the enemy of all good is suffered to trouble 
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you, it will be your business to resist hill^ by pray- 
er, pious meditation, and the perusal of the Bible^ 
with other pious books, that he may flee from yoo. 

llie name of Jesus is an ever grateful theme to 
me. You need not fear to ask of him all the spiiu- 
ual blessings which you want. Your sin9 are mmxf ; 
but the blood of Christ is sufficient to cleanse those 
who believe, from all sin* Now be entreated to 
confess your iniquities to him ; and accept of him 
for all the purposes for which he oflers himself to 
you ; for pardon, righteousness, sanctification, sal- 
vation, and everlasting life. 

If you have written to me in good earnest, what 
you think, may God bless you : and if you have 
written merely for amusement, may God bless yon: 
se that by any means you may receive spiritual ben- 
efit through the Lord's minister, and the friend of 
your soul, 

E. S. ELY. 
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April 14th. 

A FEW weeks since, a gay and thoughtless 
young man providentially took up " The Journal of 
the Stated Preacher to the Hospital and Almshouse, 
for 181 1,'^ and was so much interested in it, that he 
immediately purchased a copy. It was the metm 
of awakening his serious attention to the concerns of 
his soul. At that time he was a stranger to me ; 
but one of his relatives made me acquainted with 
his situation, and requested me to visit him. To- 



BT THE JOURNAL. 175 

day the request was renewed, in the name of the 
young man» and I visited him. Never before has 
he desired to see any preacher of the Gospel ; and 
since, he has hitherto attended public worship in no 
church s he belongs to my diocese. Of his eternal 
salvadon, there is much reason to hope. 

This will compensate me abundantly for the little 
labour which that book cost. One soul is of infir 
nite value, and to be the instrument of saving it is 
an infinite honour. 

April I6th. 

TO«DAY I have made a missionary tour 
through many rooms in the Hospital and Alms- 
house. The blind sailor is, in my opinion, a Chrisr 
tian indeed ; and is so grateful for the preaching 
of the Gospel, that the Orderly-man says, that the 
poor fellow will weep at the mention of my name. 
He is full of contrition, humility, and affection. It 
is not in vsuft that God has sent me to proclaim, in 
the name of Jesus, liberty to the captives^ and the 
opening of the prison to them that are bound ; to 
preach good tidings unto the meek ; to bind up the* 
broken-hearted ; to proclaim the acceptable year of 
the Lord. 

Not many days ago, an unknown lady sent me a 
bundle of Catechisms to distribute, for which I 
thank her, in the name of the poor, who have this 
afternoon received them. 
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April 19th. 

THE occurrences and services of this hoIyStb- 
bath, from morning until evening, have been neaily 
the same with many which have preceded. From 
the thirteen past hours, take three for intermission, 
and the remaining ten have been employed by the 
writer in public worship. He ought to get good, 
and do good. May the Lord help him. 

April 22d. 

WHILE preceding one corpse to the grave, this 
afternoon, I saw three coffins pass us in procession, 
and heard the noisy little boys who ran after us, ex- 
claim, ^^ Htizza^ huzza, here are two bufiabmetf^ 
One not accustomed to the repeated deaths of a nie» 
tropolis, will very justly infer from this, that mor* 
tality makes very little impression on the living. 
Well I remember, that once I could not endure to 
see, much less to touch, a corpse ; but now, froBi 
familiarity with the grave, nothing dee^y afifbcts me 
but such^ousiderations as relate to the soul, and its 
eternal happiness or misery* The immortal inte* 
rests of man have not becon^ of i^parently less im- 
portance, neither do I feel less than formerly upoa 
^is subject y but I could dissect a corpse without a 
tear ; and, if necessary, without a trembling hand.^ 
Habit, says an old proverb, conquers all things. 

Another illustration of this remark, we have in a 
son of one of the English prisoners from the Pesp 
cock. The child b about four years of age* Du- 
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ring the action with the Hornet^ this little boy was 
chasing a goat between decks, to ride it. Not at all 
terrified by destruction and death all around him, 
he persisted, till a cannon ball came between him 
and the goat, which took off both her hind legs ; 
when, seeing her disabled, he jumped astride her, 
crying, " Now I*ve caught you /*' 

Many, many, whose sins are more in number 
than the hairs of their head, are as thoughtless of 
of death, and its consequences, as he* 

April 24,th. 
I VISITED the Hospital to-day, and prayed in 
three wards. It is a dying time there. Two per^ 
sons have just departed, and I had to inform two 
more that their days are numbered. One of them 
is the largest and stoutest young man I ever saw. 
He has lost one eye, and with the other wept, while 
I conversed with him. Probably he did not live an 
hour after I left him. The other was spitting blood. 
He told me, that he had horrors of conscience, and 
felt himself a sinner ; but did not know any thing 
about the manner in which a sinner could be saved. 
Of course he had need of a teacher ; and very hum- 
bly thanked me for preaching Jesus, and the new 
life. 
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April 25th. 
IN half an hour after I left that young Samson 
yesterday, he was taken with the black vomit, and 
died. 
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To-day I have preached four times ; and iaAt 
whole, to at least two thousand different hearen* 
One of the sermons was about forty minutes ifl 
length, one thirty, and the other two, an hour eadk 
I cannot complain of any inattention in my audi- 
ence ; and some of the lost females I saw weeping* 

April 27th. 

THE blind sailor, in the Hospital, gives most 
satisfactory evidence, that he possesses a broken 
and contrite heart. He was never deeply impress- 
ed until about six weeks since, when it pleased God 
to send a message, by my preaching, to bis heart. 

X« IX D — is about leaving the Hospital, and 
when I was quitting his room, followed me, to thank 
me privately, and express his respect for my minis- 
trations. 

After I had visited most of the rooms, I passed 
the door of the lost ones, without entering. I was 
sent for, however, by one who formerly laughed at 
my instructions. Not long after she entered upon 
her vile course, her friends carried her home, to a 
respectable father, and kind mother. They at- 
tempted to detain her by force, but she made her es- 
cape, and returned to her old profession. One year 
ago she was well-favoured, smooth, fair, and of a 
full habit. Now she is so reduced, that the familiar 
eye can scarcely discern in her face, full of dis- 
honourable scars, the same person. But she is 
humbled, and I almost forget what she was. For 
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several weeks she has been attentive to my dis- 
courses, when her feeble frame could scarcely sup- 
port her» To-day she asked after the way of life, 
with tears. The result of my experience is such, in 
relation to this class of persons, that I deem this a 
correct motto : ^ Indulge little hope or ant 

OF THEM, BUT DESPAIR OF NONE." 



April )&%th. 

THIS evening I preached again in the Alms- 
house, in such atmosphere as has made me almost 
sick* 
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April 30th. 

My invaluable friend, Dr. Romeyn, being in a 
poor state of health, I preached for him this evening* 
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THREE times to-day I have proclaimed a Sa- 
viour, and in addition have visited, and prayed in, 
two wiffds of the Almshouse* 
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Mat/ Zd. ' 

THIS morning I visited three wards in the Hos- 
pitaL In one I conversed with an afflicted woman, 
who was a short time since in affluence ; and who 
is now learning the difficult lesson of being patient 
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in adversity. In another I saw an afflicted young 
gentleman, Mr. C — , weep at his sins, which are 
past, and heard him express his firm resolution of 
devoting his spared life, to theservice of his God. 

In the third room I prayed with the young 
woman whom I saw on the 2irth of the last month. 
She was perfectly sensible ; but was in the agonies 
of death. 

The writer feek exhausted with labour, and will 
here leave the sick, for a few weeks, to others, that 
he may, once in two years, revisit the place of his 
nativity, and the parents who gave him birth. 

May22d. 

YESTERDAY the writer returned to the city, 
and to-day visited the Almshouse, and Hospital* 
While he prayed in one room, two prostitutes, 
whom he never saw before, burst into tears, and 
one of them said, ^' she knew that she was a sinner, 
but knew nothing of the way of salvation." One 
at die Hospital said, ^^ Sir, we have had a fast since 
you have been gone." They seem to be in high 
spirits at his return. It is a little remarkable, that 
not an individual died at the Hospital, during his 
absence from the city. The superintendent does 
not remember that so long a time ever elapsed there 
before without a death. To-day, however, he saw 
a corpse carried out, which warned him to return to 
his labour. 



THE ASSISTANT MATRON. 181 

May2Sd. 

I HAVE, to-day, preached three times, and 
visited several sick persons* My poof charge afe 
probably more attached to me than any other people 
win ever be. They welcome me with smiles, and 
tears, and prayers. 
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May 2Sth. 

THE Rev. Jacob Brodhead, whose plainness and 
ardent zeal my poor people love, made an exchange 
with me this evening. He preached in the Alms^ 
house, and I in the North Dutch Churclu 
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May 27th. 

LAST night, after ten o'clock, I was called to 
visit Mrs. A ■ ■ ■, an assistant-matron of the Alms* 
house, who was, as she thinks, converted, through 
my instrumentality, about two years ago. For 
some time she has been a member in full communi- 
on with the Reformed Dutch Church. I found het 
on one side, motionless, and much shattered ia 
mind ; but all her conversation was about Christ, 
and his people. Her attachment to the writer is 
very great. She calls for him at frequent intervals, 
and, although she has children, yet proffers him, in 
her partial, but momentary delirium, all that shtt 
possesses. 

This morning I found her more composed in 
^ mind, and more at rest in body, from the progress 
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of her disease. She said, alluding to the communi> 
on in the Qutch church, which is approaching, ^ / 
hoped tc break bread with you soon^ dear Sir^ but I 
am ready to depart* I hope he tviU, take me sow!^ 
A pious woman came to see her, and she desired 
that she might be raised up ^^ to talk with one qfthe 
people of God.'^ 

In the Hospital too, I Visited many, and particu- 
larly the blind sailor, ^ who is my own son in the 
faith." He is certainly a signal monument of di- 
vine grace ! ^ 

On the last Sabbath, Mr. C-— listened to my dis- 
course, and in one part of it, I could perceive, that 
he was very deeply affected. To-day I found him 
thoughtful and tender. The spotted fever left 
some extravasated serum in the thorax, as it did in 
the case of the vigorous H — H— , which becoming 
pus, produced ulcerations in the lungs. One of the 
lobes of the lungs of H — H — was found, on ex- 
amination after death, to have been wholl/ consum- 
ed. Mr. C-— seems to be in the same (situation : 
but he flatters himself that he has no serious pulmo- 
iiary complaint. 

I'o state to him my own opinion, and that of 
his physician, I find very difficult ; but I prepared^ 
the way this morning by prayer, and conversadon, 
as well as I could. 






May 30th. 

AFTER concluding my third public service, I 
visited three rooms in the Almshouse, and prayed 
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In ^ch of them. The conversation with many was 
very similar to that which has been related *oa for- 
mer occasions. While I was preachings to-n)ght| 
a man muttered, so as to be heard by all,. ^^.Odamn 
the stuff! I don* t want to hear any more. of it P\ 
After a short pause, I said, ^^ it is my duty to preach 
Christ, whether men will hear or forbear.'' After 
this he was still, and during the greater part of the 
discourse attended to the speaker. 

May Zlst- 

> BY request, I went to No.. 26, Harman-street^ to 
visit a sick woman ; and, behold, I found the Irish 
mother^ of whom some account is given on the 20l8t 
page of my first Journal. ^ She has three children 
living ; and about a month since left the Almshouse, 
to live by her own industry. She obtained a com- 
fortable room, and was doing well ; but one clay last 
week, worked harder than her strength would al- 
low ; got wet in the rain, and now has a violent fe- 
ver. ' Some of the Lord's poor seem to be dooitied 
to perpetual afflictions. May not the person who 
enjoys almost uninterrupted prosperity, ask, in as- 
tonishment, ** why am I exempted ? Gracious God^ 
why hast thou made us to differ ?" 
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yune2d. 
PREACHED in the Almshouse, and visited as 



usual. 
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June 6th. 

T.O*D AY I have preached three times, but I be- 
gin tQ think that the labour is more than I xan bear, 
in the warm season. In a hynm«book which I used 
in the Almshouse, during public worship, and which 
I gave to a pious woman not long since, I found this 
inscription, which she had procured to be written, I 
believe by her little son : 

" Jiflary Brasher* % Book / 

SACRED 

To the Memory of 
The Hev, E. S. Elt." 
It was intended for respect ; and I was not ash«n- 
ed to read this concise monumental praise. I would 
not wish another word added to my future tomb« 
stone. 



June Sth. 
PREACHES in the Almshouse. 
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yune 9th. 

DELIVERED the discourse at the missionsry 
prayer meeting. 
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yune 13th. 

TWENTY-SEVEN years ago, to-day, I was 
brought, a feeble infant, with a polluted nature, into 
the apostate family of Adam. But the grace of God 
has put me into the Christian ministry. 
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I have preached my valedictory discourses'* ia 
ibree places to-day ; and was principally grieved, 
on the occasion, by the loud wailing of the poor 
|>eople. Never would I wish to be more beloved 
by any people ; never would I wisih again to have 
my departure from any place so deeply regretted, as 
the present has been, by the aged men, and women, 
in the Almshouse. 

It was necessary for me to get away from them 
as fast as possible, for I wept, and they were likely 
to deluge me with tears. 

May God bless the poor, and provide for them ; 
and to his name shall be all the praise for even 



* Those who may wish to know why I lef^ New- York, snd 
whither I went, will find their curiosity gratified, by consult- 
ing ** A History of Ecclesiastical Proceedings relative to the 
Third Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia." which has been 
given to the public by Gbmbral John Stbbls, Colleotor of 
the Port of Philadelphia, and Mr. WubLlAM M'CoaKLBy 
Editor of the *' Freeman's Journal.*' 
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PART I. 
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THE FIRST REPORT 

f^ftt^ Tru§t€€9 (iftkt Socktyfor BufifiCTHng the QoipH 
among the Poor in the City <if ^evf» York. 

*^ AND unto the Poor the Gospel ie preached^ 
was a decisive evidence adduced by the Divine Re- 
deemer to assure John the Baptist, that he was in- 
deed the Mes^iah^ who brought nigh the kingdom of 
heaven unto men* 

^^ To satisfy the afflicted soul^ the Evangelicid 
Prophet declares to be one effectual mean of procur- 
ing the blessing of the Most High. 

Poverty , sickness, and distress, with their scorpioa 
scourge, will drive their victims to those abodes 
which humanity provides for the children of afflic*- 
don. Thither the foot of pride refuses to direct its 
steps ; there the full heart of prosperity finds no 
scenes, corresponding with asense of selfish gratifi- 
cation. 

Obscure and negkcted, the sufferers would have 

pined in despondence, had not the religion of Jesus, 

by softening the heart| subduing the pride, and ex- 
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citing the sympathy of man, taught her disciples ^to 
weep Tvith those who weep^^ and, like their Divine 
Master, ^^ to preach the glad tidings of Salvation t(x 
the poor." 

Under the banner,and in obedience to the precepts 
of this benign religion, " The Society for Support^ 
ing the Gospel among the Poor in the City of New* 
Torky^ was instituted, at the close of the year 1812. 

On the 23d of December last, nine trustees'* were 
elected to manage the concerns of the Society, who, 
out of dieir own number, chose, on the foUowiog 
day, a President, Secrelary, and Treasurer. 

They appointed for tlieir Preacher, the Rev. 
^zrn A Stiles £ly^ who had for some years before 
voluntarily devoted a great portion of his time to 
preaching in the Alnishouse, and.Hospital. By-laws 
were framed and adopted, and a Committee of Sii- 
perintendence appointed to promote the object of 
the Society, during the recess of the Board, to 
whom they were required to report at each quarter- 
ly meeting. 

The He v. Mr. Ely continued his services from 
the 1st of January until the 1st of July last, when 
he resigned his appointment in consequence of a call 
in Providence to change the place of his* residence. 

* The following gentlemen were the Tnurtees elected : 

Henry Rutgers, President, Leonard Bleeckj&r, 

Joel Post, Treasurer* Riohard Duryeb, 

John E. Caldwell, Sec'ry, Isaac Heyer, 
Benjamin Strong^ and 

loBM R. Murrayi Dxyie Bbthvi^v^ 
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The tears and remonstrance of his humble charge 
testified the value of his services, and confirmed the 
Trustees in the propriety of their choice. 

From the first of July, the Rev. John Stanford, 
who had been already partially employed, was, ap- 
pointed Stated Preacher of the Board. His labours 
have been faithful and abundant, and there is rea- 
son to hope, have proved a blessing unto some, at 
least, of those who have heard the Gospel from his 
lips* 

Permission having been granted by the regular 
authorities, the Trustees have paid a special atten- 
tion to the destitute in the Almshouse, the Hospital, 
and Debtors' Prison. Besides preaching alternate- 
ly in those places, Mr. Stanford extends his labours 
to the State Prison, the Military Hospital at Green- 
wich, and Magdalen House, and a few times to the 
Bridewelk 

He usually preaches eight sermons in a week, that 
is, four on the Lord's Day, and four on other days ; 
besides which, he makes frequent visits, for the pur- 
poses of prayer, conversation, and instruction, to the 
sick, the afflicted, and the dying. Eight hundred 
dollars a year, is the salary allowed by the board to 
their stated preacher. Many interesting instances 
of deep and solemn convictions of sin, awakened in 
the minds of the prisoners, and the poor, have been 
related to the Committee of Superintendence. As 
these facts, with others known to the Board, will 
very probably be presented to the public in a small 
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volume, the Trustees decline the insertion of theft 
in their Report to the Society. 

The Treasurer's Account Current, which is an> 
nexed, will exhibit the state of the funds. 

The Trustees close their Report, congratulating 
the Society on the prospect of usefulness, and ex* 
pressing their assured hope, that such an Institution 
will enjoy the blessing of God, and the support of aD 
those who love and believe the compassionate Sa- 
viour, who said, " Blessed are the merciful ; for theg 
shall obtain mercy.^^ 

By order of the Board of Trustees, 
DIVIE BETHUNE, i 

LEONARD BLEECKER,/^''"^'^^' 

NeW'Tor-k^ 30th November^ 1813* 
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]^£TT£R FROM AN ACTRESS, TO HER MOTHER. 

My DEAR Mother, 

LONG have I been looking for a letter from 
you, or my brother, and have been disappoint^. 
I hope this silence is not owing to illness or dis- 
pleasure. 

It was my wish to have paid you a visit, but the 
expense I could not very well afford. There was a 
gentleman here who would have taken me on, but I 
feared the slander of my foes. He may call on 
you. 

My dear mother, I wish to return 5 but it appears 
there is an invisible power, that governs my actions, 
over which I have no control. Whether that influ- 
ence will terminate in good or ill, is yet to be 
proved. I entreat you to pray for me. The pray- 
ers of the good will ascend to the throne of God, 
and in mercy to your sufferings, I may be saved. 
Should it please the Almighty to cut the frail thread 
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of my existence, I should b« happy ; for I too have 

had my trials and temptations. When I look to 

what I mi^ht have been, and what I now am, my 

heart is ready to break : but reflection is fruitless j 

smd I sometimes think my wishes, so contrary to 

your commands, could not have been accomplished, 

but for some wise purpose. The ways of Heaven 

are inscrutable. 

Mother, be not unhappy on my account ; but yet, 

do not neglect me so much as not to answer, this 

letter. 

My boarding is now but three dollars, and I have 

been economical. I enclose you a bill to pay the 

postage, out of which I wish you would let William 

pay a trifle that I owe a person at Mrs. M ^ a. 

It is not quite a dollar. Give my respects to them, 

and ask Betsey to write. Remember me to my 

friends. I had forgotten that I owe P — *M*E — 

one dollar, which I shall send her. Give my love 

to my brother and sister ; and let me entreat you to 

write soon. Send me all the news that concerns my 

friends. Ask Mrs. P — why she don't write. 

I hope you have good health. I wish ydu could 

go into the country. This time last year I was with 

Mrs. K — *. If it would please her I would write. 

I shall conclude this long letter with prayers for 

your happiness and health. Adieu. 

Your affectionate daughter, 

L^ M— . 
Direct me as before. 

• Not Mr^. M K 
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LETTER FROM £• S. ELY TO MISS L-^ M— • 

Phtladelphiay August 6th^ A. £)• 1814. 

YOUR affectionate, afflicted, but prayerful 
mother, Miss M— , has made me partially acquaint- 
ed with your character and circumstances* She 
has honoured me so far as to believe that I possess 
some philanthropy, and that, from the favourable 
c^inion which you have formed of me, by reading 
my Journal, and hearing me preach a few times, I 
might possibly exert some influence for the benefit 
of your immortal soul. Oh ! if this were possible, 
it would add a new source of pleasure to my life, 
and I should be delighted with the satisfaction and 
comfort which you and your mother would then 
mutually experience. But I am told that you are 
handsome, and have met with considerable appro- 
bation in your theatrical career ! This is almost suf- 
ficient to banish every incipient hope of being use- 
ful to you ; for few can be contented with the reali- 
ties of plain and peaceful life, who know that they 
are pretty, and applauded. 

Shall I then here fold up my paper, and sigh, 
" Ay ! she is lost, for ever !" Certainly you are 
not far from destruction ; but your last tender letter 
to your parent, encourages some faint persuasion, 
that you may be rescued from contaminating scenes, 
from bewitching, delusive, destructive pursuits ; 
from that path to temporal and eternal misery, which 
few that have entered ever retrace. 

r2 
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You retain, nevertheless, a tender regard for your 
mother's health and peace ; you respect her for her 
piety, and desire her prayers ; you have a strong 
sense of justice, in relation to pecuniary obligations; 
you still cherish your reputation for purity ; and yoB 
declare that you even wish to return* These ci^ 
cumstances combined, present such a prospect as in* 
duces me to think, that my compliance with your 
mother's request, in writing to you, may not prove 
like the attempt to soothe the angry tempest, by the 
soft modulations of the harp. You will certainly 
excuse me for writing, if you do not approve my mo» 
tives and sentiments ; for it is your veri/ dear^ and 
truly deserving mother^ who has twice urged it. 

Let me then come to the point* If you wish to 
return, why do you not return ? Your mother en- 
treats, and your conscience urges* A most cordial 
welcome awaits you, whenever you please to relin- 
quish the stage. She would gladly toil, not only 
for the maintenance of herself and your younger sif- 
ters, but for your support. She would become a 
slave, that you, her eldest, might '^ be a lady," could 
she thereby rescue her daughter from that misery 
and ruin which she is confident must, sooner or 
later, overtake all unprotected and giddy females 
who are inmates of the green-room. 

Might I not appeal to your own conscience as a 
witness, to prove that yours is a dangerous situa- 
tion ? You are perpetually exposed to the arts of un- 
principled and diseased men ; and a chaste actress, 
among a thousand^ would be a prodigy that might 
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astonish the world. Return, then, unhappy L-«, tb 
your mother, and resolve to escape the . temptations 
which surround you : resolve to labour rather for a 
scanty subsistence, than connive at vice, if not actu* 
ally participate in all the licentiousness which ren- 
ders the theatre enchanting to the debauchee and 
courtesan, that you may obtain the fleeting, accur- 
sed prosperity of the ungodly* Better would be a 
dinner of herbs, and robes of sackcloth, with the 
smiles of your mother, the peace of your own con- 
science, and the approbation of your final Judge, 
than the most sumptuous entertainment, the gayest 
apparel, and the worthless admirers, which might 
be obtained by a long life of celebrity for wit^ refine- 
ment, inimitable eloquence, and peerless beauty. 
What would be 3K>ur ultimate gaiuy should you sell 
your person to the best advantage, and your talents 
for the richest ^ benefit' ? Could you then live hap- 
pily, or die wiA either hope or resignation I . 
. You must not, however, calculate upon pre-emi- 
nent rank in your profession ; for should you conti* 
nue in it, which I pray you may not,you have merely 
to expect, for a little while, such a portion as you at 
present have; and when your powers and health 
shall decline, with premature old age, or something 
worse, the men who have flattered, and fostered, 
aivd profnoted you, will cast you away, to perish in 
the streets. 

*' But it appears," you write to your mother, that 
" there is an invisible power which governs your 
actions, over which you have no controL'^ Is this 
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come a true Christian/ and finally ascend to glory* 
All this may be ; or the dreadful reverse of every 
thing which should be desired. Choose then be- 
tween good and evil. Think not that you have 
proceeded too far to become wise, and the object of 
much honourable affection. . If you have any dis- 
position to be reconciled to the Redeemer, and, 
through his peace- speaking blood of atonement, to 
yourself, it is not too late. Immediately accept the 
pardon of all your sins, because the Grod of truth 
has offered a free remission, for the sake of ihe suf- 
ferings of Christ, but not of your mother, whose 
afflictions you vainly hope will propitiate heaven in 
your favour. Then, with the hope of everlasting 
life and love, commence a life of sober usefulness 
and habitual duty. You will find wisdom's ways 
to be pleasantness. 

In vain you ask your mother not to be unhappy, 
if you continue to imbitter her state of poverty and 
desertion. Be a dutiful daughter; renounce the 
stage and its fictitious beings for ever ; become a 
Christian, and your peace shall be like the river of 
God, your felicity with your pious mother shall be 
everlasting. 

Accept my assurances of assistance in every pos- 
sible way, and believe that your happiness, in con- 
junction with that of your friends, and the gl6ry of 
God, is the sole object of this communication from 
your friend, 

EZRA STILES ELY. 
Mss M , at Mrs. Barnham'sj 

Liberty-streety NeW'Tork* 
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ITER FROM MISS I/-» M—- , TO HER MOTHER. 

NeW'Torky August IZth^ 1814. 
DEAR Mother, 

ACCEPT my sincere thanks for your kind 
ir. It gave a very sensible pleasure to my heart, 
as a consolation for the anxiety I have felt on 
r account. I was apprehensive you were ill, 
liat some misfortune had happened. I thank 
1 that is not the case. 

^ear mother, how shall I thank Mr. Ely for the 
rest which he is good enough to take in my 
fare, who am so unworthy of kindness? But I 
exert myself to deserve a continuance of it, that 
lay ultimately terminate in good. I will merit 
desired esteem, by my obedience to your wish, 
acceptance of his counseL His letter was im- 
tsive, and spoke to my heart, but 'tis hardened 
the vanities of the world. I hope in the 
cy of heaven, and that, through its grace, I 
7 yet partake of that divine spirit, of which he 
io able a minister. Present my acknowledge- 
Its, and assure him, though severe, his letter may 
L the wound it was intended to probe. I fear 
ave gone too far to realize much happiness, 
there is one reflection which will afford me con- 
ition ;«-that I have passed so far with a mind 
ontaminated. Free from licentiousness of de- 
vity, the purity of your example, my mother, 
( before my eyes. Though I have been fond of 
broad glare of fashionable life, and induced to 
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embrace a profession religion cannot sanction, yet 
'twas not from weakness of mind, but because I saw 
through a false medium. With the sanguine ar- 
dour of youth, I possessed a strong desire for novel- 
ty, and an acquaintance with the world. Unpro- 
tected, that desire led me into errour. My adop- 
tion of the stage is the most glaring. My future 
conduct can alone atone for that. I no longer see 
any pleasure in this kind of life, but what I am 
going to say will appear a paradox. 

I had promised to remain the ensuing season, vn& 
the Theatre. I thought it would appear unkind, as 
he (Mr. Twaits, since dead, who took her to New- 
York) depends on me for assistance ; and, though ' 
I dislike the appearance of deceit, I think some- 
thing of the kind must be done, to induce the mana- 
gers to part with me : — you must plead indispod- 
tion, or at once order me to return home for some 
particular purpose. There is no difficulty in the 
journey, as Mrs. B— is going to Philadelphia. I 
shall be anxious until you write again. I would 
have sent a letter to Mr. Ely, but felt incapable of 
thanking him as I wish and ought ; but if you de- 
sire it I will ; though 1 hope to have the pleasure 
of expressing my gratitude, when I shall have made 
some atonement for my folly. 

Adieu, my dear Mother, and believe me your 
affectionate, though mistaken daughter, 

L— M— . 

31rs. A^ M— 
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LETTER FROM MISS L— M— , TO HKR MOTHER. 

NexV'Tork^ September 4thj 1814, 
Dear Mother, 

BY this time I suppose you have received my 
last letter, in which I informed you of my inten- 
tion; but I must confess pecuniary embarrassments 
have prevented me from forming a decided plan. 
My shallow purse is now empty. I will be happy 
to accept your proposition, provided you do not be- 
come accountable for payment of the sum : that I 
will do, should fortune place it in my power. At 
the same time, though I thank the person, I should 
not like to be under an obligation to a person whom 
I may have offended.^ You can judge of the pro- 
priety of the thing better than I. If you think the 
plan eligible, have the goodness to procure for me 
^ten dollars, the smallest possible sum, that will an- 
swer. If not, I will endeavour to procure it here. 
Please to write immediately, as I am anxious to 
arrange my business. There will be some difficulty, 
which I have foreseen. The managers have been 

* Her mother had written her, that a gentleman had offer- 
ed to send her on the means of returning^ if necessary ; but 
did not inform her who that gentleman was. The daughter 
thought it might have been a person of her former acquain- 
tance, who might make an improper use of the renewal of 
his kindness, if his proffered money were accepted. This 
\ras the occasion of her hesiuting to receive the aid which 
ber mother had promised to afford, by the assistance of the 
writer of this note. 

S 
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sending after Itfe, constantly, since the opening of 
the Theatre. My plea is, indisposition, which will 
continue till I arrive in Philadelphia. Mrs. B-^m 
is going on to reside, so that I shall have no ac- 
quaintance remaining. Poor Twaits is much re- 
gretted."^ He was a friend to me: I hope his 
sufferings have made ample compensation for bis 
errours. 

Give my sincere love to the family and my friends. 
God bless you. I remain in the hope of seeing you 
by this day week. . Your affectionate daughter, 

J— M— 
Mrs. A. M. 

With the foregoing letter the mother called on 
me, that I might have the pleasure of fulfilling iny 
promise. The mother is a pious, genteel, indus- 
trious, poor woman $ who lives by sewing and wash- 
ing. When she came, I had lately commenced 
housekeeping, and she brought as a present, in these 
hard-times, a pound of ^^mperial gun-powder tea.'' 
It would not do to hurt her feelings by refusing it; 
so I took it with a determination to^resent it back 
again in some other way. While my rich friends 
were sending me of their abundance, she of her 
penury was testifying her respect, by presenting me 



* This actor, who induced her to ascend the stag«y bid 
lately died; and probably this contribated to make her relifl- 
quish the theatre. 
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all she was worth. When I determineci to return 
her gift, without making her sensible of it, I had no 
reference to the following communidition. 

TO MISS L— M— . 

Philadelphia^ September 7 thy 1814. 

IF Miss L— M— will return to her mother, she 
shall be welcome to the enclosed bill ; and may be 
assured that she shall never be accounted the debtor 
of 

EZRA STILES ELY. 

. Not long after the expected time of her arrival, 
the glad mother called to inform me, that her daugh* 
ter, who once was lost, was now restored to her 
house and arms* It soon became necessary that 
some business should be provided for her ; and I 
requested Mrs* K— , whose benevolent exertions to 
aissist Caroline had beeh disappointed, to take the 
young actress under her protection. She consented, 
and for several months found her the means of sub- 
sistence. It was difficult, however, to procure per- 
manent support for her. " She was too handsome," 
Mrs. K— said, " and too delicately attired, to tend 
shop, for every one gazed at her ;'^ and plain sewing 
was rarely furnished a stranger. While she lived 
with this lady, she received the following letter. 
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To Miss L— M— . 

PhiladdphiQ^Feb. 15, 1815. 

IT has long been my intention to write you, Miss 
M — , that I might congratulate you on your present 
favourable circumstances, and ei]deavour to commu- 
nicate some more perfect knowledge of the way (^ 
salvation, than you appear at present to possess. 

You have been kindly received by a lady of a veiy 
benevolent heart, who will undoubtedly furnish you 
with profitable employment, and give you much 
more impressive advice about your future conduct 
in the world, than I am capable of offering. In her 
maternal care and patronage of you, I am highly de- 
lighted, and shall, therefore, confine my letter to the 
subject of personal religion. You hear my public 
discourses, and perhaps may wonder, if I deem this 
insufficient, that I should not gain a knowledge of 
your person, to instruct you in conversation, rather 
than adopt the present mode. Indeed I have felt 
some curiertty to see you, and some desire to con- 
verse with you ; but, upon the whole, I think you 
had better read, and read again, what I shall write, 
than hear the same from my lips. In alluding to 
the death of T waits, you write to your mother, that 
you " hope his sufferings have made ample compen' 
sationfor his errours.^^ 

This is the theology of the theatre, and no better 
than the morality of the stage. I am ashamed to 
say, however, that it is the language of some public 
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teachers of religion, from the pulpit. Those fr- 
rours, of which you wrote, were flagrant sins ; were 
violations of the holy, just, and good law •f the per- 
fect Deity. They were offences against the known 
will of him who created, preserved, and, in a thou- 
sand events of Providence, blesse.d the offender. 
They were in many instances crimes against the 
creatures of God, and in all instances, rebellion 
against the moral government of Jehovah. They 
were such thoughts, sentiments, feelings, words, and 
actions as God had forbidden, and such as have in- 
curred all the misery which man experiences. That 
there are great grief, sorrow, disappointment, vexa- 
tion, bodily pain, and mental anguish endured by the 
sons of men in the present life, you must allow ; and 
that all the afflictions of sinners are either permitted 
or tegulated by Divine Providence, is equally cer- 
tain. But, why does the good God suffer his crea- 
tures to be weighed down with pain ? Certainly it is 
owing to this, that God is displeased with men for 
their transgressions. Ilieir errours are of such a 
nature as to bring down constant testimonies of his 
indignation ; and the greatness of any man's suffer- 
ings is but a proof of the great evil of sin. It 
does not follow, that he who suffers most here is 
the most obnoxious sinner, for the account between 
God and rebels is not to be balanced in this life, 
neither docs he design to give mortals his compara- 
tive view of the character of offenders ; but great 
suffering, in any one, does show, that he deserves 
great punishment, and that the person whom we 

s2 
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deem most innocent, is, in God^s estimation, a guil- 
ty wretch. How, then, can you think the sufferings 
of Twaitsifwhich proved God to be angry with him, 
any compensation for his errours ? A compensation 
to whom ? And, how can merited suffering in any 
case be accounted a compensation for sin ? If any 
man had a servant who should .driuk arsenic and 
die, would his dying be any compensation to his 
master for the loss, of his services ; or could the pain 
of dying make any satisfaction for the crime of self- 
murder ? If the father of a family should, by hb ne- 
gligence and debauchery, reduce his family to hun* 
ger, thirst, cold, and nakedness, would his suffer- 
ings, or theirs, make any compensation, to anyone^ 
for his guilty conduct ? Again, should a thief, hav- 
ing stolen my money, waste it, and then be cod- 
fined in the prison for his conduct, would his distress 
in his dungeon restore me my money ? 

When sinners suffer, God punishes them, and the 
punishment which they receive, in part, here, makes 
no compensation at all, but rather furnishes a pre- 
emption, that they will, in future, receive there- 
qnainder of die wrath which they deserve. By suf- 
fering all which our sins deserve, (if we could do it 
in any given time,) we might be excused from suf- 
fering any more ; but this would . be no compensa- 
tion to our holy Creator and Preserver for the dis^ 
honour done him. Had Twaits suffered as much 
as God thinks his errours deserve, he might have 
gone to a place,if any such existed, where he would 
have felt neither my. happiness mor any punisbmentSi 
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But, in the judgment of Jehovah|»every sinner de- 
serves more suffering than any mere man ever expe- 
rienced in this life ; and, therefore, the Supreme 
Being has resolved, that the wicked shall be turned 
into hell, and that the whole amount of punishment 
which he awards to them, shall be spread out through 
eternity. If Twaits, or you, or I, or any other sin- 
ner, will deal with the Holy God, upon the ground 
of our personal merits, and the principles of justice ; 
or if any one will talk of making compensation to 
the judge, he must expect justice, and in this justice, 
eternal damnation. If you speak of justice, merit, 
and compensation, you must not expect mercy, com- 
passion, and love. 

Let me show you a more excellent way of salva- 
tion, .than that which you have contemplated, and 
which is impracticable for a sinner. It is a way 
which God, of his infinite benevolence, originated 
and revealed : it is the way of salvation by his be- 
loved Son Jesus Christ. It is styled a new and 
living way ; and is expressly designed for those 
who have come short of the glory of God, who have 
no ability to justify themselves before God, and who 
might, with perfect justice, be made miserable for 
ever. It is designed for you and me. Oh ! that 
you might know this way of life ! 

Remember that God is immutably just, and de* 
terminedf before the world began, to punish all 
transgressions of his holy law. He can no more fail 
of punishing every sin, according to its full demerit, 
than he can cease to be true to his own word and 
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character. Reipeinber, also; that God immutatb- 
ly resolved to provide a sinless human body and 
soul, created by himself, that should, in the time ap- 
pointed, be united to the eternal God, so as to consd- 
tute the one person, Jesus Christ. This one per- 
son, of complex character, by the consent of the 
Father, and by his own covenant, undertook to bear 
all the punishment due to a great portion o£ the hu- 
man race, and to perform a perfect obedience to die 
law of God, on their account. What he engaged to do, 
was actually done by him, for he was bom of a vi^ 
gin, was made under the law like a man ; obeyed die 
will of God perfecdy, so as to fulfill all righteousness 
for his people, and suffered, in his humiliation, the 
wrath and curse of God, due to their crimes. In 
law, the death of Christ answered the same purpose 
that would have been accomplished, could all that 
will now be saved, have suffered the pains of hell 
for ever. Thus he redeemed them, and thus he 
laid the foundation of their pardon, justification, re- 
generation, and glorification in heaven. The death 
and resurrection of Christ, rendered the salvation 
of every one for whom he died, absolutely certiun ; 
and nothing short of this redemption, by Jesus, ren- 
ders the salvation of any one even possible. Christ 
procured, by what he did in Judea, and on Calvaiy, 
all the benefits which will be enjoyed by any of our 
sinful race. His sufferings will save his people 
from suffering punishment. Corrected, as children, 
they may be in ibis world, but the vengeance of Je- 
hovah shall never reach them* His obedience shall 
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be rewarded in their everlasting felicity ; and for 
ever, and for ever, they shall glorify him as the be- 
ginning and the end of their salvation. He made 
all the compensation for the sins of God's people, 
which the judge will accept ; and if ho atoned, we 
are not to atone ; if he merited heaven, we need 
NOT merit it, in order to enjoy it ; and if he saves 
us, we do not save ourselves. 

You will say, then, " if I am one of God's people, 
I shall be saved ; but if I am not, I shall be lost." 
In thus speaking you assert the truth ; and so far 
am I from shrinking from the conclusion, that I re- 
joice in it, as the only ground of my hope, that you 
may inherit everlasting bliss. Your inquiry should 
be, " How shall I become one of God's people ?" If 
you are his by the choice of the Almighty, he will 
become your God and Saviour, by your own choice. 
If he has chosen you, he will take measures to in- 
duce you to choose him \ and who can say, that this 
letter on the way of life, may not have been predes- 
tinated to move you to such an election ? You can 
become one of God's people actually, and be secure 
in a gracious title to eternal life, only by believing 
on the Lord Jesus Christ. You must be so tho- 
roughly convinced of you own sinfulness, and of 
the scriptural character of the Saviour, as thankful- 
ly to accept of proffered pardon, purification, and 
glory, with the solemn intention and earnest desire 
of being saved from sin, Satan, and hell. Do you 
desire a holy salvation ? Are you. willing to submit 
yourself to God? Are you completely satisfied with 



214 , APPENDIX* 

the Redeemer God has provided ? Does this salva- 
tion seem great, and Christ, precious ? If you be- 
come one of the Lord^s people by accepting of his 
^^ unspeakable gift," even of Jesus for righteousness, 
and strength before God, you will desire to please 
him ; you will hate sin, and strive to forsake it ; you 
ivill love holiness, and pursue it ; you will cherish 
the pious, and avoid the wicked; ^6u will pass 
awav from hell, and enter heaven. 

Seek this saviour, whom your mother knows and 
loves. Be secure of heaven* Soon, the face, and 
form, which they tell me are fair, (for I do not yet 
know you by sight,) will be laid in the grave, and 
your worldly connexions and pursuits will be cut off 
for even Soon your thoughts and employmenti 
will of necessity respect spiritual and eternal things; 
and you will find in them heaven or helL That you 
may be wise and happy-— that you may shine as a 
star in the new heavens, which the Redeemer will 
create, when the material universe shall have van- 
ished, is the prayer of your friend in the Lord, , 

EZRA STILES ELY. 
Miss L— M—. 

Reply. 

Philadelphia^ March 7th^ 1815. 
Sir, 

A FEW feelings, which approximate slowly to 
good, would not permit me to rest, until I had writ- 
ten an apolog}^ for my apparent neglect of your ex* 
ertions for my welfare. 
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Believe me, Sir, it was not from want of inclina- 
tion, that your letters remain un|||3iwered. It was 
because I felt my inability to reply as I ought, and 
consistently with your advice and inquiries. When 
attempting to write on that sacred subject, which 
you have adopted for my eternal happiness, my 
ideas were few, and expressed with difficulty. My 
heart is neither warm nor animated* In despair, I 
have relinquished the undertaking. 

Accept, therefore, the thanks of a grateful mind, 
deeply impressed with a sense of your goodness, and 
my own unworthiness— grateful for the kind interest 
you have taken in my fate. My own endeavours 
shall not be wanting, to render me more worthy the 
honour which you have been pleased to confer; 
I remain, with respect, yqur obliged 

L— M— . 

Sev* E. S» Ely. 

■ 

Not many months elapsed, after the date of the 
last letter, before Miss L — M— was addressed by 
^ young gendeman of the stage, who is now manager 
of a theatre, and they were united in wedlock, by the 
flev. Dr. A. Her husband is as estimable as any 
actor ; and probably as good a man as his profes- 
sional business will permit him to be. 

On the whole, I regret not any of the exertions 
which have been made ; for this young creature is 
in a better state than she was, and may yet be 
brought to Jesus Christ, that she may receive eter- 
nal life. 
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Let us not be weary in well-doing, for in due sea- 
son we shall reap, it we faint not. 

Let us also renSember, that God bestows privi- 
leges, which are abused ; and is kind to the ungrate- 
ful and rebellious. Let us be imitators of God as 
dear children. 
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'* Too late must Guendolen deplore. 
He, tbftt has all^ can hope no more !^' 

IN a Note, appended to the 22l8t page of my 
first Journal, the reader is informed, that the 
mother of the person called Caroline, visited 
New- York, in the month of June, 1812, and saw 
her daughter at the Hospital* That portion of her 
history which has been already given to the public, 
is concluded by the following paragraph. 

** What will become of this miserably seduced 
person, remains to be decided by her own conduct. 
She may continue to behave well i and she may fall 
more basely than ever. Over her real name, and 
perhaps all the future, should it be known to the 
writer, it will be best to draw the veil of night." 

For some reasons, which it is needless to detail at 
length, I am induced now, however, to give, so far 
as it has come to my knowledge, the sequel of her 
history. 
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For several days the mother of Caroline con- 
tinued in the city of New- York, visited her daugh- 
ter with much tenderness, and was very desirous 
of taking her home ; but the health of the young 
woman would not permit. 

The parent had expended all her little money, in 
her journey from S — ^k — e, (the place in which the 
writer found her, in the State of New- York,) to the 
city ; and therefore could not defray the necessary 
expense of waiting for her daughter's restoration. 
By the assistance of the writer, and a few other per- 
sons, she returned whence she came ; with the en- 
couragement that Caroline should be sent after her, 
so soon as her physician should think her fatuh'^ 
—effectually cured. 

From the return of her mother, until the latter 
part of July, 1812, Caroline continued in the Hospi- 
tal, and conducted herself in such a manner as to 
gain the good opinion of all who knew her. She 
was apparently humble, and penitent. Her desire 
to return to S— k — e was ardent ; and, before July 
had expired, the writer paid her passage, and pro- 
cured a respectable woman to see her safely out of 
the city. Indeed he was himself standing on the 
wharf, and saw her depart, with many tears of seem- 
ing pleasure and gratitude. By inquiry it was af- 
terwards ascertained, that she went directly to the 
place of her destination. 

In September, 1812, the writer received a letter, 
signed by L — N — , alias Caroline S — ^11; and 
which bears the post-mark of the village of W— d, 
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which is near to the place in S — ^k— e,-in which 
he visited Mrs. M — N — , the mother, formerly 
called Mrs. M-1 S— 11. The following is an ex- 
tract from her 

LETTER. 

"Reverend Sir, 

" I I'AKE this opportunity to write to you, 
(according to your request,) to express my grati- 
tude for extraordinary favours which I have re- 
ceived through your instrumentality, from that most 
benign and gracious Being, who is good unto all, 
and whose tender mercies are over all his works. 
And may the same Almighty God bless and pros- 
per you the better, in person, in your ministry, and 
in your property. I likewise recognize the kind- 
ness of your brother ; and send my best respects to 
him for his kindness, through the tender mercies of 
the Lord, of whom, through whom, and to whom, 
are all things. I hope his prosperity will, at the 
least, be equal to his liberality for the body, as well 
as the soul. 

** And also, please to remember my love to all 
others, whom God made kind friends to me ; to 
supply my wants, and take care of me in my sick- 
ness and trouble. May the Lord reward you all, a 
hundred fold. In particular, I wish to have my love 
remembered to Mr. and Mrs. Wetmore, and their 
family ; to Miss Hannah Christopher, to Mr. Jo- 
seph George, Mr. Joseph Smith, Mr. L. Bleecker, 
Mr. Comstock, and Dr. Osboume, and all the other 

t2 
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doctors, that attended me during the tinae that I was 
sick. Blessed is he that consider^h the poor — ^and 
•— the Lord loveth a cheerful giver. 

" I meant to have bade the Society* farewell, but 
Mr. Ely advised me to go home ; and I thought 
that his advice might correspond with that of the 
Society. 

" My health is not much better than when I left 
New-York. I am with my mother ; who wishes to 
have her respects remembered to you, with acknow- 
ledgments of gratitude. 

** I mean to endeavour to keep your kind coun- 
sels : and please, Sir, to write to me ; and if you 
can ever make it in your way, come to see us j and 
don't forget to pray for me at the throne of grace ; 
but please to remember us all : for we are all poov 
sinners, and therefore need prayers ; but especially 
the all-prevailing intercession of the everlasting Ad- 
vocate. 

" I remain your friend, and ever well-wisher, &c. 

" L— N— " 

The letter contains the principal part of two 
l.ymns, of which she was very fond; and which I 
have omitted, because they are generally known. 

From the time of Caroline's return to her mother, 
until the present, the writer has never seen her ; nor 
has he had any other direct communication from 
her : for the remainder of her history, therefore, he 
is indebted to testimony. 

* The Magdalen Society. 
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Of her mother it is necessary to remark, that she 
is poor, and now dependent on her own industry, 
^nd the assistance of her children ; so that she could 
scarcely be said to have a home of her own ; and 
much less one in which she could give a feeble 
daughter such support as would be desirable* It is 
also to be remembered, that Caroling, when she left 
New- York, was not so firm as to be capable of hard 
labour. 

Her Jistula was not radically removed ; and not 
many months after the date of her letter, I was in- 
formed that she had come again to the city of New- ' 
York, to obtain medical aid» She came down the 
river Hudson in a packet, and on her arrival ,was 
ashamed, either to resort to the Hospital, or to seek 
her former friends* To one of the abandoned 
" boarding houses" she was determined not to com- 
mit her person ; and in this state of indecision, 
without plan or purpose ; cold, hungry, and sick, she 
wandered about the streets, until she reclined on the 
threshold of an elegant house, and became almost aa 
insensible as her marble couch. 

Late at night, she was found in this position, by 
the. hospitable pair to whose door Providence had 
led her. They brought her in, and were deeply af- 
fected at her pitiable state ; for she was delicate, 
and even graceful in her appearance ; and it seemed 
as if life was lingering in its departure from her di3- 
consolate bosom. 

Mrs. O^- acted the part of an elder sister ; and 
called in the medical assistance of Dr. Osboume, 
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who perfectly knew his patient. The old complamt, 
and not at all a disgraceful one, still required atten- 
tion. In this abode of benevolence and wealth she 
told her tale, and enjoyed every comfort which the 
house afibrded. Such was her appearance of mo- 
desty and penitence, that Mrs. O — was fully per- 
suaded that her life had never been that of a com- 
mon woman. She was undoubtedly the victim of 
an unhappy, sinful attachment, to an unprincipled 
man. After having been nursed like a child, until 
her health was more perfecdy restored than it ever 
had been before, Mrs. O— clothed her, in a suit- 
able manner, and even took her to church in her 
own carriage. At length it was thought desirable 
diat she should return tx> her relatives ; and her be- 
nevolent guardian sent her away, with all needful 
pecuniary assistance, to visit her brother Lorenzo, 
in the State of Massachusetts. Whether she went 
to Cambridge, the place of her brother*s residence, 
or not, is to us uncertain. She may have gone ; and 
if she did, her brother is younger than herself, and 
is dependent on an aunt, so that he could not have 
supported her long. 

The next time I heard of her was in May, A. D. 
1814. I was then in New-York ; and was inform- 
ed by Mr. Thomas Franklin, a Friend, indeed, in 
whom there is no guile, that Caroline had lately 
written to him, and desired hini to give her thanks^ 
to me. 

She was then in the society of Shakers, in the 
town of New-Lebanon, in the State of New- York, 
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and sent word " that she was among the blessed.** 
She had been there for some time, and many of us 
congratulated one another, that their forbidding to 
marry^ and causing even the wedded to forsake 
wedlock, might prove of service to her, by afford- 
ing her a seclusion from the world, in a state of so- 
ciety in which perpetual celibacy is perpetual ho- 
nour. If this doctrine of devils^ that sinners ought 
not to marry, can be profitable to any, it must be 
profitable to those only who cannot honestly marry* 

Happy would it have it been, perhaps, for Caro- 
line, had she continued all her life with those who 
pretend to have all things in common, even had she 
submitted to the hardest labour, which is rigorously 
imposed by the Elders, or task-masters, of ^ this 
New Jerusalem." She would have seen, indeed, 
in this village of equal rights, and common proper^ 
ty, that the heaps of oyster-shells, indicative of good 
living, were much larger, before the small dwellings 
of the rulers, where few reside, than before large 
houses, which contain many of the brethren and sis- 
terhood ; but, v» hat then ? She would have been 
fed, and clothed, and kept from that child of the 
Devil, who has once and again deceived her. 

From May, the writer heard nothing of this un- 
accountable female, until the evening of the 12th of 
November, 1814 ; at which time Mr. M'A — call- 
ed on him, at his residence in Philadelphia, to intro- 
duce Mrs. M — K — . This lady, whom the read- 
er will be happy to become familiar with, by peru- 
sing the following pages, has all the enthusiasm in 
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doing good, which some have, undeservedly, I fesff, 
charged upon the Journalist. 

It seems that her attention had been this very 
day, for the first time, directed to the former sketch- 
es of Caroline. The description of her was precise- 
ly a picture of Sarah How ; and she had called to 
ascertain if they were not names of the same person. 

To the unfortunate Sarah How, Mrs. K— had 
become known in the month of August, 1814. Sa- 
rah had been invited, by a letter from a young offi- 
cer, (who, by her own account, was the seducer 
who first brought her away from her mother's house, 
and a state of comparative innocence,) to visit Phila- 
delphia, and call for him, her admirer, at the City 
Hotel. She was fool enough to believe his vows of 
love, protection, and matrimony, after he had re- 
peatedly broken them. 

She arrived in the city of Philadelphia on Satur- 
day, and, on calling at the Hotel, found that the gen- 
tleman for whom she inquired had departed, the day 
before^ for a different military station. Here then 
she was, an attractive, destitute female, in a strange 
city, without either money or friends. She wander- 
ed about, and received little sustenance, until Mon- 
day evening, when, in consequence of drinking cold 
water on a very hot day, she sat down, and swopned 
upon the steps of one of our banks. Her delicate 
form, pale face, and neat attire, soon attracted the 
sympathy of those who were passing. She was car- 
ried, apparently lifeless, into a book-store, and the 
greatest exertions were made to recall her powers 
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of mind. On being a litde recovered, she was kind- 
ly received into the house of Mr. C— , a Friend, and 
the brother of Mrs. K — • These persons, with 
their neighbours, mutually strove to promote her 
health and comfort. Sarah confessed that she had 
been led astray, and had sinned ; but still appeared 
extravagantly attached to the unprincipled deceiver. 
Her actual weeping for many days was unceasing. 
Her mother and her brother, far absent from her, 
and distressed on her account, were her constant 
theme of lamentation. Every person, who saw and 
heard her, felt compassion, for she was evidently 
agonized by an upbraiding conscience, and all the 
madness of unreclaimed, disappointed, indulged 
love. For her sins she professed penitence, but ap- 
parently had not firmness enough for ever to dis- 
card the unworthy officer from her heart. 

'* Each charm she varied, to retain 
A var3ring heart— and all in vain!" 

Among others who took a deep interest in her 
distresses, and endeavoured to alleviate them, were 
Mrs. M'A — , and Mr. M— 11, a Friend, who de- 
serve as much praise, as they could do, had they 
actually succeeded in saving a young wanderer from 
perdition. After Sarah had remained some time at 
Mr. C — 's, she was removed to the house of Mrs. 
K — , where she was encouraged and exhorted to do 
well. Her conduct was here, for a few months, un- 
exceptionable, so far as any could then judge ; but it 
subsequently appeared that she had given a fake ac- 
count of herself. . 
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The interest Aire. K— felt in her, aod a dealt ti 
serve her, induced many close interrogatofics, wludi, 
from time to time, tempted the uowisc g^tog^a 
history of herself, which involved her in new &- 
tress, and almost daily difficulty. She was evident* 
ly reluctant to give any histoiy of herself; but hir- 
ing given a part erroneously, felt herself obliged, for 
the sake of consistency, to make out the whok of 
her story. 

I have sometimes thought, that in the case of 
Caroline, all of us, who endeavoured to asust her, 
erred, in being too inqubitive about her relatives 
and former circumstances* She did not love to 
state the truth, that her mother .is poor, and could 
not afford much assistance to a helpless daughter* 
Nothing gave her more immediate and sensible pain 
than our attempts to gain a knowledge of her friends, 
and our determination to write to them* The same 
was remarked of Sarah How* 

Mrs. K-— , having learned, as she supposed, the 
truth concerning Sarah, wrote to her friends, and 
wrote again ; after which, Sarah, fearing detection, 
and being overcome with shame, eloped from her 
guardian. 

On the evening of her absenting herself from 
Mrs. K— -'s, she walked the streets until weariness 
compelled her to recline on the steps of a door in 
Spruce-Street. Here Mr. Samuel Coates, the most 
active and indefatigable of the governors of the Hos* 
pital, found her, chilled and speechless ; and, by the 
assistance of another gentleman, conducted her to 
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the palace for the sick. Providence seems always 
to have interposed in behalf of this female ; for 
when she wanders she is found by those, who, like 
Job, search out the cause which they know not. 

At the Hospital, her appearance, her story, and 
moat of all, her unrestrained tears, excited the ten- 
derest pity. Mr. Mason and his wife, (the exem- 
plary pair who are the guardian angels x)f the instl- 
tiition, and who have never been exceeded by any iti 
a similar situation, unless it be by Noah Wetmore 
and his lately deceased partner, who has been called 
away to heaven ;) with the physicians and governors 
were all solicitous to restore the unhappy creature 
to her native state, and to her mother. 

The next morning she was removed to the Alms- 
house, and the 'Guardians of the Poor soon furnish- 
ed means for defraying her expense to New-York| 
and thither she went. 

On her passage, however, she travelled, as she 
^says, with a young man, who told her, that she must 
be the person of whom his friend, Mr. Mo—, k 
young officer, had often spoken to him, and that the 
said Mc-^ was in New-York, and wished to see 
her, because he had in his possession a trunk of her 
clothing. Let this be as it may, she went to New- 
York, and in the evening, in the street, a Mr. J — , ^ 
respectable citizen, saw a young officer, supposed to 
be Mc — ^ attempting to urge het away with him^ 
She resisted, and exclaimed that he hurt her arm, 
which had lately been bled. Mr. J — stepped up, 
and the young officer retreated, while his prey iled : 

u 



230 APPENDIX^ 

80 that the interposing gentleman probably expected 
to see neither of the parties again* She ran, however, 
while he returned home, and, without any know* 
ledge of Mr. J— or his house, seated herself, dis* 
consolate, on his threshold. He demanded why 
she sat there, late at night ; and was informed, that 
she had no home ; that a young officer had promised 
to marry her ; and that the same officer had that 
very afternoon endeavoured to drag her away to a 
house of ill-fame. Mr. J—, knowing that this was 
the female whom he had seen escape from an officer 
but a short time before, brought her into his family, 
and, by the assistance of his wife, endeavoured to 
alleviate her distress. For some time she found a 
home, and none who saw her could avoid believing, 
that she was a heart-broken, deluded, artless, pern- 
tent creature. 

Mrs. K— - was all anxiety after Sarah left her ia 
Philadelphia, and learning what had transpired at 
the Hospital, followed her to New- York, and, by an 
advertisement, found her under the protection of 
Mr. J — • Still hoping to be of essential service to 
her, and to transmit her to her mother, Mrs. K— 
broil prht her to the house of her friends, Mr. and 
Mrs. N — n, of Chatham-street, New- York, with 
whom she found protection and peace for many 
weeks, and with whom shi- resided on the 12th of 
November, the time vvhen Mrs. K — and Mr. 
M'A— called on the wtncn 

" Caroline, or L. N — ," sai.l I, " had long dark 
hair, which very naturally curkd around her fore- 
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head;. a fair skin, with blue eyes; a good set of 
teeth ; and a delicate hand. Her form was above 
the middle stature of females, erect, and well pro- 
portioned." 

Mrs. K — exclaimed, " You describe our Sarah 
to perfection !" 

" Caroline," I resumed, " was uncommonly fond 
of bathing her hands, and face, &c. so that the phy- 
sicians frequently blamed her." 

** The very same !" said Mrs. K— ^ " for Sarah wa* 
continually at the wash-bowl!" 

To ascertain the fact, I wrote to Mr. Noah Wet- 
more, of the New- York Hospital, and requested him 
to call at Mr. N— n's and see Sarah How. He did 
fio, and behold, Caroline was overwhelmed at bis 
presence. 

These circumstances will be more feelingly de^ 
tailed, than I am able to narrate them, by the follow- 
ing Letter, from Mrs. K — , to the mother of this 
interesting, deluded, miserable girl. 

copy# 

Philadelphia^ December 4th^ 1814. 

Respected Madam, 

I UNDERSTAND your daughter L— - has long 
been a wanderer from you. She came to this city 
on the 12th of August last, in search of the young 
man, who had seduced her from the path of recti- 
tude ; but on her arrival in this place she was disap- 
pointed in finding him. In consequence of her 
drinking some cold water on a hot day, she was 



ta]cen seriously ill. in the street, and was brought ta 
the house of my brother, who lived nean to the spot 
on which she became insensible.. At his house I 
visited her^ and being interested for a destitute 
young female, who cari:ied the marks of. respecta- 
bility and artlessness about her, I invited her to my 
abode, where I wished her to remain, until means 
Gould be devised for sending h^r safely bome^ She 
staid with me two months, in which time she suffer- 
ed much, both in sickness and sorrow. ,She deeply 
mourned her situation, deplored her separation from 
^^ her dear, aSipctionate mother,'' and earnestly de- 
si red to see you aod receive your forgiveness* She 
also talked much of ^^a pious brother, Lorenzo,'^ 
and Ign^ented that, she had. Qpt attended to his fre- 
quent, good advice. She seldom spoke of thi), 
brother without tears. 

I proposed writing tp.her friends, but she object- 
ed, saying, '*6he wished to get nearer to you, before 
you should be informed where she was, lest het 
great distance from yoM should add to your trou- 
ble." But I have since discovered, that she said 
this to avoid telling us, or, in order to prevent us 
from finding out exactly, where her home is. At 
that time she told me you lived *' in Quebec." I 
then wrote to you without her knowledge, and wa» 
anxiously expecting a letter from you, when the 
gentleman who carried my letter to Quebec return- 
ed, saying you were not to be found at that places 
I then remonstrated with your daughter for having 
deceived me in this matter. She was confused, and 
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sppeared to be grieved that she bad done so : and 
then told me that your place of residence was Guild* 
hall, in the state of Vermont. I wrote immediately 
to you at Guildhall, but before 1 could receive an 
answer, she thought proper, on Friday morning the 
2l8t of October last, without my knowledge, to ab- 
sent herself from my house, with an intention, it 
seems, of going home alone. She however wander- 
ed in the streets of Philadelphia until the evening of 
that day, when she was taken by one of our citizens 
to the Hospital. 

She informed the Matron and one of the mana- 
gers, ^* that she lived in the state of Vermont ; that 
she had left her home with a young man ; that she 
was separated from him, and never expected to see 
him again ; that she was in great trouble ; that she 
desired to return home to her mother; and that, if 
they would send her on towards her home, she 
should always remember their kindness with grati- 
tude. 

Some worthy persons compassionated her dis- 
tress, furnished her with funds sufficient to carry her 
on to New- York, and at three o'clock in the after- 
noon of Saturday, (the 22d of October,) one of them 
attended her to the packet, which sailed immedi- 
ately. 

I made every enquiry, but could hear nothing of 
her until she had left this city ; when I learned from 
a person at the Almshouse, how, and when, and 
whither she had gone. In a few days a letter was 
received from New- York, giving some intelligence 

u 2 
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of her, I went jthither ; but could not prevail on hear 
to return with me to Philadelphia, and stay at my 
house, until I heard from you. I therefore left her 
in New-York, under the protection of a respectable 
family, (Mr. J — N— 's, in Chatham-street,) by 
which she has been treated with much kindness, and 
with which she still remains* 

If it were possible for her brother to come on to 
New-York and conduct her home, he would be a 
desirable companion to her, and, I suppose, a proper 
protector ; and a word of comfort from you, brought 
to her by him, whom she so dearly loves, would 
cheer and encourage the poor mourner's heart. 

I fuUy believe that she earnestly wishes to regain 
the path of virtue ; and I doubt not she is sincere 
and earnest in her desires, ^^ that the grace of God 
may enable her to spend the remnant of her days ia 
the service of her Divine Master, and in aflFection<i 
ate duty to her mother.'* 

In your sorrow, dear Madam, I most sincerely 
sympathize, as I have also done in that of your mis- 
led, but artless and repentant child. 

I would thank yoato tell me the name, and plac& 
•f residence of the young man who beguiled your 
daughter from her school; at what time this hap- 
pened, and from what place she was taken ; and 
whether she returned home to you after she recov- 
ered at the New- York Hospital: and if so, when- 
and with whom she went away from you again«t 
!pxcuse, dear Madam, these questions from a stran^ 
ger : I do assure you they proceed not from an idle?^ 
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curiosity ; but from a real concern which I feel in 
the fate of your child. She has so truly interested 
me in her welfare, that I have been, and still am sin- 
cerely desirous to serve her ; and shall always wish 
'to hear from her. You will therefore much oblige 
me by writing to me immediately, and giving me 
any information relative to her* 

I am, with esteem, dear Madam, your sinc^ro 
friend, 

M~ K— . 

P. *y. December 6thy 1814. 
Bear Madam, ' 

I HAVE just received a letter from New-Yorkv 
which informs me your daughter has left that place. 
On Tuesday the 29th of November, with the ap* 
probation and assistance of Mr. and Mrs. N n, 
»he embarked in the steam-boat for T .* I 
would hope she may proceed directly home : but 
while she was in. New- York, Thave reason to be- 
lieve that she saw the man, (whoever he is,) who 
has been the cause of all her sorrows : and as, not« 
withstanding all she has suffered, 1 think she is^ 
still too much attached to this enemy of her soulV 
welfare ; my fears are, that he may again- in hen 
. journey home meet with her^ and lead her away.. 
What can be done ? Have you friends near youf , 
who will exert themselves to save your child ? Ala&l! 
sijkQ is in a most dangerous situation !. 
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•«--— -With earnest prayers that you may soon have 
the happiness to embrace your child, I subscribe 
myself her and your sincere friend^ 

Mrs. M N . 

After the second restoration of Caroline to her 
mother, I heard nothing, upon which I could place 
dependance; until her mother, Mrs* M— N— ^ 
the very woman whom I visited in S— k— -e, called 
at my door in Philadelphia, on the 25th of Septem- 
ber, 1815, and assured me, that on the 20th of 
March last, the subject of this history was duly 
imited in the bonds of wedlock to ayoiing farmer, 
with whom she now lives happily ; and gives evi- 
dence of a thorough reformation. The name of ' 
Caroline's husband I have in my possession, but I 
suppress even the initials of it, and the place of their 
residence, from regard to their welfare. 

The mother appeared to be happy indeed^ in com.- 
municating this intelligence to me ; and her cup, for 
a poor woman, would have been full, had not the 
insanity of another daughter brought her to tbi& 
city, in hope of obtaining for her a place in our Hos- 
pital. 

What the future conduct of Caroline (for I must 
still call her by this name) will be, I cannot presume 
to foretell; but if after many, many severities, she 
shall fulfill her mother's expectations, happy will be 
her lot, and blessed the exertions of those who have 
fiuthfully sought hersaIvation». 
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That her histo^- <^4v accj v. Hi'; some valuable 
endy I beg Leave lo suggest :> icw remarks* 

1. it Caii'liiie is reclaimed, let none imagine thai 
cases of retormation are irequent ; tor perhaps m no 
one instance have more providential interferences 
combined to save a sinner, than have been, conspicu- 
ous ill relation to her* She has been reduced to the 
greatest extremities, and then God in his mercy has 
brought to her relief, Mrs. J — , Mrs. K— , Mr. 
M-^ll, Mr. T. C— , Mr. C— , Mr. and Mrs, 
M* A — ^ Mr. and Mrs. N— n, and Mr. J — : be-« 
sides those who were acquainted with the former 
part of her history. Not one in a thousand who, 
deviates from the path of purity can ever expect 
such means to be used for their recovery ; and yet 

she is scarcely saved. 
Besides, it is to be remembered that Caroline ap* 
pears to have manifested a strong and uniform re-^ 
gard for the individual who proved her ruin ; which 
aiForded better ground of hope that she might be re- 
claimed than generally silbsists in these cases. 

2. Nothing is more likely to be injurious to a^ 
person of ardent affections, than indecision of cha- 
racter. Caroline seems to have been grieved, 
ashamed, sad, miserable, and even solicitous to live 
as she ought ; but she was always wavering in her 
plans, and doubtful of every purpose. To this L 
attribute the long continuance of her difficulties ;» 
the commencement of many a fictitious history o£ 
herself ; and the final utterance of a thousand lies, 
which involved her, and those who desired to serve 
h^r, in constant perplexities. 
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3. Those who would reclaim the seduced, should 
not be too inquisitive about the friends and the cir- 
cumstances of the fallen, lest the guilty should, from 
pride and shame, be tempted to deceive. Indeed, 
those Societies which receive and endeavour to res- 
cue such persons, with^t asking any questions^ act 
upon the most liberal plan, and one which is most 
likely to be useful. Take them once, if they ask 
protectioa from the Hospital or the Magdalen 
Asylum, but take heed not to receive any the second 
time. 

4. How dark, how deep, how awful must be the 
pit into which one is plunged by a single act of li- 
centiousness ! Not one of a thousand ever sees the 
light of society again. 

5. Consider, thou deceiver, that in connexion 
with thyself, another person is almost inevitably 
dragged down to perdition* 

6. Finally; if any sympathy for a ruined daugh- 
ter ; if the anguish of parents, who have lost their 
child ; if the fear of rottenness in thy bones ; if 
public infamy ; if secret remorse of conscience ; if 
the horrors of hell, in company with those, whose 
destruction thou hast sealed ; if the hopes of heaven 
can move thee, young man, 

« FLEE YOUTHFUL LUSTS/* 
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HYMN I. C. M. 

The OrphnrCa Song : for an Asylum.^ 

t. THOU Father of the fatherless, 
To thee our hearts belong, 
And to thy praise our lips address 
The thankful orphan's song. 

2. Our fathers and our mothers died, 

And not a home had we ; ' > 
And then we all the day-long cried^ 
But did not cry Co thee« 

« 

3. We knew not th§ii, that God would prove 

Our helper in distress : 

* First sung in the Orphan Asylum of Philadelphia. 
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Nor had we learned to ask thy love, 
God of the fatherless. 

4. But thy kind hand has rais'd up here 

A mpther for us all. 
Who bids us the Almighty fear, 
And Him our Father call. 

5. She tells us God inclined the good 

To take us from the street. 
And give us here our daily food, 
And here, instruction sweet. 

6. Then God, our Father, we will bless. 

To whom all thanks belong ; 
The Father of the fatherless 
Shall be the orphan's song. 
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HYMN II. C. M. 

Man a Prisoner to Justice. 

1. WHEN the « first father'' of our race 

Rebeird against the law, 
God 8«)t in judgment on the case, 
To fill the world with awe. 

2. The guilt was found, and justice claimM 

Due sentence on the foe ; 
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When holy indignation framed 
The curse of endless woe» 

3. " tie under all the'weight of sin," 

Jehovah Justly said, 
" And feel the keenest pangs within, 
« Till all thy debt be paid. 

4. " Sinners be all to gaol consign'd, 

" To be afflicted there, 
^' Till each, by faith, a Ransom find, 
" Whom Justice shall not spare." 

5. Sweet Mercy, from the bending skies, 

Came in the form of man. 
And gently to our weeping eyes 
Disclosed the Gospel plan* 

6. Jesus, the Ransom, came to die 

A victim in our stead. 
That we might from confinement fly, 
To our exalted Head. 

7. " Believe," he said, " and thou shalt live, 0^ 

" Through my abounding grace ; 
" Believe, and take what God will give— 
" Beside his throne a place." 

■ ^. 
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HYMN III. C; M. 

The Prisoner's Prayer J^ 

1. JESUS, oiv whom the Spirit came 
Like a desceDding dove^ • 
lliou art a purifying flame, 
Thou art the God of love.. 

%. Anointed Son of David, preach 
Good tidings to the meek, 
And broken-hearted sinnera teach 
The oil of joy to seek. 

3. Bid mourning captives all be free 

From evVy galling chain ; 
And give each prisoner liberty 
From Sin's accursed reign* 

4. Th' accepted time, the day of grace^ 

Let mercy long proclaim,. 
And warning vengeance clearly trace 
The path to endless shame. 

. 3. To those who mourn in heaviness. 
For ashes, beauty bring ; 
That cloth'd in Christ's own righteousness,^ 
Each saved soul may sing: 

•' This, and the preceding hymn» were first sung in the 
State Prison of Pennsylvanisu 
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6. "Pris'ners of hope, lo! Zion's King 

^^ From sin has made us free ; 
" Then let the heavenly arches ring 
" With Christian Liberty." 

7. How chang'd will be the convicts' state, 

Who from Death's dungeon rise ! 
The brightest crowns of glory wait 
Their ascent from the skies. ' 
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HYMN IV. L. M. 

Bethel: or^ a Small Religious Society. 

1. WITH rev'rence and with Godly fear, 
In Betihel, Lord, we now appear. 
Where weary souls, with guilt opprest, 
Have found the God of Jacob's rest. 

2. Some monument our hands would rear, 
For surely Jacob's God is here j 

Our praise shall signalize this place. 
In which our God reveals his grace. 

3. To us, who want the seraph's wing, 
His angels on fetith's ladder bring 
Sweet messages ; and then ascend 
With our best anthems to our Friend. 

4. While Jesus sits enthron'd in light. 
His children feel thir shades of night; 

X2 
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But by communion they shall rise 
To mansions gamish'd in the skies. 

5. If, Jesus, thou will guide our feet. 
Will give us heavenly food to eat. 
And shield us with th' Almighty's wing^ 
The Lord shall be our God and King. 

6. Htm will we serve : be witness now, 
All heaven, to this our solemn vow ; 
From other lords we will be free. 
And, Saviour, worship only thee. 



HYMN V. C. M. 

Sung at opening a Place of Worship* 

** Of Zion it shall be ssud. This and that man was bom- in 
her; and the Highest himself shall establish her.*^ 

Ps. sr. 5. 

1. THOU renovating Spirit, deign 

To dwell within this place ; 
And here o'er stubborn sinners reign 
By jsweet, subduing grace. 

2. O say, of many, lifeless, here, 

" They shall begin to five 
" In knowledge, faith, and love, and fear, 
" To life which Chrbt shall give.**^ 



1ITMN8 FOR SETERAL OCCASIONS. 247 

« 

3* In vaiQ was built this house, in vain 
We sing, and preach, and pray, 
Unless thou come with all thy train 
To bless the holy day« 

4. Come, at the time of thy delight, 

To men by nature blind ; 
Come, and emancipate from night 
The long-lost human mind. 

5. Come, Holy Spirit, in thy love, 

To cherish life begun ; 
And let the new-born from above 
Their heavenly circuit run. 

S, Let all behold the Saviour's face, 
And in his likeness shine ; 
Let each the Son of God embrace^ 
And shout " salvation's mineP*- 



THEEND. 
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